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A BILL

FOR
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE CONSTITUENCIES DEVELOPMENT CATALYST
FUNB; TO PROVIDE A DATA RaNk Or CONSTITUENCY PROJECTS:
ALLOCATION AND AN ORDERLY DiSBURSEMENT OF Funps To
CONSTITUENCIES AND FOR PRUDENT MANAGEMENT, COMPFILATION OF
RECORDS, RETURNS AND REPORTS FROM CONSTITUENCIES AND TO
PROVIDE FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS.
Sponsored by Senator Buhari A befulfarai

| | ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria and by the Authority of Same as follows -

PART I - PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

(1) This Act may be cited as The Constituencies Development
Catalyst Fund Bill, 2015.

(2) This Act shalt be deemed 1o have come into operation on the
day the president assents to it _

2. - (1) This Act shall apply to ali Federal Cor:stituencies. of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria;

(2) This Act shail apply in relation to a portion of ihe Federal
Annual Budget devoied to the Electoral Constituencies Tor purposes of
development of each of such Constituencies.

. 3.- Inthis Act, unless the contextrequires otherwise -
“Committee” means a Constituencies Development Catalyst
Comimnitiee;

*Community” means residents of 5 particular geographical area in
a Constituency;
“Council” means - when used in relatioﬁ to a Local Government

" ArsaoranArea Council.
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“Copuncil Planning Officer” means a pubiic officer employed by the
Local Government;

Authority responsible for all development projects in the Council;
“Constiivency” means an electoral constituency established by
independent National Elecloral Commission Act pursuant Lo | 999 the
Constitution as amended;
“Constiliency Account” means the account maintained for every
constituency in accordance with the provisions of section2Z; of this
Act:
“Minister” means the  Minister of Finance and Rconomic
Development;
“Constituency Development Catalyst Committee™ means the
Comimnitiee estabfished under Section 10;
“Qubmission List” means the Consiituency Projects Submission List
compiled in terms of Section 12.

PART il - THE CONSTITUENCIES DEVELOPMENT CATALYST FUND

- (1) There shali be established for the purposes of development
projects in every electoral constiluency the Constituency Development
Catalyst Fund, also to be known by

both acronyms of the Fund or "CDCF™.

(2) The adminiswration and management of the Constituency
Drevelopment Catalyst Fund shall be co-ordinated by the Constituency Project
Development Board and o adminisier the funds allocated for Constiiuencies.

(3) The charge on, and every expenditures from the Constituency
Development Catalyst Fund, shall be made in accordance with the Financial
Regulations, the Public Frocurement Act and the provigions ofthis Act,

5. (1) The Government shali, for each financial year, allocate funds
for the development expenditure of each constituency and the funds, shall be

reflected in the printed estimates of “that particular financial year.

(2) The funds of the CDCF shall be allocated in the annual budget
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appropriated by National Assembly for the financial year o which the
budget relates, through:

(i) in the case of constituencies inthe CDCF:

(11) in the case of Allocaiion of the amount of funds set for the

Constituency Development Catalyst Fund for each constituency shal! be

" made on the criferia that:

{a} Forty-five percent shall be allocated equally to each
constifuency; and

(b) Fifty-five percent in relation to environmentally challenged
areas and populated areas. |

(4) All fundsalincated in terms of subsection (1) shall be:

{(a) posted directly by the Treasury to the respective Constituency
Development Catalyst Fund Account which shall be opened in accordance
with the Local Government Financial Laws; and

{b) administered in accordance with the provisions of section 22.

{5} The Committee shall, at its discretion, determine the quantum
of installments to various _projects in the constituency taking into account the
disbursement received and the requirement of different projects.

(6) Once funds are allocated for a particular project in a
constituency, they shall remain aliocated for that project and not be
reallocated during the financial year for any other purpose in that
constituency.

{7} Where for any reason a particular project is cancelled or
discontinued during a financial ?eara the fands allocated for such project

shall remain credited to the account of the relevant constituency from which

_ the funds were withdrawn.

6. - {1) All receipts, savings and accruals to the CDCF and the
balance of funds at the end of each financial year shall be retained for the
purposes forwhich the CDCF is established.

{2) All funds deposited in a constituency account shall be

Funds to be
relained in the
CDCF
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cumutlative and shall be carried forward from one financial vear 1o the next,
including funds refurned into accounts or funds which are not utilized for
whatever reasons.

7. {1} Bvery allocation and disbursement of funds from the

Constituency Development Catalyst Fund shall be approved by the

Caonstituency Development Catalyst Committee.

(%3 All disbursements from the Congstituéncy Development Catalyst
Cominittee shall be made through the canstlrupﬂcy account.

(3) The record of the amomt received by each Constituency
Development Catalyst Committee and the record of expenditure of amount so
received shall be submitted within thirty 'da’ys.zlifter the closure of the relevant
ﬁnanmal year together with a copy of the televant bank statement and no
dlsoursemems for the succeedmfz financial yuar shail be made nie the
constifuency account unﬁl the said records are dubyreceived.

| (4} Su'ojec‘c 1o the prowsmqs of the Financial Regulations Public
Finance the Cc}nsumency Develop'nent Catalyst Cominiirtee may set out and
obaerve genﬂrai conditions and requirements for the release of funds and such

conditions sin_aﬂ be observed by the Constituency Development Catalyst

Co*nmf‘rtep

(5) The Ccnsmtuenc Y De veiopmel Cataiys't Commitiee may impose
reasonable reqmrem ents including resir ictions on a particular constituency due’
to previous misuse of funds and such restrictions or requirements shall be
reported togéthéi'wi{h arecommendation on appropriate legal action.

LY pro}ect o7 any pm ofthe project which involves personal awards

0 2 any 1 person in cash or in kmd shall not be allowed to be included in the

Subsmission List orprojecis submitted in accordance with section 18(2}.

‘o~ Al funds received tnder this Act shall be andited an reported

' upon by the National Audit Office.
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PART 1 - CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT CATALYST COMMITTEE

10. - (1) There shall be a Constituency Development Catalyst
Committee for evéry constituency which shall be composed of an convened
hy ti{e efected Members of the _Natiénai Assembly and shall have a
maxinﬁum rumber of seven memﬁeré, comprisiﬁg.-

(2) the elecied Member of the N'atiz.mai Assembly, who shaéi he the
Supervisor of the projects: ' |

(b) the Constituency Project Planniﬁg Officer, who shall be the
Secretary:

{c) two Counciilors who are residents of the relevant constituency
one ofwhomshallbea Woméﬁ: | -

{d) one person nominated by the Committee from améng the active
NGOs inthe areé, ifanyv:

Provided that the members referred to under paﬁagraphs {¢)and (d)
shall be nominated by Councillors, Ward Executive Officers and the
Councillors within theirrespective constifuencies.

{2) The person referred to under subparagraph (d) shall be
neminated not later than a second sitting from the inauguration of the
Cemlmittee.

(3) The eiecied Member of the National Assembly bonsti‘mency
Sha!i, within the first year of a new Assembly and at least once every two
vears thereafier, co-nvene vocational meetings in the constiiency fo
delberate on development matters in the ward, the constituency and the
Senatorial District.

(4) Each ward shall come up with a list of pribrity projects {o be
submitied to the Constituency Development Catalyst Comimitiee.

(5} The meeting of the Coﬁstimency Devélopment Catalyst
Committees shall be constituted for valid transaction of business upon
prasence of two-thirds of the total number of members.

* (6) The term of office for the members of the Committee shall be 24

Composition of
Constitueney
Development
Cazalyst
Commiitee




C %44

Constituencies Development Catalyst Fund Bith, 2015 25

Responsibilitios

of the Constituency
Development
Catalyst
Commitlee

- Member of the
miational Assombly
o keep Record

R

th (V8]

Booe -1 N

13
fet

calendar months renewablz, bt shall avtomatically come to a

pr
3
2.

: wpon the
appointment of anew Conuniliee ina manner provided forin this Act.

{7} Where a Member of National’ Assembly loses his seal in the
Generai Election or a hy-clection or dies, one of the counciiors shall he a
Chairman of the Committee until such time when another Member of National
Assembly is elected providedthat; |

(2) the Commiitee existing prior to that National Assembly clection or
be election shall continue (0 be in office In a manner provided for under this
Act; and |

{b)the list of projects shalinot be changed.i

{8) Where a vacancy ocenrs in the Committee by reason of incapacity
or death of a member, the Commitiee sﬁaiE fill the vacancy from the same
category of persoms.

11, - Responsibilities of the Constituency Development Catalyst

Comimittee.

{H The Constituency Devetopment Catalyst Commitiee shall
deliberate on project proposats from all the wards in tﬁe constiiuency and any
other projects.which the Constimency Development Catalyst Committee

considers beneficial to the constituency, inciuding joint efforts with other

constifuencies.

(2) Without prejudice to subsecticn {1}, the general responsibility of
the Constituency Development Cat.aiys{ Committee shall beto:

{(ayreceive and scrutinize prbjeét proposals:

(b Yapprove or disapprove praject proposals;

(c)compile quarterly records, returns and reporis of development
projects undertaken in the conéﬁituehcy; and

{d)execuic any othei‘ duty 2s many be necessary.

PART IV - CONSTTFUENCY PROJECTS SUBMISSION LIST
12,2 (1) The list {}f constitnency based projects for which ﬁmds_ﬁom

the CDCF may be disbursed shall be ini%iafed'by the members of the
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sommﬁni;y who areresident in a constifuency.

(2} Upon compilation of the lst, the Member of the National
Assenmibly shallkeep the récerd of the projects to be attached with the listand
be submiited to the Constituency Development Catalyst Commitice for
gonsideration.

(3) The Commiftee. shall deliberate on the projects referred 1o
under subsection (2}

(4) The projects tobe implemented and for which the Constituency
Development Catalyst Committee Fund funds are to be di-sbursed shall be
equitably spread within the constituency.

13.-(1) The Constitzency Development Catalyst Commitiee shall

approve the record of projects compiled in terms of section 12 before theend .

of the month of December in each year or such other month as may be
determined by the Minister of Finance.

- (2} All projects proposed for a constituency shall pe fisted in the
Submission List speciﬁeé in the First Schedﬁié to this Act together with the
cost estimates of such projecis.

PARTV - SUBMISSION, SCRUTINY AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS .

14. - (1) Ali projects approved for financing by all payments shall
be processed and eﬁected by cheque.in accordance with the Public Finance
Act, |

{2) Where a project in & constiuency involves the purchase of
equipment, such equipment shail remain for the exclusive use of that
constituency and in the event of disposal of such equipment the amount
realized shall be paid into the account ofthat consﬁtuéncy.

15.- (1) Alt works, goods and services relating to projecis under
this Act shall be procured inaccordance with the Public Procurement Act.

(2} Al tenders and quotations tabled at a meeting of the

Constituency Development Catalyst Committee shall indicate that the

Deadline for
appioval of
project

Government
department to
implement

Procurement of
=prvices, goods
and works
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<G cioert £3) Fupds provided under this Act shal

Constituency Development Catalyst Commiitee has no ohjection té) the award
through minute resolution before the tender chguotétiaﬁ is awarded.

16. -The Councif Planning Officer shall oversee projects under his
jurisdiction and shall keep and maintain records of the dishursements of funds
and progress ofthe prbjscfs funded by the CDCF.

7. (1) The Council Planning Officer in every Council shall compile
and maintain a record showing all recelpts and disbursements on a monthly
basis in respect of every project under this Act and shall submit annual returns
to the Minister of Finance not later than sixty days after the end of every
financial year. .

(2) The Council Planming Officer in every Council shall make such
interim returns as the Censtituency Development Catatyst Committec shall, by
resolﬁtion, deem necessary in order to facilitate the relesse o !.' the next
installment of funds. V

i8.~ (1) Projects iniiiated 'by a community under Section 12(2) shali
be eligible for support under this Act provi&ed that such projects shall be
submitted with other projecis in conformity with the reguirements of this Act.

{2) Pursuant fo subsection {1}, a community shall maintain the
existing committee to represent the interests of that community during and

after the implantation of the project and such a committee shall conform o

- .- established Government regulation during the discharge of its functions.

PART Vi - TYPES OF PROJECTS

oo 19, =(1) Al projecis under this Act shzll be community based in order

1o -ensie. that (he prospective benefits are availabie to a widespread cross-

. section of the inhabitants of a particular area.

{2}-Al}:prajgpts shall be -d‘e;y?_iqpmem p;‘ojecté and may inciude costs

- .related to studies, planning and ,design or other technical input for the project

. butshall potincludereeurrent ..

.ot be used for the purpose of

T
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supporting political bodies or political activities or for supporting religious
bodies orreligicus activities.

28. -The description of projects to be included in the Submission Deseription of

: Projects
Listshall contain precise description of the project, status and fhe amount of o
the sums allocated as specified in the Second Scheduie.
PART VII - FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
21. -(1) Every Council Direcior shall designate in writing the  Designation of
an Accountant

Council Treasurer to be the accountant ot each of the constituency account
maintained by the Constituency Development Catalyst Committee within
the Council.

(2) The Council Director shal! be the Accounting Officer of the
Constituency Development Catalyst Fund of every elected constituency
which is situated il his area of jurisdjction.

22+~ (13 In terms of section 5{4) and for the purposes of if:;zg:cmv
disbursement of funds in aégordance with the provisions of this Act, there
shall be opened, kept and maintained a constifuency account for each
constituency at such commercial bank approved by the Council's Director
into which ali funds shall be deposited.

{2) The bank accounts opened pursuant io subsection (1), shall be
separate from that
ofthe Council.

(3) Two signatories shall be required for every cheque or
instrument for actual payment or withdrawal of funds from a constituency
account and the signing instruction shall be such that there' shali be a
signature of a nominee from group A and a signature of a nominee from
group B as follows:

(a) signatory groupA shallbe . .

(i) the Council Director; and

- (i) the Councii Planning Officer;

(b) signatory group B shall be:
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- (D the Council Treasurer; and

(ii} the Council Accountant.

{4 Funds.'. from the constituency account shall only be withdrawn as
dishursements for a particular project in accordance with the provisions of this
Act.

(5) Bach and every payment out of the constituency account shail

strictly be on the basis of a minute resolution of the Constituency Development

Catalyst Commitiee.

(&) All receipts, savings and accruals to the constitzency account and
the balances thereof at the end of each financial vear shall be retained in the
constituency aceount for the purposes for which the account is maintained.

(7) All vnuiilized funds shall remain in the constituency account and
no investment alsewhere shall be permitted, provided that funds meant for a
project that is cancelled or discontinued shall be returned tothe CDCFE.

{8) Notwithstanding any provisions of this Act, CDCF funds shall not
beused for purposes other than those provided for under this Act.

23.-(1) Abank account of the CDXCF shall be opened and maintained
at the bank established in accordance with the Banking and Financial
Institutions Act. -

{2) The signature of the persons specified under section 22(3 ) shall be
mandatory on all payment cheques and insiruments intended for actual release
ofmoney from the CDCF.

24.- (1) An accurate record of all disbursements made for projects in

each constituency shall be kept and updated every month by the Secretary of

" the Constituency Development Catalyst Committee.

(2) The disbursement of funds to the CDCF account shall be effected
within the first six months of each financial year with an initial amount
equivalent to fifty percent of the total estimated account for the year and the

remaining ﬁftsf percent shali be disbursed in the second half of the financial

year.
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(3) Where econornic conditions allow, the Treasury may dishurse
at once the whole amount alloeated for each cdnstituenc.y.

25, -The financial year of the CDCF shalﬁ be & period of m'e.!ve
months ending on 30th day of June. | |

' PART VIII - MISCELLANEGUS PROVISIONS

26. - (1) The Minister may make regulations for management and
smooth mnning ofthe CDCF. |

(2) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, amend any of the
Schedules tothis Act. '

27. (1) The provisions of this Act shall be eomplementary to any
other development projects financed by the Government or any other

agency to an area of a constituency and nothing in this Act shall be construed

as meaning that an area may be excluded from any other development

programmes by the Governmeni 5r any other agency.

{(2)For the avoidance of doubt, normal allocation of funds by the
Government for development project shall contiie in tandem with other
projects funded under this Act.

28.- {1} Any person who misappropriat_es agsists OF causes any
person to misappropriate or apply the funds, or assets from the CDCF
otherwise than iin the manner provided in this Act, commits an offence.

(2} A person who is convicted for an offence under subsection H
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fifteen million shillings or to

imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both.
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FIRST SCHEDULE

(iﬁﬁder section 12}

CORSTITUENCY PROJECTS SUBMISSION LIST

Name of Consttuency

Finandial Year

District: ‘ - . Ward
Serial number Name of project Cost estimates in Naira
L a
2.
3.
4,
5. ‘

Total amount for the year »————-—-—e-—s-e- 1

Name of Member of the National Assembly (Suparvisor):

Signature:

vame of the District Planning Officer

ignature:

Date:
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SECOND SCHEDULE

{Under section 28)

STANDARD PROIECT DESCRIPTION FORM
{to be completed in Constituency Development Catalyst Commiittes]

Conslituency: Districty —-oveemmmmmeee State:

Proiect Number: Project Title:

Sigtus of project (Hok one) New: -~ —  Extenslon: —-—----- {n-going; «-—--—--—-—
Rehabilitation:

Brief statement on progress at time of submission

Financlal year under refarance 15t Juby: —————rsmeemveere £ 309 June:

Original cost estimates, in N: Date:

Person compleling form:  Signaturs:

Rame of the Secretary:

Pasition: —
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