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“ABILL -

ANACT To PROVIDE FOR THE PREVENTICN, CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT

OF SICKLE CELL ANEMIA AND FOR .OTHER PURPOSES CONNECTED

THEREWITH
Sponsored by Senator Sam Egwu
[ 1

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

PART I: GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT AND PRIVATE PARTICIPATION
IN THE PREVENTION/CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA

1. The government of the federation of Nigeria shall engage in and
encourage the prevention, control and managemeni of the occurrence,
spread and effect of Sickle Cell Anemia, hereinafter called "the disease”, in
the manner provided for in this Act.

2.-(1) Any person in the federation may, subject to any restriction
or requirement under this Act, freely participate in the prevention, control
and management of the occurrence, spread and effect of the disease.

(2) Subject to any law relating to information in the federation any
person may give, disseminate or distribute advice, information or literature
useful in the prevention, control and management of the disease:

3.- (1)The preventien Control and Management of the disease as
prcmded for under this Act shall be directed, coordinated and supemsed by
the mrmstry of the government of the federation in charge of health,
hereinafter referred to as "the Ministry",

{2) The functions and duties. of the ministry in respect of the
preveniion, control and management ofthe disease shall include:

{a} the collection of data, statistics and information as to the
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number or quantum of cases of the occurrence of the disease for the pm'posc of
effectively planning and executing its prevention, control and management,

(b) to carry out rescarches, studies and findings as to the immediate,
secondary and remote causes and effects of the disease;

;{c) te‘smlﬁsﬁc'aii}; evaluate or detect the degree of susceptibility to the
discase of varieus ages, genders or aspects of the community for the purpose of
effectively planning and executing special attention and handling for the
purpose of preventing, controlling ormanaging the disease among them;

{d) the active prevention, controt and management of the occurrence,
spread and effects of the disease in the federation directly and through its
appropriate agencies;

{e} to encourage and co-ordinate participation in the prevention,
conirol-and management of the dzsease in the federation by private persons,
organizations and foreign governments;

(f) to directly or through its appropriate agencies procure, receive or
obtain and distribute, give out or administer drugs for the prevention, control
and management of the disease in the federation;

7 (g)to &irectiy or through its appropﬁate agencics procure, receive or
obtain and disseminate, give or distribute advice, information or literature
useful in the prevention, consrol and management of the discase;

(h) to carry out awareness education and enlightenment campaigns
and other forms of enlightenment activities necessary - for the prevention,

control and management of the disease either directly or through its

appropriate agencies;

(i} to encourage and impress on members of the public, including but
not restricted to intending couples, to underge blood genotype tests for the
purpose of kﬁowing, discovering or ascertaining their blood genotype and for
the avoidance of marriages or matrimoirial unions that will or are likely to

produce chitdren prone or susceptible to the disease; and
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(3) such other fanctions and duties that are provided for it under this
Act, .

€3} Any of the foregoing functions or dutics of the ministry in
respect of the prevention, control and Mmanagement of the disease may be
performed or discharged by the ministry directly ér through any appropriate
agency thereof,

Pary 1: ACCR.EDH’ED; PARTICIPANTS
.~ (1} In furtherance of section 3 {2} {e) of this Act the ministry

may accredit reputable public and private hospitals and medical clinics to
act or function as accredited participants in the prevention, control and
management of the disease in the federation, and such accredited hospitals
ormedieal clinics shall: ) : 7

(a) serve as aqgredzted centré for the provision-‘ef and provide
medical treatment for the disease, advice, guidance and counseling on the
causes, cffects, prevention, control and management of the disease and
blood genotype resting for members of the pnbhc free of cost or charge to
such members of the public;

(b} dispense or administer to member of the public drugs for the
prevention, control and managemenf: ofthe discase; and

(¢} keep and transmit to the ministry monthly or periodic records
regarding members of the public who have received medical treatmen,
advice, guidance and counseling and who have undergone blood genotype
dispensed or administered at such hospitals or clinics for the prevention,
controf and n;anagement of the disease, which records shall include the
names, addresses and ages of such members of the public end:

(1) the dates of the treatment, advice, gufdance or counseling: or

(ii) the kind and quantity of drugs admmistefed and the results of

the blood genotype tests conducted or carried out in the respectwe cases.

(2} In accrediting hospitals and medical clml ' ‘mgier this section,

the mimst;y shall ensure that:
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i - {a) equal number of hospitals or medical clinics are accredited in each
2 state of the federation; and
3 (b) the hospitals or medical clinics accredited in a state are so selected
4 . or distributed according to their location in the state as to ensure their proximity
5 to mémbers of the public in that state and to ensure the easy access of people
6 from every part of that state to the services rendered at such hospitals or
7 medical clinics regarding the prevention, control and management of the
8 disease.
9 - (3) The ministry may pay to the private hospitals and medical clinics
10 aééredited under this section for the performance of any of their duties herein
11 provided such fee or remuneration as shall be determined by the ministry,
12 - (4) A private hospital or medical clinic shall not be accredited by the
13 ministry under this section orany proifision ofthis Actif:
14 {a) such }‘Jospita.l or medical clinic is not registered with the
’L S - 15 appropriate government authoritics; or
h 16 : ~ (b) the owner, proprietor or head of such hbspital or medical clinic 1s
17 - nota qualiﬁeﬂ medical practitioner; or
18 {c) the owner, proprietorlor head of such hoépital ormedical clinic has
19 - evet been convicted of an offence involving or found guilty of professional
20 miéconduct or infarhous conduct and such ¢onviction or finding has not been
21 quashed or set aside by an appropriate appellate court, tribunal or panel and
22 there is no appeal pending in respect thersof at his instance; or .
23 . R (d) in the opinion of the ministry the hospital or medical clinic is of
| 24 such low medical standard that it ought not be so 'accredited. ‘
25 (6) No action or claim shall lic against the ministry for any refusal to
26 accredit it any hospital or medical clinic under This Act.
27 . 5.~ (1) The ministry may in further pursuance of section 3 (2) (b) of
28 - this Act accredit local or foreign non-governmental or private organizations or
29 bddiesrt_ol:ac':t or function as accredited participants in the prevention, control

30 - and iﬁinagement ofthedisease.



2015 Sickle Cell Anemia (Prevention, Control and Management) Bill, 2015 C 2217

I (2) The organizations or bodies accredited under this section may
5 be partners with the ministry in the prevention, contrel and management of

the disease, and may without cost or charge to any member of the public:

L

4 (a} procure, obtain or acquire and disseminate, give out or
5 distribule information or literature pertaining or relating to the prevention,
6 control and management cfthe disease;

7 (b} procure or receive and disiribute, administer or cause to be
2 administered drugs for the prevention, confrol or management of the
g disease;

10 {c) carry out enlightenment campaigns and other forms of
1 enlightenment activities approved by the ministry for the prevention,
12 control and managemen! ofthe disease;

13 {dyadvocate for and encourage the carrying out of blood genotype
14 tests by members of the public including but not restricted to intending
15 couples;

16 {e)with the approval or upon the request of the ministry carry out
i7 any special function or activity necessary for the prevention, contral or
18 management of the disease.

19 PART HI: DONATIONS

20 ' 6.~ (1) The ministry may, subject to section 7 of this Act, receive
21 donations of funds, drugs, literature or other materials from persons,
2 organizations, bodies or governments for the prevention, control and
27 7 management of the disease.

24 (2} The ministry shali, before spending, ﬁtilizing or using any
5 funds, drugs, literature or other materials donated to it under this Act, make a
26 repori of such donation or donations to the National Assembly and obtain
27 approval and directive of same for the spending, utilizaﬁon or using of such
3 - funds, drugs, literature, or othef materials. |

29 (3) The reports by the ministry to the National Assembly

30 mentioned in subsection 2 of this section may be monthly or quarterly and
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shall include, among other details;

(a) in the case of funds the name and address of the donor or donors,
the amount donated and the date and place of such donation i

(b) in the case of drugs, literature or other material, the brand and
quantity of the drugs or the kind and quantity of literature or material donated,
the name and address of the donor or donors and the date and place of such
donation,

7.~(1) The ministry shall, before receiving or accepting any donation
of drugs, literature or cther material.,

(a) in the case of drugs test the drug or drugs in order to prove its or
their relevénce, genuineness, efticacy or quality; and

(b) in the casé of literature or ather materials verify their relevance to
or efficacy in the prevention, control-and management ofthe disease.

(2) The ministry shall not accept any funds donated or intended or
sought to be denated to it if it knows or has reason to believe that the funds
illegalty or unlawfully a quired.

(3) The ministry shall not accept or receive any literature or other
material donated or intended or sought to be donated to it if itknows or is of the
opinion or has reason to believe that such literature or other material

(a) are illegally or unlawfully acquired or acquired with iliegal or iil-
gotten funds; or '

(b) are notrelevant or usefirl in the prévention, control ormanagement
ofthe disease,

(4) The ministry shall not accept any drugs donated or intended or
sought to be donated to it if:

(_a) it knows or has reason to believe that the drugs are unlawfully or
itlegally acquired or acquired with ill-gotten funds; or

(b) before or after testing them in accordance with subsga-ction 1 ofthis -
section it discovers or is of the opinion that such drugs are expired or irrefevant

to or of such low quality or so ineffective that they cannot be useful in the
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1 prevention, control or management of the discase. | .
2 (5) Where the ministry refuses or declines to accept any donation
3 by reason of any of the foregoing provisions it shall in writing inform the
4 donor or donors concerned of the fact of such refusal and the reason 01i
5 reasons for itand thereafter communicate same to the Nationat Assembly.
6 8.- (1} In its directive to the ministry on or regarding the use
7 spending or utilization of funds, drugs, literature or other materials donated. '
8 or available to the ministry, the National Assembly shall have regard to and
9 apply the principles of fairness and faderal character.
10 (2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary that may be inferred
H from subsection 1 of this section, the National Assembly may by resolution
12 direct that a certain amount or quantity of funds, drugs, literature or ether
13 material donated or available to the ministry be spent or utilized in or on the
14 prevention, control or management of the disease in a particular part of the
15 federation due to the observed or discovered peculiar trend or frequency of
1‘_5 occurrence, spread or effect of the disease in that particular part of the
17 federation.
13 PART 1V: OFFENCES
19 9.-(1} Any person who diverts to his or another person's private
20 use, sale or appropriation any fiinds, drugs, literature of materia) donated,

- 21 procured or available for the benefit of the public for the prevention, control
22 or management of the disease under this A ct commits an offence.
23 (2) Any person who commits an offence under this section shail be
24 liable:
25 (&) on first conviction to a term of impﬁsonm ent which_may extend
26 to three years or a fine of five hundred fhousand Naira (N500,000); and
27 (b) on subsequent conviction to a term of impﬁsomhent whichmay
28 extend to six years ora fine of eight hundred tﬁoﬁsand naira{N800,000) .
29 ' 10.-(1} Any person who diverts or convets to Eis or another
30

perscn's private use, sale or appropriation funds, drugs, literature or any
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maierial meant or dispatched for donation to the ministry or any of ils agencies
or any hospital, clinic, organization or body for the prevention conrol or
management of the disease commits an offence.

(2)Any person who commits an offence under this section shall be
fiable:

(a) on first conviction to a term of imprisonment which may extend to
two years or afine of five hundred thousand naira(N500,000); and

(b) on subsequent conviction te a term of imprisonment which may
extend to three years and a tine of one miflion naira (N1,000,000).

PART V: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

11. +(1) The ministry may, subject to subsection 3 of this section,
either upon a directive of the National Assembly under section §

(2) of this Act or in its normal course of operation specially assign or
request any nen-governmental organization or body accredited by it under
section 5 of this Act to carry out awareness and enlightenment education
campaigns or other forms of education or advocacy or to perform only
specified function or activity permitted by this Act for the prevention, control
or management of the disease in the federation or any part thereof.

(2) Where the minisiry specially assigns or requests an accredited
organization or body to perfo;m or carry out any specified function or activity
in accordance with this section, it shall make available to the organization or
body the funds and materials or resources which the ministry considers
necessary for the performance or the carrying out of that function or activity.

(3) The ministry shall, except upon a directive of the National
Assembly under section § of this Act, not assign or request any organization or
body to specially carry out any function or activity in a specific part of the
federation unless:

(a) there is a report or complaint from that part of the federation of or
concerning a peculiar high trend of occurrence, spread or effect of the disease

and a demand o request for intervention of the ministry, and
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(b) following such request for intervention there is a corporate decision of
the ministry to that effect.

12.- (1} The hospitals and medical clinics accredited by the
ministry under this Act shall each maintain a special section for intending
couples where persons intending or planning to be married to cach other
shall:

{a) go through or carry outbloed genotype tests;

(b) receive advice or counseling on the causes, effects prevention
of'the disease;

{c)in appropriate cases obtain medication or treatment necessary
forthe prevention, control and management of the disease.

(2) Where it is learnt either from any party or parties to an intending
coupie or is realized or discovered through a medical test that the blood
genotype composition of any or two of the persons intending to marry each
other is such as would render children born in such marriage prone or
susceptible to the disease, the hospital or medical clinic or the doctor or
medical personnel thereof attending to the intending couple or person or
persons concerned shall:

(a)advise such intending couple or person or persons concerned
not to go into the intended marriage due to the likelihood of occurrence of
the disease in children that may be born there under:

* (b) reduce such advice in writing and issue the written advice to the
person or persons; and

{c) record the full names, addresses, and other particulars and case
of such person or persons and the advice given thereto as well as the date of
such advice.

(3)No action or claim for breach of promise to marry shall be
brought or maintained against any person withdrawing from an intended,
planned or pending wedding or marriage in compliance with or following a

written advice of a doctor or appropriate medical persomme!l under
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subsection 2 of fhis section.

(4) Nc;twithstanding anything to the contrary in any provision of this
Act no person who goes into any marriage contrary to the advice or counsel of
dny accredited hospital or medical clinic uﬁder this section shall be entitled to
ﬁny medication, treatment or drugs as a result of the occurrence or effect of tﬁe
disease arising or resulting from such marriage at the expense of the ministry or
government of the federation. '

(5} Nothing in this section or any provision of this Act shall be
construed .to warrant, support or justify.any divorce or withdrawal by any
person hem an already subsisting lawful marriage or from any obligation
thereunder.

13. The accreditauon by the mmgstry of any hospltaj medical clinic,
organization o body under this Act may be withdrawn or cancelled 'where
such hospital, medical clinic, organization or body:

(a) doe-s not satisfactorily perform its functions or those assigned to it
By the ministry under this Act; or

_ (b) has become affected by auy of the disqualiﬁcations from
accreditation under thls Act or was not qualified for accredltatlon under this
Actatthe time it was accrechted or

(c) diverts to its private use or is found to be unfair in the dispensation
or adminisiration of any drugs or material or any part thereof made available or
domnated to it for the benefit of the public by the ministry or donated or available
foit; or

(d) is in breach of or acts contraty tc any clear provision of this Act or

. the terms or any of the terms of its accreditation under this Act; or

(€} is in breach of any of its functions or duties or the terms of any
speciﬁc_ or special_ function or duty assigned o it by the ministry under this Act.

14. The minisiry may directly or through any of its agencies make
available, administer or distribute all drugs, literature or materials available to

it for the prevention, control and management of the disease or make some or
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any quantity thereof available to the hospitals, clinics, organizati(.)ns or
bod?es accredited by it under this Act to administer; make avaifab]é or
distribute to memﬁers ofthe public.

7 15, Where an offence is cc}mmit:ted under this Act in respect of any
funds, drugs, literature or material, such funds, drugs, literature or material
shall be forfeited to the government of the federation which shall remit same
to the ministry and the funds, drugs, literature or materiak shall be deemed
and treated as donated to the ministry,

16. -(1 ) Inthis Act:

"the disease" means sickle cell anemia;

-words imputing the masculine gender refer to and include both the
masculine and feminine genders; and

- "the ministry" means the federal ministry in charge ofhealth.

17. This Act may be cited as Sickle Cell Anemia (Prevention,
Control and Management) Bill, 2015.

EX‘_ELANATQRY MEMORANDUM:

This bill seeks to provide for a legal framework for the pre‘,ventio;}, control

and management of sicklecell anemia, In Nfgeria.
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