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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT To AMEND THE SMALL AND MEDIUM SCALE ET\.!TER?.RISES
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY ACT, TO EXPRESSLY PROVIDE THE AGENCY WITH
POWERS TO PROTECT ARTISANS, MARKET WOMEN, AND TRADERS AND TO
ORGANIZE THEM INTO CLUSTERS FOR OPTIMUM BENEFITS AND FOR
RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Alined Babba Kaita
L]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1. The Smail and Medium Scale Enterprises Development Agency
{Establishment) act 2004 herein referred to as the “Principal Act” is hereby
amended as set out here under.

2. The Pﬂhézipal Act is hereby amended in section 2(3)
“Establishmient and lméﬁiberéhip: of G'ox}erﬁiné Board” to addto “éx—dfﬁcib
members” oftheboard assocmtlon of artlsans traders andmarketwomen

o . The Prm(:lpal Act is amended m sec'ﬂon 8 . “Functlons of
Agency by addlng ' _ . N ‘ . B o

(Y) Protectton of traders artisans, and market women where ever

theymaybefund A R

(Z) Orgamzmg mto clusters traders artlsans and market women,
for opﬁmum beneﬁts whlch may mclude protectlon from env1ronmental
abuses }mprove skﬂls andcap:tal andefﬁc:lenttax collectlon S

o 4. The Principal Act is amended in section 2, “Powers of the
Agency” by adding: A '
T (d} Ident:fymg smtable areas in w:thln towh'é and;mues where
clusters can be formed and better managed protected and monitored.

(e) Liaising with relevant government agencies, private
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1 individuals and corporate organizations with interest in helping individual
2 develop their basic skills and capacity in the informal sector of the econonty.
?;n?ndn;eént of 3 5. The principal Act is amended in section 26, "Directive by the
o 4 Amendment of section 26 Minister", to immediately after, "complied with",
5 add:
6 In like manner, the Director General may suggest to the minister or draw the
7 attention of the minister to any government policy that may be considered
3 counter-productive to the functiens, policy or goals of the agency ahd may by
9  suchactions suggest better ways of improving fhem. '
10 26(B)};
11 For the purpose of this act, the minister may suggest to any minister ways of
12 collaborations in pursuit of the noble objectives of the agency and for same
i3  purposes point out areas of conflict and how to avoid them and forsuch purpose
14 forwardablue print on areas of collaboration.
15 6. The Principal Act is amended in section 27 by adding a new section,
16  “27subsection l{(a)”
17 Notwithstanding the provision of this act or any other law, it shall be unlawful '
18  to manhandle traders, artisans, market women who are lawfully plying their
19 trade or for any kind of enforcement, cause them bodily harm or injuries or any
26 form ofaction thatmay be dehumanizing to their huinan dignity.
21 Any person found to have contravene this section may upon conviction be
72 liabietoafine of N150,000 or five years imprisonment or both.
23 27 Subsection 1{B);
24 1t shall be unlawful under this act to confiscate, seize or appropriate
Z5 commedities;, items, tools or Wafe}s' belonging to ordinary fraders, artisans or
26  market women; or act with intend to divert of convert to personal use, jtems or
27 commodities belong to them. 7
28  Aperson found to have contravene this section shatl upon conviction, be liable
9% o afine 0f N150,000 or five years imprisonment.
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1 7. InThis Act- Interpretation
P "Agency" means the small and medium scale Enterprises Development
3 Agency;
4 “Cluster” means to group or erganize into groups for the soul purpose of
5 achieving economic benefit;
6 "Minister” means minister of induétries;
7 "Traders" mean small scale traders;
8 "Artisans" means skilled labourers;
9 "M;ctrket Women” mean?s women traders,
S 19 8. This Bill may be cited as the Small and Medium Scale Citation
il Eaterprises Development Agency (Establishment) Act (Ameﬂdment) Bill,
12 . 2016.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to amend the small and medium scale Enterprises
Deveiopme_nt Agency (Establishment) Act 2004 1o expressly provide the
Agency with powers to protect traders, artisans and market women and to

organize them into cluster for optitaum benefit.







