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A BILL
FOR

AN Aot TO PROVIDE FOR MEDIA COVERAGE OF NIGERIA COURTS
FROCEEDINGS FOR THE PURPOSE OF GATHERING AND-DISSEMINATING
MEWS TO THE PUBLICAND FOR RELATED MATTERS, 2016 A
Sponsored by: Hon. Domiel Reyenieju
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BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria-

1. As from the commencement of this Act, the Presiding Judge in
a proceeding of any court in the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall pérmit the
broadcasting, felevising, electronic recording, streaming or photographing
of judicial proceedings for the purposes of gathering and disseminating
news to the public or for the purpose of education, unless-

(a) The Presiding Judge finds that allowing such broadcasting,
televising, electronic recording, streaming or photographing of the
proceeding would interfere materially with National Security; and

(b) The determination under subsection {1)(A) is hitherto made
under exceptional circumstances.

2. Without prejudice to the provision of this Act, the National
Judicial Council of the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall within 30days of
commencement of the Act provide guidelines with respect to the
management and administration of broadcasting, televising, electronic
recording, streaming or photographing described under section (1}.

3. In the interests of justice and fairness, the Presiding Judge of
each court of the Federal Republic of Nigeria- '

(a) May provide rules and regulations for the courtroom use of any
form of media or media equipmént and the acquisition or distribution of any

of the images or sonnds obtained in the courtroom;
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{b) The Presiding Judge may require any media representative
intending to cover the proceeding to demonsirate adequately in advance of the
proceeding that the equipment that will be used meets the fight and sound
standards of the court.

4. Inthis Act- _
“Presiding Judge™ as referred to in this Act means the Judge presiding over a
proceeding inacourt of competent jurisdiction in Nigeria;

“Court” as referred to in this Act means any court of civil or criminaj
Jurisdiction established by any law or deemed to be so established;

“Judicial Proceedings or Proceedings” as referred to in this Act includes all
procedwrals and hearings before a courl, or a tribunal or admicistrative bozard
that performs judicial fanctions;

“Media Coverage™ mcludes broadeasting, televising, electronic recording, or
photographing of judicial proceedings for the pumpose of gathering and
disseminating news to the public or for the purpose of education.

5. This Billmay be ciled as the Coverage on the Nigerian Courts Bill,
2016.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
The Bill seeks to provide for media coverage of all court proceedings in all
Courts of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It seeks to forther pablic access io
courl proceedings by permilting presiding judges at all court levels 1o open

their courtrooms for media coverage.



