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FOR

AN ActTo AMEND THE NATIONAL HEALTH BILL 2014 TO INCLUDE FREE

AND COMPULSORY PERIODIC MEDICAL TESTS FOR PREVALENT AND
CHRONIC ALLMENTS OR CONDI'HONS ONALL PERSONS LIviNG IN NIGERIA
ANDFOR RELATED M_ATIERS, 2016
. ‘ .S"pftﬂso"'e.d bjf Hon, Dickson D. Tarkighir
| 11

BE [T ENACTED by the 1\Iatlonal Assembly of the Federai
Repubhe ofN igena as feliows

L The Natlona] Health Bill 20 14 (herem aﬁer referred to as the -
"PrmcrpalAct") is hereby amended to set outin th:s Blll

2. The Pnnapal Actis amended by msertmg a new part V before
the subs:stlng partV aud to reorderthe parts accordmgly toread as follaws

"PART V ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SCHEME FOR FREE AND COMPULSORY

MED[CAL TESTS FGR PREVALENT AN'D CHRONIC AILMENTS OR
CONDITIOI\S On ALL PERSONS LIVING N NIGI-:R:A

(1) The Federal Mmtstry of Health is authonsed to estabhsh and
manage the scheme for free and compulsory medxcal tests for pr-evalent and
chmmc a*lments or condmonson all persons {ivmg in ngena.

@ POWERS AND FEATURES OF THE SCHEME

(a) All persnns lwmg in ngeria shaH have to uﬂdertake penodxc

free and cﬂmpuisory medlcal tests fer prevalent and chr_omc axlments or

eﬁndjnuns

(b} 'I'heScheme shaﬂl adcpt andpenodieaﬁy rewew aud 1f needbe
revise what the prevaient and ehronm aﬂments are for ﬁ'ee medlcai and
sompu%sory testmg,

(c) Ail persoas coming ;nto the country and whose stay is for a

-period of more than 60 days shall be tested for prevalent and chmmc '

C 5247

Commencement

Amendment of -
the Principal Act



C 5248

National Health Bitl, 2014 (4mendmen) Bill 2016 . | 2016

- B T S

11

12

13
14

15
.16
17

18

19
20

21
22
23

24

25

26,
L2

28

29
30 .,

ailments as adopted orrev1sed by the ministry of health;

(d) The Scheme shall ensure that all persons are counseHed before and
after such tests;

(e} All Govemment owned hospitals and clinics including accredited
test centres shall carry out free and compulsory medical tests;

.(t) A test under this scheme shall be deemed completed only after the
tested person has received all the resulis of the tests; ‘ _

() The Scheme shall create and manage a portal of all persons tested
i every period but shall not publish the results of any of thosetests;

[4:)) Where other conditions or signs or symptoms or risks of other
ailments not captured by this schem_e are noticed during the “tests for the
ailments and conditions under this scheme, the person(s) in whom these

conditions or signs or symptoms or risks are noted shall be informed and

advised to seek further tests with relev.ant experts. In this case, fees as

_ appropriate shallbe charged for those further tests.

(3) CLASSIFICATION OF CHRONIC -AND PREVALENT
AILMENTS/CONDITIONS

(8 For the purpose of thls bill, “preveient and chronic

5 a.ilme_t_lts_/condltlons "are:

(i) HIVandAIDS 7 L o
(i) Any other allments ot condmons for which in the consideration of
the mmxster/mmls_tgy of health, is/are e_hromc, prevalent and very expensive
and or very difficult tomanage when t_;otigiiagziosed early;. .
N Gtit} Any epidemic or outbreak thathas the chafacter’istics of (ii) above

but 1sage, gender or region/location related and for Wthh case the tests shail be

compulsory for onlya select tgroup or reglon

(4) OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME R R i
(a) To provide relevant health data towards aldmg effectlve policy
d1rect10n and budget priont:es inthe health sector

(b) Toensure awareness by mdjvuiuals,of their hna}th status; .
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(c) To ehsure early detection of ailments or I'lSkS of ailments by

mdmduais

(d) To enham:e eaﬂy treatment anci or management of mlments or

condmons

{e) To reduce the cost or mortality rates that arises from late

- dlagnoszlg,of chronic and termma! aﬂtmmts or conditions;

H To build.and mstlﬂ a health awareness culture among persons

. living in Nigeria. -

{5) OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES FOR FREE AND COMPULSORY

. -PERIODIC MEDICAL TESTS FOR PREVALENT AND CHRONIC ATLMENTS OR

CONDITIONS SCHEME

_{a) The Federal Ministiy‘ of Health sh'all manage a portal of all such

tests under thls scheme And shall update test status of individuals in real

time

b} Tests shallbe adrmmstered and recorded on the portal only after

' results for such tests have been received by the tested person and counsel

given;

be updated as *'test completed" i inso faras the results of the tests are freated

| _ conﬁdentlally and gwenisent to them

(d) Whe{e Government estabhehments of schools already have
exmtmv chinics or sick bays 'I'l'.le Federal Mmlstry of Health may equip-and

stai’f ortrainexisting staffen:cenductm g The reqmred tests;

_ (e) There shail be .tes_t_ auditors who shait go. threugh records of
admhﬂstered tests and once Satisﬁed shall update the portairusiug their
unigue ingu] cpedentlals and shall-be responsﬂ)le for the authentlclty of the
entries andﬂpdatet made

- D) The admm prwﬂeses for accessand actmty on{he portal shali
be assigned proportionate to the existing fevels of authority without
compromising coitrel, reporting lines an(l‘;the need for supervieion from the

-

{c) Where counsel is refused by the tested persen their statﬁs shall



C 5250

National Health Bill, 2014 (4mendment) Bill 2016 - 2016

M‘.
h

[

N . T RN

ﬁ 8 888 3.3 5 (P S vl v =

RS
R

hicrarchy of command; '7
{(g) The F ederaI thstry of Health shall dewse means to as much as
pos51ble provrde opportumty for testmg by all; persons lwmg in N1ger1a

(b) A personal 1dent1ﬁcatron number shall be computer generated

:upon ﬁrst blometrlc reg1stratlon for free compulsory medlcal testmg and this

number shall be requned for the conﬁrmanon of test status of individuals by

orgamsatlons in the course of screenmg for employment or promotlon schools

for the purpose of admtssxon 1mm1gratlon and embassv oﬁices forthe pttrpose

of travel documents banks for the purpose of opemng or updatmg bank
aecounts insurance compames for the purpose of obtammg an 1nsurance.
package and for any other purposes for wlnch posmve actron shall depend on
the test status belng conﬁrmed as "test completed" '

K (6) CREATION OF TESTAUDIT UN]TS '

(a) There shalt be establlshed a Test Audlt Umt wh:ch shall comprrse
of’ the followmg stafprpomted/transferred/promoted io these posrtrons by the
mlmstry of health

' () At least 3 ward Audltors ineach of the Local Government Wards of
the Federat:lon ' ‘ o ) _ . o

(n) One Local GovernmentAudltor and twoAssrstantAudxtors

(111) One State GovemmentAudxtor for each State of the Federanon ;

(1v) One Natnonal Andltor and' 6 A531stant Natlonal Audltors |

) '.(b)FUNc:mNs OF TESTAUDITORS

(1) To update the portal w1th the test status of mdw1duals whose tests

are done in thelrwardeocal Govermneotf State

(n) To vet test reports to ensure that they were professmnally

’ adm:mstered

(111) To work to enhance credeIe and easﬂy avallable ﬁ'ee testmg

underthe:r Jurtsdlctlon

(IV) To analyse test reports
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(v) To forward names of test defaulters o the mlmstry of Justlce for

prosecutlon

7. DEFAULTS AND PENALTIES UNDER THE SCHEME

(1) A person who fails to test for the arlments or condltlons that are

' perlodtcally reqmred under thlS Act commits an oifencepumshable bya flne

or nnprlsonment or commumty work of not less than 5 hours daily for at

1east 60 days,

(n) A person sha]l be deemed as havmg faﬂed to test 1f atmore than

six montbs mto the current penod of testing they have not tested for the

aﬁments and condmons under this Act or as revised. Except where such a
person has been out ofN 1gena for a duratron 1onger than 3 mouths in the first
sixmonths of the current penod for testmg,

(iii) As far as a person who may have defaulted in then' test has not

bemg charged to court, he/she shall not be deemed as havmg failed to test if

they tarnup for testmg at anytrme

(iv) Parents and Guardlans shall be liable for the testing of infants

and minors llvmg under their care

‘ (v} Wh..re tests for cen:am cond.ltmns/ar]ments/nsks are no longer
med:cally necessary, the State Audltor shall exempt such persons from -
further testmg for such condrtlons allmeuts risks but ensure that such
exemptlon is handled in a manner as to not compromtse the conﬁdentlahty
ef the test results

(v1) Thrs Act reqmres all mstrtutlons operatmg in ngenato require

then' statf apphcants students etc to show proof of an updated free and |
cornpulsory medlcal tests Thls shall only include the fact that such tests
have been camed out and not necessanly the results of such tests except
where othermse stated
Insututmns may apply to any oﬂ'ice of the Audxtors to seek and shall be grven
the test status of then' emp]oyees a_pphcants or Staff havmg supphed the

Perscnal Identification number(s) of such staff, empleyee(s), applicant(s).
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' Test Status shall only show whether or not testing has beeu done.

8. This Bill may be cited as the Natlonal Health Bill, 2014

' (Ameudment) Bill, 2016.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This bill seeks to amend the National Health Bilt 20 14 to ensure that there is
garly detecuon of prevaient health risks, conditions and allments 50 as to make
preventlon, management and treatment easier to deal with i in order to create a

nation where everyone is aware of their health status as it relates to the rlsks

' condltmns and allmenrs underthis biil and hence hve healﬁuer hves



