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A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA ACT
1999 {cap. N136 LrN 2004} AND RE-ENACT THE AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA ACT 2016 AND FOR RELATED MATTERS,
2016
Spensaored by Hon. Lims Okorie
L

ENACTED by the Nationai Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Wigeriaas follows:
PART I - ESTABLISHMENT, ETC., OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
CounciL, OF NIGERIA

1. There is hereby established a body to be kmown as the
Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria {in this Aci referred 1o as "the
Council™) wﬁich under that name shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal, and may sue or be sued in its corporate name.

2.1} There is hereby established for the C.ouncil a governing
board which shall consist of the following members o be appointed by the
President:

(a) the Chairman who shall be a person in any of the fields of
agricultural sciences with cognate wide knowledge and experience;

(b) the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development;

{c} the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of industry,
Trade and Investment; |

(d) the Permanent Secretary of the Federal Ministry of Science and
Techuology; | |

{e)the President of the Farmers Association of Nigeria;

(f) the Chairman of the Agric Business Group of the Manufacturers
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Association of Nigeria;

{g)atechnical expéﬁ cach with wide knowledge and experience in:

(iYcrops,

{ii) livestock,

(iii} fisheries: and

(h) the Executive Secretary of the Councii who shall be the Secretary
to the Council, |

(2) The sﬁpplemen‘tary provisions set out in the First Schedule to this
Actshall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and the other
matiers contained therein.

[First Schedule]

3.-(1) A member of the Board, other than an ex-officio member, shall
hold office for a term of four years in the first instance and may be re-appointed
for afurther term of four years and no more,

(%) The office of a member of the Board shal] become vacant if:

(a) heresigns his office by a letter addressed by him to the Minister; or

(b} the Minister is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Council

“for the person to continue in office as a member, in which case, the Minister

shall, with the approval of the President, notify the member to that effect.

(3) Where a vacancy cceurs in the membership of the Board, it-shall
be filted by the appointment of a successor to hold office for the remainder of
the term of office of his predecessor, so however that the successor shall
represent the same interest and shafl be appointed by the President,

4. The members of the Board shall be paid such sitting allowances as
the Federal Government may, from tirme to time, determine for the chairmen
and members of statutory boards geiterally.

PART I - FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL
5. The functions of the Council shallbe to:
{a) advise the Federal Government on national policies and priorities

i agriculturalresearch, training and extension activities;



2016  Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (Repeal and Re-enaciment) Bill, 2016 © 5219

I (b) manage, plan, conduct and promote research, human resource

2 development and technology generation, assessment and adoption for the

LI

advancement ofall aspects of agriculture in Nigeria;

4 (¢) prepare pericdic master plans for agriculiural research, training
5 and extension and advise the Federal Govermnment on the financial
] requirement for the implementation of such plans;

7 {d) ensure the implementation of the approved master plans by the
E; appropriate research institutes, colleges, universities and other bodies;

9 (&) participate in the process of the appointment of Directors of
i0 agricultural research institutes established under university stafutes, by Vice
i1 Chancellors;

12 (f) prescribe and give policy direction to the Federal Colleges of
13 Agriculture, established under section 15 of thig Act, on their training and
14 sxtensionactivities;

i3 (g) supervise research, training and extepsion activities of research
16 institutes estabtished under section 14 of this Act;

17 ‘ {(h) prepare the annual budget for agricultural research, training and
18 extension programmes of the institutes and colleges under its acgis and
19 receive grants for allocation to the institutes and colleges for the
20 implementation of the annual programmes and to universities and other
2% bodies for spesial researéh or training projects;

22 (i) maintain an up-to-date record of all existing facilities for
23 research, training and extension in the agricultural sciences in Nigeria and
24 adviée the Federal Government on their adequacy and efficient utilization;
25 (i) advise the Federal Government on the re-organisation of
26 existing institutes and colleges, including the creation of new ones, as are
27 required to implement or further the efficiency of research, fraining and
28 extension inthe agi‘icultural sciences;

29 (k) promote collaboration between scientists engaged in research

30 in the agricultural sciences in Nigeria and their counterparts in other
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couniries or international bodies;

{I) establish and maintain a National Agricultaral Science Library and
Documentation Centre and publish or sponsor the publication of research
results in the agricultural sciences; and

(m) carry out such other activities as mey, in the opinion of the
Council, further the advancement of rescarch, training and extension in the
agricultural sciences.

PART III - STAFF OF THE COUNCIL

6.-(1) There shall be appointed by the Presideni. on the
recommendation ofthe M-inister, an Executive Secretary,

{2) The Executive Secretary shall:

(a)be a person with relevant qualification and experience;

(b)bethe chiefexecutive and accounting officer of the Council:

{cyhold office:

(i) for 2 period of five vears in the first instance and may be re-
appointed for a further term of five years and no more; and

{ii) on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his letter of
appointment. -

(3} The Executive Secretary shall, subject to the general direction of
the Council, be responsible for: '

{a)the déy-to-day administration of the Council;

{b) keeping the bocks and proper records of the proceedings of the
Couneii;

{c}the administration of the secratariat of the Council; and

{d) the general direction and control of all other employees of the
Council.

{#) (2) The Board shall, subject to the approval of the Minister,
appoint the following and such other Deputy Exceutive Secretaries it may
deem fit from time o time: |

(yaDeputy Executive Secretary { Crops ),
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1 {ii} a Deputy Executive Secretary (Livestock, Fisheries & Marine),

2 (iii) a Deputy Executive Secretary { Training & Extension),

3 {(iv) a Deputy Executive Secretary (Technical Cooperation and

4 Communication),

5 {v)a Deputy Executive Secretary (Administration and Finance)

] Who shall sach be persons with requisite experience and academic

7 qualifications and assigned such responsibilities as are determined by the

3 Board and Council;

9 Provided that the Deputy Executive Secretary {(Administration and Finance)

10 shall be a member of any of tha.professional accountancy bodies in Nigeria

i1 with noless than five (5} years cognate experience;

i2 {6) In addition to the powers of the Board exercisable under

13 subsection {1) of this sectioin, it shall have power to appoeint such number of

14 Assistant Executive Secretaries as it may deem fit from time to time;

15 {c}The persons appointed by the Board shall each be:

16 (i) persons with reguisite academic qualification and experience,

17 {ii} persons whao, in the opinion of the Board, will assist the Council
18 inthe effective discharge of any of its functions.

19 (5) The Council shali:

20 {a) appoint such number of directors and other employees as may,

21 in the opinion of the Council, be required to assist the Council in the

22 | dischargs of any ofits functions undértms Act;and

23 (b) pay to such persons so uppoinied such remuneration (inclucﬁng

24 aliowénces) as the Council may, after consultations with the National

25 Salaries and Wages Commission, determine. .

26 {6) Notwithstanding subsection (5) of this section, the staff of the

27 Agricultoral Sciences Departiment of the Federal Ministry of Agriculiure

28 and Rural Development shall be deemed to have transferred to the

29 employment of the Council on the commencement of this Act,

3¢ (73 Any staff mentioned in subsection (6) of this section who does
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not wish to transfer to the employment of the Counci? shall remain with the
Ministry.

{8) The Council shall have the power to make, with the approval ofthe
Minister, staff regulations governing conditions of service ofits employees.

7.-{1) Service in the Council shall be approved service for purposes of
the Pensions Reform Act.

(2) Employees of the Council shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities
and other retirement benefits as are enjoyed by persons holding equivalent
grades in the universities, _

(3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this section or in this Act
shall preventthe appointment of a person to any office on terms which preciude
the grant of pension and gratuity in respect of that office.

{4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of the
Pensions Reform Act, any power exercisable there under by a Minister or other
authority of the Gevemmeni of the Federation, other than the power to make
regulations under section 23 of the Act, is hereby vested in and shall be
exercisable by the Councit and not by any other person or authority.

[Cap. P4} |
PART IV - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT EXTENSION FUND

8.-(1} There is hereby e;tablished a fund to be known as the National
Agricultural Developrent E};tgnsi_()ra Fund {in this Act referred to as "the
Fund™. ‘ | 7

{2) Therg: shall be paié and credited info the Fund established under
subsection (1) of this section: ) -

{(a} one per cent ofthe "duti'es, levies and char_éés on agricultural
impérts and exports; | . f; St

{b} a levy of one per cent of the profit befdr&,ﬁgi of@ofﬁpaﬁi’és and
enterprises enumerated i the Second Schedule to this Act with anannuai

turmover 0fN'100,000,000 and above and such paid by the companies shall b&"
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tax deduciible;

{c} grants-in-aid and assistance from bilateral and muitilateral
agencies;

{dy all other sums accruing ¢ the Fund by way of gifis,
endowments, boquest or other voluntary contributions by persons and
organizations;

Provided that the terms and conditions atlached to such gifts, endowments,
bequest or coniributions will not jeopardize ﬁle functions ofthe Council;

{e} such monies as may be appropriated for the Fund bv the
National Assembly; and '

(£} all other monies or asseis that may, from time to time, acerue to
the Fund.

9. All monies accruing io the Fund and account of the Councii
‘fr'em the Sources specified in section 8 of this Act shall be exempted from
income tax and all contributions to the Fund and the accounts of the Council
shal! be tax deductible.

1¢. The Board may, in accordance with the Invés‘afn"gms Trustees
Act, invest any surplus funds in profit yielding ventures and the net incomes
g0 generated shall be paid into the treasury.

11.-(1) The Executivé Secretary of the Council shall keep proper
records of tﬁe accounts sources and use of the monies and assets of the Fund
and shail render accoﬁ.nts tethe Board, from timeto time.

{2} The acccunis of the Fund shall be audiied not later than 3
months after the end of the year to which it relates by external auditors
appointed by the Board from the list and in accordance with the guidelines
supplied by the Auditor General of the Eederation.

12.-(1) {a) The Nigeria Customs Service shall asses$ and collect
the duties and levies imposed under §(2)(a) o_f this Bill; and

{b} The Federal Inland RBVBH{JE‘: Service shall assess and collect the

levy imposed under section 8(2)(bYof this Bill.

Exemption from
Tax

Investiment Cap.
445 LFN

Accounts and
Report of the
Fund
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Seivice and Federal
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(2) (a) The Nigeria Customs Service shail upon assessment and
collection from any company or individual, either customis or excise duty
and/or levy, immediately deduct and credit fo the Fund the duty or levy due
under section 8(2)(a) of this Bili; and

(b) The Federal Inland Revenue Service shall while assessing any
company listed under the Second Scheduie to this Bill for either company or
income tax for an accounting period, alsor assess such company for the levy or
tax due under section 8(2)(b) of this'Bili.

(3) The duty and levy imposed under section 8 of this Biil shall be due
and payable within 60 days after the Federal Inland Revenue Service has
respectively served notice of the assessment on a company in a such a form as
the Federal Inland Revenue Service may, from time to time, determine;

{4} Where a levy imposed under section 8{2)(b) of this Bill is not paid
within the time specified in this section, the Federal Inland Revenue Service
shall serve onthe company, a demand note for the unpaid tax plus aa sum which
isequal to 5 percent ofthe fevy. |

{8} Any company, agency or organization that fails within two months
after a demand note, to pay the levy imposed under section 8 of this Bill has
been served on it, commits an offense and is liable on vonviction to a fine ofnot

less than N2,000,000 or 20% of the levy (whichever is higher); and the Chief

Executive Officer of the company, ageicy or organization shall be lizbie o be

prosecuted and punished for the offense in_like maunner as if he/she had

himselfherself committed the offense, unless he/she proves thai the act or

omission constituting the offense took place without his/her knowiedge,

CONSENt O connivance. ,

{6) The instimtion of procezding or imposition ofa penalty under this
Bill shall not relieve a cempany, agency or organization from liability to pay
the Federal Inland Revenue Service such levy or levies that may become due
under this Bill.

13.-(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Bill, any person or
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corporate body whe contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of
this Bill commits an offence.

{2y Where a body corporate fails to make payment within two
months of after a demand note for unpaid levy plus 5 percent of this levy has

heen served on the body carporate, the body corporate cominits an offence

_under this Bill.

(3) Where an offence under this Bill is commitied by a body
corporate or firm or other association of individuals:

{a) Bvery Chief Executive Officer of the body corporate or any

Officer acting in that capacity or on his/her benhalf; and

{b) Every person purporting to act in any capacity mentioned under
paragraph (a) of this subsection commits an offence, unless he/she proves
that the act or omission cosnstituting the offence took place without his
knowledge, consent or copnivance.

{4) Where a person or body corporate fails to comply with the
suidelines and standards prescribed by the Council in the discharge of its
duties underthis Bill, such person or body corporate commits an offence.

{5 :The Council shalf collaborate with the Standards Organization
of Nigeria and other refevant agencies to enforce the guidelines and
standards formulated by the Council in the discharge of ifs duties under the
Bill.

14.-(1} Except as otherwise provided in this Bill, a body corporate
or person who commits an offence under this Bill where no specific penalty
is provided, is liable on convictien:

{a) For a first time offence, to a fine 0f N500,000 or imprisonment
foraterm of one year or to both such fine and imprisonment, and

(b) For a second and subsequent offence, toafine of N1,3 G0,000 or
to imprisoament for aterm of 3 years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) The institution of p_roceedingsr or imposition of a penalty under

this Bill shall not relieve a body corporate or person from Hability to pay the

Offences relating
to Corporate
Bodies
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Federal Inland Revenue Service such levy or tax which may become due under
thig Bill,
PART ¥V - FINANCIAL AND RELATED PROVISIONS

15, The Council shall establish and maintain an account into which
shalf be paid and eredited:

{a} All subventions and budgetary allocations from the Federal
Government;

(b) Gifts. loans, grants-in-aid from naticnal, bilateral and multilateral
organizations and agencies:

{c) Rents, fees and other internally generated revenues from services
provided by the Council; and |

{d)All other sums accruimg to the Council from time to time.

16. The Council may, from tme 1o tzme apply the proceeds oI the |
Fund established under section § of th;sAct;

(a) Tothe costof or Agricultural Research, Tralmng and Extension;

() To the cost of administration of rhc Council; ’

(¢} To the payment of the emeluments, allowances and benefits (.}f
members of the Board and for reimbursing ﬁaemb ers of the Board or of ary
committee set up by the Board and for such expenses as may be expressiy
authorized by the Boards; _

(d) To the payment of the salaries, fees or other remuneration or
aflowances gratitude’s ad pem[ons angi :)therbemf is payable to the staff-and
other employvees of the Agency, chl however that 10 payment of any kind under
this paragraph {except such as may be expressly authorized by the Board) shall
bemadeto any person whois in receipt of emoluments from the Government of
the Federation orofa State;

{¢}Forthe development and maintenance of any.property vested in or
owned by the Council;

{f) For maintaining general financial reserves subject to general or

special directive that may be given in that behaif by the Minister in accordance
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with the provisions ofthis Act; and

(g} To any other expenditure in connection with all or any of its
functions under this Act,

17.-{1} The Counci! shall, not later than 30th September in each
year submif to the Minister an estimaie of its income and expenditure
(including payments to the Council of the fund for next succeeding vear);

(2) The Council shall keep proper accounts in respect of each year
and proper records in relation to those accounts and shall cause iis accounts
to be audited within six months after the end of each year by auditors
appointed from the list in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the
Auditor General for the Federation.

18. The Council shall prepare and submii to the Minister, not later
than 30th June in each year, areport in sush form as prescribed in this Billon
the activities ofthe Agency during the immediately preceding year, and shall
include in the report a copy of the audited accounts of the Council for that
year and of the auditor's report therson.

19.-(1) The Council may accept gift of land, money or other
property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may be specified by the
person or organisation making the gift.

{2) The Council shall not accept any gift if the conditions attached
by the persen or organisation making the gifi are inconsistent with the
functions ofthe Council under this Bill.

20. The Council may, in accordance with the general authority of
the Minister, borrow such sums of money as the Council may require in the
exercise of its functions under this Bill or its subsidiary legisiation.

21.-{1) The Council shall be exempted from the payment of
income tax on any income accruing from investments made by the Board or
otherwise howsoever.

(2} The provision of any enaciment relating to the taxation of

companies or trust Tunds shall not apply to the Counciior the Board.

Annual Estimates
and Accounts

Annual Reports

Power to accept
gifts

Power to Borrow

Exemption trom
Tax
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PART VI - ESTABLISHMENT OF RESEARCH ENSTITUTES

22.-(1) The Minister may, with the approval of the President, by order
published in the Gazette, establish research instifutes, and the provisions of the
Third Schedule to this Act shall apply in relation to any institute so established.

[Third Schedule]

{2) An order establishing a research institute under this Act may
contaim supplementary or incidental provisions, including provisions for

{a) the designation of the institute;

(b) the matter or matters on which the institute is to conduct research,
including training and extension where appropriate;

(¢) the transfer to the institute of the assets and liabilities of any
existing Federal research establishment;

{d) the establishment, constitution and proceeding of a governing
board to manage the affairs of the institute; |

{e) a suitable association or other forms of relationship of the institute
with any university or institution ofhigher learning in Nigeria.

PART VII - BSTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE

23.-(1) The Minister may, with the approval of the President, by order
published in the Gazette, establish Fedaral Colleges of Agricultgre under this
Act(inthis Acireferred toas "Colleges of Agriculture”).

{2} The Colleges of Agricuiture specified in paragraph (1) of the
Fourth Schedule ofthis Act shall be deemed to have been established under this
Act.

[Fourth Schedule]

(3)The provisions of paragraphs (2)-(10) of the Fourth Schedule of
this Biil shall apply in relation to any Federal College so established.

(4)The Colleges of Agriculture shall provide training for middle level
manpower for the agricultural sector,

(5) The statutory functions, rights, interests, obligations and liabilities

of the Colleges of Agriculture in subsection {2) of this section, existing before
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the commencement of this Act under any contract or insirument, or in law or

in equity shall, by virtue of this Act, be deemed to have been assigned te and

" vestedin the Council estabiished by this Act.

{6 Any such contract or instrument as is mentioned in subsection
{4 of this section shall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of
the Council established by this Act and shall be enforceable as fully and
effectively as if instead of the Colleges of Agriculture in subsection (2) of
this section existing before the commencement of this Act, the Council
established by this Act has beennamed therein or had been a party thereto.

(7} The Council established by this Act shall be subject to all the
obligations and liabilities to which the Celleges of Agriculture in subsection
{2) of this section existing before the commencement of this Act were
subject immediately before the commencement of this Act and all other
persons shall have the same rights, powers and remedies against the Council
established by this Act as they had against the Colleges of Agriculture
specified in subsection {2) of this section and existing before the
commencement of this Act.

{8) Any proceeding or cause of action pending or existing

'immediately before the eommencement of this Act, by or against the

Colleges of Agriculture specified in subsection (2) of this section and
existing before the commencement of this Act in respect of any right,
interest, obligation or liability of the Colleges of Agriculture specified in
subsection (2} of this section and existing before the commencement of this
Act may be continued or as the case maSz be commenced and any
determination of a court of law, tribunal or other anthority or person may be
enforced by or against the Council established by this Actto the same extent
that such proceeding or cause of action or determination might have been
continued, commenced or enforced by or againstthe Colleges of Agriculture
specified in subsection (2) of this 'section and existing before the

commencement of this Act.
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{9) All assets, funds, resources and other movable or immovabie
property which immediately before the cemmencement of this Act were vested
in the Colleges of Agriculture existing before the commencement of this Act
shall by virtue of this Act and without further assurarice, be vested in the
Council established by this Act,

{10y Any person who immediately before the coming into force of this
Actis the holder of any office in any of the Colleges of Agriculture specified in
subsection {2} of this section and existing before the commencement of thig Act
shall, on the commencement of this Act, continue in office and be desmed to
have been appointed to his offica by the Council established by this Actunless
authority by which the person was appointed terminates the appointment.

PART VIIT - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

24.-(1) For the purpose of providing residential accommodation for
its staff and such offices and preinises as may be considered necessary for the
performance of its finctions nnder this Act, the Council may:

{a} purchase or take on lease any interest in fand; and .

(b) build, firmish, equip and maintain residential quarters, offices and
premises.

(2) Subject to the Land Use Act, the Council may, with the approval of
the Mintster, sell or fease ary resideniial quarters, land, offices or prernises heid
by itand no longer required forthe performance ofits fimgctions,

{Cap. L5.) .

25.-(1) The Council, Institutes andCdlleges referred to in sections 22
and 23 of this Act and such other institutes and colleges as may be established
by order of the Minister pursuant to sections 22(1) a.ud 27 i) of'this Act, shall
have power, subject to regulations to be issued; from time to time, by the
Council to incorporate spin off companies or enier into public private.
partnerships in the agricultural research system in Nigeria.

(2} The spin off companies or public pnvate partnerships

incorporated or entered into pursuant o subsectlon (1) of this section shalf be
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charged with the rcsponsibilities of providing the platform for the
commercialisation, privatization and marketing of scientific, agricultural
and technological discoveries, innovations and findings of products
developed by the Council, Institutes and Colleges referred to in this Act.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, the scientific, agricultural and
technological discoveries, innovations and findings of the Council,
Institutes and Colleges established under this.Act shail have intellectual
property rights attached to them as prescribed and protected under the
Nigeria Copyright Commission Act 2004 and the National Office for
Technology Acquisition and Promotion Act 2004,

26. The Minister may the Councilor the Executive Secretary such
directives of a general nature or relating generally to particular mafters of
policy with regards to the exarcise of its or his functions as he may consider
necessary and it shall be the duty of the Couneilor the Executive Secretary 10
comply with the directives or cause them to be complied with.

27.-(1) Any research institute established for the agricultural
science sector under the National Agency for Science and Engineering
Infrastructure Act shali be deemed to be established under this Bill.

[Cap. N3.]

(2) Any research institute established for agricuitural research
under the Nigerian Research Institutes Act 1964 and the Research Institutes
(Establishment, £tc) Order 1973, shall cach be deemed to be established
under this Bill.

(3) For the avoidance of doulst, the governing boards and councils
constituted under the Act and Order ceferved to in subsection (2) of this
section shall be deemedto ﬁave ween dissolved and the staffof the Instites
deemed to have transferred to the employment of the Council from the date
oftheir appointment by the respective nstitutes.

(4) Accordingly, the Nigerian Research Institutes Act 1964 and the

Rescarch Institutes (Establishment, etc.) Order 1975 are heveby

Directives by
the Minister

$aving of certain
Research Institutes
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consequently repealed.

(5) The statutory functions, rights, interests, obligations and Yabilities
of the repealed Institutes in subsection (4) of this section, existing before the
commencement of this Act under any contract or instrument, or in faw or in
equity shall by virtue of this Act, bedeemedtohave been assignedto and vested
inthe Council established by this Bill.

(6} Any such contract or instrument as is mentioned in subsection {5)
of this section shall be of the same force and effect against or in favour of the
Council established by this Act and shall be enforceable as fiilly and effectively
as if instead of the Institutes in subsection (4) of this section existing before the
commencement of this Act, the Council established by this Act has been named
therein or had been a party thereto.

(7) The Council established by this Bill shall be subject to all the
obligations and liabilities to which the Institutes in subsection (5) of this
section existing before the commencement of this Act was subject immediately
before the commencement of this Act and ali other persons shali have the same
rights, powers and remedies against the Council established b}f‘this Actasthey
had against the Institutes in subsection {(5) of this section existing before the
commencement ofthis Bill,

{8) Any proceeding or cause of action pending or existing
immediately before the commencement of this Act, by or against the Institutes .
in subsection (5) of this section existing before the commencement of this Act
In respeci of any right, interest, obligation or liability of the Institutes in
subsection (5) of this section existing before the commencement of this Bilj
may be continued or as the case may be commenced and any determination ofa
court of law, tribunal or other authority or person may be enforced by or against
the Counci] éstablished by this Bill to the same extent that such proceading or
cause of action or determination mighi have been continued, commenced or
enforeed by or against the Instituies in subsection {5} of this seciion axisling

before the commencement of thiz Bill.
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(9) All assets, funds, resources and other movable or immovable
property which immediately before the commencement of this Act were
vested in the Institutes existing before the commencement of this Act shall
by virtue of this Act and without further assurance, be vested in the Council
established by this Bill.

(10) Any person who immediately before the coming into force of
this Bill is the holder of any office in the Institutes in subsection (5) of this
section existing before the commencement of this Bill shall, on the
comm er_;gement of this Bill, continue in office and be deemed to have been
appointed to his office by the Council established by this Bill unless
authority by which the person was appointed terminates the appointment.

28.-(1) The National Centre for Agriculture Mechanizaticn Act
1990 is hereby repealed.

(2) The National Centre for Agriculture Mechanization, the
National Centre for Genetic Resources and Bio-technology, the Federal
College of Co-operatives and the Federal College of Land Resource;s
Technology, respectively operational under the Departments of Co-
operatives aﬁd Agricufural Land Resources of the Ministry, shall be
Aecrmed to be established under this Act.

(3) Accordingly, the provisions of section 23(4) - () of this Act
shati apply mutantis mutandi to the Centers and Colleges specified under
subsection (2) of this section with such modifications asare applicable.”.

29, The Council may make regulations as in its opinion arc
necessary or expedient for giving full effect to the provisions of this Billand
for the due administration ofits provisions.

30. Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires:

"agricultural sciences” includes crop sciencs, fisheries, forestry and
veterinary scients;
"Roard" means the Governing Board of the Council; "chairman” means the

chairman of the Board;

Repeal and Savings
of CAP. N131
LFN, 2004, etc.

Regulations

[nterpretation
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"Council” means the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria established
under section 1 of thisAct;

"Fund" means the National Agricultural Development Endowment Fund
established under section § of this Act;

“Executive Secretary" means the Executive Secretary appointed for the
Council under section 6 of this Act;

"member of the Board" includes the chairman;

"Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility for Agriculture,

3L, This Bill may be cited as the Agricultural Research Council of
Nigeria(Repeal and Re-enactment) Bill, 2016,

Scuepuies
FIRST SCHEDULE
[Section 2 (2)]
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD, ETC.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD
Proceedings of the Board

L.-(1) Subject to this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the
Board may make standing orders regulating its proceedings and thoge of any of
its committees,

[Cap. 123}

(2) The quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman or the member
presiding at the meeting and not less than one-third of all the members of the
Board and the quorum of any committee of the Board shall be determined by
the Board,

Meeting of the Board

2.(1) The Board shall medt not les§'than three times in each yeur and
subject thereto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the
Chairman and if the Chairman is required io do so by notice given fo i by not

fess than one-third ofall the members of the Board, he shall SUmmon & tiseting
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of the Board to be held within fourteen days from the date on which the

P notice is given.

3 (2) At any meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside but if

4 he is absent, the members present at the meeting shall appoint one of their
nismber to preside atthat meeting.

8 (3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person on a

7 particular matter, the Board may co-opt him to the Board for such period as it

8 thinks fit; but a person who is in attendance by virtue of this sub-paragraph

9 shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Board and shall not count

10 towards a quoruim.

11 Committees

12 3.-(1) The Board may appoint one or more committees to carry out,

i3 on behalf of the Board, such of its functions as the Board may determine.

14 (2) The Board shall appoint a standing Agricultural Seientific and

15 Technological Research Committee of the Board to be known as "the

16 Technical Committee” which shall be charged with the responsibility of

17 advising the Board and the Council on research and innovation matters:

18 (3) A committes appointed under this paragraph shall consist of

19 stuch number of persons (not necessarily members of the Board) as may be

20 determined by the Board and a person other than a member of the Board

21 shall hold office on the committee in accordance with the terms of his

22 ap;ﬁointment.

23 {(4) A decision of'a committee of the Board shall be of no effaet until

24 it is confirmed by the Board.

25 Miscellaneous

26 4.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by W

27 the signature of the Chairman, the Executive Secretary or of any other

28 person authorised generally or specifically to act for that purpose by the

29 Board. ‘

30 (2) Any contract or instrument, which, if made or executed by a
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person not being a body corporate, would ot be required to be under seal may
be made or executed on behalf of the Council by the Chairman or any person
generally or specially authorised to act for the purpose by the Board.

(3) Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under
the seal of the Council shall be received in evidence and shall, unless and untii
the contrary is proved, be presumed to be so executed.

Falidity of Proceedings

5, The validity of any proceeding of the Board or of a committee
thereof shall not be adversely affected by any vacancy in the membership ofthe
Board or commiftee, or by any defect in the appointment of a member of the
Board or of a commitiee, or by reason that a person not entitled to do so teok
part in the proceedings of the Board or committee.

SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 8(2)(5))
Businesses which section 8(2)(a) refers to:

(1) GSM Service Providers and Telecommunications companies;

(ii) Internat service and online companies;

(iii) Banks, Insurance and other Financial Instifutions;

(iv) Agricwdtmval inputs, produce and producis companies;

(v} Healthcare, Food, Beverages, Enterfainment, Catering, Hotel and
Hospitality companies;

{vi} Transport, Haulage, Shipping and A irline operators;

{vil) Breweries and Tobacco companies;

(viii} Building, Construction and Real estate companies;

{ix} Textile, Fumiture, Landscaping, Decoration and Herticultural
companies;

{x) Media, Advertising and Publicity companies;

{(xi) Merchandizing, Trading, Packaging and Courier companies.
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THIRD SCHEDULE
[Section 22(1 ).]
PROVISIONS RELATING TO RESEARCH INSTITUTES
FProceedings of the Board

1-(1) All references to "the governing board" in this Part of the Act
shall be construed as "the Council;

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, reference in this Part of this Act to
"the Council” means the Agricuitural Research Council of Nigeria;

Powers

2.-(1} Subject to the provisions of this Act, each institute shall have
powerto:

{a) prepare a programme of research within the field for which the
institute is responsible, under the approved master plan prepared by the
Council in pursuance of section 5 (b) of this Act, fogether with detailed
estimates of the expendinire which will be required for carrying out the
prograinine;

(b} review and, if necessary revise, each year the programme

approved under sub-paragraph (1) (a} of this paragraph for the following

wyear, together with the estimaied budget for that year;

{c) carry outthe programmes of research approved by the Council;

{d) make suitable arrangement for the application of the results of
the research work of the institute by Federal and State Ministries, agencies
and the private secior to development activities; and

(e) do anything and entér into any {ransaction which in its opinion
ought to be donie in the proper discharge of'its functions.

(2) Each institute shall, in particular, and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing power, have power to acquire and hold
immovable property.

{3)For the purpose of the Land Use Act, the purpeses of an institute

shall be public purposes ofthe Federation within the meaning of that Act.
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[Cap. L5.]
Director

3.-(1) There shall be for cach institute a Director to be appointed by
the Minister on the advice of the Council.

(2) The Director shall be:

(a) a person with wide experience of the matter with which the
institute is concerned;

(b) charged with the day to day management of the affairs of the
institute in accordance with such instruction as may from time to time be given
to him by the Governing Board of the institute; and

(c) appointed in accordance with the regulations and conditions of
service approved by the Council.

' Other staff

4. The Board of each Institute may appoint such employees as are
deemed necessary for the proper discharge of the functions of the Institute
under this Act and pay such employees such remuneration and allowances as
are payable to persons of equivalent grades in the service ofthe Council,

Fund .

5.~(1) Each Institute shall establish and maintain a fund from which
shall be defrayed all expenditures incurred by the institute or CoIlegé.

(2) There shal! be paid into the fund such sums as may be made
available to the Institute or college by the Council and such other assets as may
accrue to the Institute or college from time to time.

(3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with rules made by the
Federal Minister of Finance, and without prejudice to the generality of the
power to make rules conferred by this section, the rules shall include
provisions:

(a) specifying the manner in which the assets and the fund are to be
held and regulating the making of payments o and from the fund;

(b) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the fund
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in such form as may be specified by the rules;
(¢) for ensuring that the accounts are audited annually by an auditor
appreved by the Council.
Apmudl Estimates and Accounis
6.-(1) Hach Tnstitute shall prepare and submit its programme and
estimated budget and any annua! revision for approval by the Council;
(2) Each Institute shall keep proper accounts inrespect of each year

and proper records in refation to those accounts and shall canse ifs accounts

“to be audited within six months after the end of each year by auditors

appointed from the list in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the
Auditor General for the Federation, through the Council.
Amnual Report

7. The Board of each of Institute shall prepare and submit to the
Council not later than 30th June in each year a report in such form as
prescribed-in this Bill on the activisies of the Institute or College during the
immediate preceding year, apd shall include in the report a copy of the
audited accounts of the Mstitute or College for that year and of the auditor's
report thereon.

Power to Borrow Mongy

§ TEach Institute may borrow or lend money only with the

approval of the Council.
FOURTH SCHEDULE
[Section 23(2) and (3)]
PROVISIONS RELATING TO FEDERAL COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE

1. List of Federal Colleges Agriculture.

SO NAME OF COLLEGE
1. Federal College of Agriculture Akure, OndoState.
2. Federal College of Agriculture Ibadan, Oye State.

L

Federal College of Agriculture Ishiagu, Ebonyi State.
4, Federal College of Animal Health and Production Technology,
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Ibadan, Oye State,
' '5." Federal College of Animal Health and Production Technology,

Vorn, Plateau State, '

6. Federal College of Freshwaters Fisheries Technology, New Bussa,
Niger State.

7. Federal College of Freshwaters F isheries Technology, New Baga,
Bormne State, '

8. Federal College of Fisheries and Marine Technology, Lagos,
Lagos State, ‘ ‘

8. Federal College of ‘Veterinary  and -Madical Laboratory
Technology, Vom, Plateau State,

10. Federal College of Agricultura Produce Technoelogy, Kano, Kann
State.

!

sk

- Federal College of Herticulture, Dadin Kowa , Gombe State,

12. Federal Co-operative College, Ibadan.

13. Federal Co-operative College, Kadima

- 14. Federal Co-operative Coliege, Giji River,
15. Federal College of Land Resources Technology, Owerri.
16. Federal College of Land Resources Technology, Kuru-Jos.
Proceedings of the Board

2.-(1} All references io "the governing board" in this Part of the Act
shail be construed as "the Council;

(2) Forthe avoidance of doubt, reference in this Part of this Actto "the
Council" means the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria;

FPowers .

3.-(1} Subject to the provisions of this Act, cach Coliege shall have
powerio:

{&) provide full-time courses in teaching, instruction and training in
agricultural production and distribution and for research in the development

aud adapiztion of techniques in the agricultural sector;



2016  Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria (Repeal and Re-enactmen) Bill, 2016 G 5241

1 _  {b) prepare a programume of academic training, for middle level

2 manpower for the agricultural sector, within the field for which the College

(V8]

is responsible, under the approved master plan prepared by the Council in

4 pursuance of section 5 (b) of ﬂ_lis Act, together with detailed estimates of the
5 expenditure which will be required for carTying out ﬂze PrOgramme;
6 {c) review and, if necessary revise, f;ach year the programme
7 apprm:#ed under sub-paragraph (1) (a) of this paragraph for the following
8 year, together with the estimated budget for that year;
.9 (d) carry out the programmes of academic training approved by the

10 Council,

1 (e) make suitable arrangement for extension services to Federal
iz and State Ministries, agencies and the private sector;

13 {f) to arrange conference, seminars and workshops relative to
14 agricultural training and extension; and
i5 {(h}) do anything and enter into any transaction which in its opinion
16 ought to be done in the proper discharge of its functions. |
17 (2) Each College shall, in particular, and without prejudice to the
18 generality of the foregoing power, have power to acquire and hold
19 immovable property. - ‘

20 (3) For the purpose of the Land Uss Act, the purposes of a College
21 shall be public purposes of the Federation within the meaning ofthatAct.
22 ‘ . Provost

23 3.-(1) There shali be a Provost for each College to be appointed by
24 the Minister onthe advicé ofthe Council.

25 (2) The Provost shall be:

26 () a person with relevant qualification and wide experieﬂce ofthe
27 matter with which the College is concerned;

28 (b) charged with the day to day management of the affairs of the
29 College in accordance with such instruction as may from time to time be

30 given to him by the Governing Board of the instituie; and
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() appointed in accordance with the regulations and conditions of
service approved by the Council.

Other staff

4. The Board of each College may appoint such employees as are
deemed necessary for the proper discharge of the fimctions of the College
under this Act and pay such employees such remuneration and allowances as
are payable to persons of equivalent grades in the service of the Council.

Fand

5.~(1) Each Coilege shall establish and maintain a fund from which
shall be defrayed all expenditures incurred by the Caollege.

{2) There shall be paid imto the fund such sums as may be made
available to the College by the Council and such other assets as may accrue to
the College from time io time.

(3) The fund shall be managed in accordance with rules made by the
Federal Minister of Finance, and without prejudice to the generality of the
power to make rules conferred by this section, the rules sh_all include
provisions:

(a) specifying the meanner in which the assets and the fund are to be
heldand reéu'iatin g the making of payments to and from the fund;

{b) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the fund
insuch form as may be specified by the rules;

(c) for ensuring that the accounts are audited annually by an anditor
approved by the Council.

Annual Estimates and Accounts

6.-(1) Each College shall prepare and submit its programme and
estimated budget and any annual revision for approval by the Council;

{2) Each College shall keep proper accounts in respect of each year

and proper records in relation to those accounts and shail cause its accousnts to

o

¢ awdited within six months after the end of sach year by auditors appointed

from the list in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor General
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for the Federation, through the Council.
Annual Report
7. The Board of each of College shall prepare and submit to the

Council not later than 30th June in each year a report in such form as

prescribed in this Bill on the activities of the College during the immediate .

preceding year, and shall include in the report a copy of the audited accounts
of the College for thatyear and of the auditor's report thereon.
Power fo Bor%ow Money ’

8. Each College may borrow or lend money only with the approval

ofthe Counil. '
Short #tle
9. This Bill may be cited as the Agricultural Research Council of
Nigeria (Repeal and re- enactment) Bil1 2016.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
(This note does not form part of the above Bill but is intended
io explain its purport)
The Bill seeks to amend the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria Act
1990 to, simong other things, provide for the:

1. (a) Reconstitution of the membership of the Board of the
Council;

(b) Appointment of Deputy Executive Secretaries and Assistant
Executive Secretaries;

(¢) Conditions of service of staff to be as applicable in the
universities; _

(&) Powers of the Council to advise the Vice Chancellors on the
appointment of Directors of agricultural research istitutes established
underuniversity statutes;

(¢} Establishment of the National Agricultural Development
Extension Fund for the funding of agricultural research, training and

extension;
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(1) Establishment of Federal Colleges of Agriculture under the Act
and placing them under the control ofthe Council;

{g) Powers of the Institutes and Colleges, in compliance with
guidelines set by the Council, to incorporate spin off companies and enter fnto
public private partnerships, aﬁd invest intellectual property rights on such
companies and partnerships; ‘ _

() Establiéhﬁlenf of the National Centre for Agriculture
Mechanization, National Centre for Genetic Resources and Bio—teqhnology,
Federal Colleges of Ce-operatives and Federal Colleges of Land Resources
Technology undér the Actand placing them under the éentrof ofthe Council;

(1) Dissolution of the governing beards of alli the Research lustitutes
established under the Act and for the Board of the Council to exercise control
and powers over all the research institutes so estaﬁ]ished; and .

() Repeal of the National Agricultural Research Institutes Act 1964
and the Research Institutes (Estabiishment, etc.) Qrder 1975 and the transier of
staffofthe Instimte_s to the Council,

2. The pfavisions relating to the Board of the Council shall
mutantismutandi, apply to all the Research Institutes and Federal Colleges so

established.



