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FOR -
AN ACT To ALTER THE PﬁGVIS~IONs OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

FEDERAL RFEPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 1999 To PROVIDE EOR THE OFrFICE OF

ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

. _ADMINISTRATION ABUJA ANB FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Uzoma Nkem Abonta
- .
BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republicof Nigeria as foilows; |
1. Subjecttothe preservation'_by NationailAssemBly of légisiaﬂve
anthority over the nation's capital granted by Section 299 of the
Consfitution, the intent of the National Assémbiy is to delegate certain
legislative powers to the government of the Federal'Cap?té_l 'Territory;
authorize the election of certain officials by registered electorates in the
Federal Capital Territory; grant to the inhabitants of the Federal Capital
Territory powers of local self- government; modemiza reorganize, and
otherwise ‘fmprove the administrative structure of the Federal Capital
Territory; and, to the greatest exient possible, comsistent with the
constitutional mandate, relieve National Assembly of the burden of
legislating upon essentiaily area council niatters .
2. For the purpcse of this law also, the Administration of the
Federal Capita!l Territory shall be troated with the status of a staie
government with regards torevenue allocation.
3. - The Federal Capital Act 1990 is hereby rep'eal-ed
The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (heremaﬂer
called the principal Act) is hereby altered as set out below
5. Section 256 is hereby amended deléting the words "President”

and "Senate", replacing them with the words "Administrator” and Federal
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Capital Territory House of Assembly".

6. Line 3 of Section 299 (&) is hereby amended, deleting the words
"National Assembly" and "President of the Federation”, replacing them with
the words, "Federal Capital Territory House ofAssémb]y',' and "Adminisirator
ofthe FCT™,

7. Line 2 of Section 300 is hereby amended, deleting the word "one"
before Senatorial District and replacing it with "three” and adding the letter "s™
to Senatorial District.

8. Section 301 paragraphs (a) and (c) of the principal Act is hereby
deleted and existing paragraph (b} re-numbered accordingly.

9. Section 302 of the Principal Act is hereby deleted and replaced
withanew Section 302 as follows:

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

(1){(a) There is éstablished the Office of Administrator of the Federal
Capital Territory; and the Administrator shall be elected by the registered
electorates of Abuja;

{b) The Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory shall be the
ChiefExecutive ofthe Federal Capital Territory Administration.

{2) A person shall be qualifted for election in the Office of the
Administrator if:

(aYheis acitizen of Nigeria by birth;

(b) ke has attained the age ofthirty-five years;

(¢) he is a member of a political party and is sponsored by that party

{d} he has been educated up to at least Schoo] Certificate level or its
equivalent.

(3)(a) An election to the office of the Administrator of the Federal
Capital Territory shall be held on a date to be appointed by the Independent
National Electoral Commission;

(b) An election to the office of Administrator of the Federal Capital

Territory shall be held on a date not earlier than sixty days and not later than
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thirty days before the expiratioﬁ of the term of office of the last holder of that
office; ' |

(c) Where in an election to the office of Administrator of the
Federal Capital Territofy one of the two or more candidates nominated for
the election is the only candidate after the close of nomination, by reason of
the disqualification, withdrawal, incapacitation, disappearance or death of
the other candidates, the Independent National Electoral Commission shall
extend the time for nomination; -« _

(d) For the purpose of an election under this section the Federal
Capitai Territory shall be regarded as one constituency:

(é) Every person who is registered to vote at an elég:tion of a
member of a legislative hoﬁse shall be entitled to vote at an election to the
office of Administrator of the Federai Capital Territory.

(4)(a) A candidate for an election to the office of Administrator of
the Federal Capital Territory shall be deemed to have been dﬁiy elected to
such office where, being the only candidate nominated for the eiection:

{i) he has a majority of YES votes over NO votes cast at the
election; and

(ii) he has not less than one-quarter of ﬂ1e voies cast ai the election
in each of at least two-thirds of all the area councils in thé Federal Capital
Territory, but where the only candidéte fails to be elected in accordance with
this subselction, then there shall be fresh nominations.

(b) A candidate for an election to the office ofAdministrafor of the
Federal Capitai Territory shall be deemed to have been duly elected where,
there being two or more candidates: |

(i) he has the highest number of v.otes cast atthe election; and

(ii) hé hasnotless tﬁan o'nAe—qu.arter of all the votes cast in each of at
least two-thirds ofall the area councils in the Federal Capital Territory.

{c) In default of a candidate duly elected in accordance with

subsection {2) of this section there shall be a second election in accordance

Election: single
candidaic and
two or more
candidates
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. with subsection (4) of this section at which the only candidates shafl be:

(1) the candidate who secured the highest number of votes cast at the

electmn and

(u) one among the remaining candidates whe secured amajority of

votes in the highest number of area councils in the Federal Capital Territory, so

however that where there are more than one candidate with a majority of votes

in the highest numiber of area councils, the candidate among them with the next

highest total of votes cast at the election shail be the second candidate,

(d) In default of'a candidate duly elected under subsection (4) (b) of

this section, the Independent National Electoral Comumission shali within
seven days of the result of the election held under that subsection, arrange for

“an election between the two candidates and a candidate at such election shall be

deemed to have been duly elected to the office of Administrator of the Federal
Capital Territory if:
{(i)he has amajority ofthe votes cast atthe election; and

(ii} he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in

each of at least two-thirds of all the area councils in the Federal Capital

Territory.

(e} In default of a candidate duly elected under subsection (4)(d) of
thls sectmn the Independent National Electoral Commission shali within
seven days of _s:he_r_esult of the election held under that subsection; arrange {or
another election between the two Ca-lldidates to which that; sub-paragraph

relates and a.candidate at such election shall be deemed to have been duly

_ elected to the office of Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory ifhe hasa

majority of the votes cast at the election.
(5) (a) subject to. the provisions of this Constitution, a person shall
hold _th_e_ office ofAdmir}istrator ofthe Federal Capital Territory until:
) ‘(i)_ }Rflx_en hig successorin office takes the vath of that office;
(i) he éies_whilstholding such office;

 (lii} the date when his resignation from office takes effect; or
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1 (w) he otherwise coases to hold oﬁ' ice in accordance Wl’[h the
2 o pmvlsmns Gftms consﬂtutmn ' ' ‘

3 (b) Subject to thu prov;sioﬁé dflsﬁBseCtién 5( 1) of this Secﬁoh the
4 Administrator shall vacate his oﬁice at the expxraﬁon of penod of four vears
5 commencmg from the date when .

6 ‘ (i) in the case ofa person firste ected as Admm1strator undcr this
7 Constitution, he took the Oath ofAlieglance and oath of ofﬁce and

g R (11) the person last elec’ted to thit office took the Oath of Allegiance |
9  andoathofoffice OfWould, Bt for his death, Havé taken sﬁéh oaths.

10 ' (o) if the"F'edera.tion is at war in which the ‘iérritd.ry der.ir':rVeria is
18 physically involved and the President consuiﬂrs that it is not p: actfcable to
iz ~ hold elections the NatlonalAssemblv may by resoiutlon extend the period
13 of four years mentloned in subsectlon (5 ( b} (n) ofthis secnon from time to
14 time, but no such extensmn shall exceed a penod of six momhs at anyone
5 time. |

16 (6)(a) If a person duly clected as Admmlstrator dies befo e takmg
17 and subscrlb.ng the Qath of A]leozanca and oath of office, or is unable for
18 any reason whatsoever to be sworn in, the person elcc ted with him as Deputy
19 Admlmstratm shall be swom in as Admlmsirator and he shaIE nominate a
20 new Deputy- Administzator who shall be appointed by the Administrator
21 with the approval of a simb]a majority of the 4Feder;cﬂ Capifai Terfitory
22 House ofAssembly o |
23 | ( b) Where the persons duly ﬂlected as Admlmstrator and Deputy
24 ‘ Adm‘i'mstrator of the Federal Capxtal Temtory die or are for any reason
25 B unable to assume office before the inauguration of the Federal ‘Capital"
26 o Terfitory; the Independent Nﬁtionai Eleéto%al Cémmiss”i.on ; 'sha}‘
27 1mmedlately conduct an election for the Admlmstramr and Deput}
28 o Administrator ofthe Fedela! Capltal Territory. |

29 {7} () No person shall be qualified for eIect:on to the ofﬁce of the

30 Administrator o the Ff:deral Capital Territory if:
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(i) subject to the provisions of section 28 of this Constitution, he has
voluntarily acquired the citizenship ofa country other than Nigeria or, exceptin
such cases as may be prescribed by the National Assembly, he has made a
declaration of allegiance to such other country;

(ii) he has been elected to such office at any two previbus clections;

" (iii) under the law in any part of Nigeria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic
or otherwise declared to be ofunsound mind;

(iv) he is under a sentence of death imposed by any competent court of
law or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment for any offence

involving dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name called) or any other offence

" imposed on him by any court or tribunal or substituted by a competent

anthority for any other sentence imposed on him by such a court or fribunat,

(v) within a period of less than ten years before the date of electionto '

the office of Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory he has been
convicted and senienced for an offence involving dishonesty or he has been
found guilty of the contravention of the code of Conduct; or

(vi} he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or
otherwise declared bankruptunder any law in force in Nigeria:

{vii) being a person employed in the public service of the Federation
or of any State, he has notresigned, withdrawn or retired from the employment
atleast thil'f)f days to the date of the election;

(viii) he is a member of any secret'society;

{ix) he has been indicted for embezzlement or fraud by a Judicial
Commission of Inquiry or an Administrative Panel of Inquiiy ora Tribunal set

up under the Tribunals of Inquiry Act, a Tribunals of Inquiry Law or any other

‘law by the Federal or State Government which indictment has been accepted

by the Federal or State Government; or
(x) he has presented a forged certificate to the indebéndem National
Electoral Commission. o o

(b) Where in respect of’ ;ar'ly'person who has been:

—
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(1) adjudged to be a unatic;

(ii) declared to be of unsound mind,

(iif) sentenced or declared bankrupt,

(iv) adjudged or declared bankrupt, an appeal against the decision
is pending in any court of taw in accordance with any Jaw in force in Nigeria,
subsection (7) (a} of this sectioﬁ shall not apply during a period beginning
from the date when such appeal is lodged and ending on the date when the
appeal is finally determined or, as the case may be, the appeal lapses or is
abandoned, whichever is earlier.

(8) The Administrator shall not, during the period when he holds
office, hold any other execuiive office or paid employment in any capacity
whatsoever.

(9) The National Assembly shall make provisions in fespeci of:

(a) persons who may apply to an election ribunal for the
determination of any question as fo whether:

(i) any person has been validly elected to the office of
Administrator or Deputy Administrator,

(ii) the term of office of the Administrator o Deputy Administrator
has ceased, or

(ifi) the office of Deputy Administrator has become vacant;

(b) circumstances and manner in which, and the conditions upon
which such application may be made; and

(c) powers, practice and procedure of the election iribunal in
relation to any such application.

(9){(a) A person elected to the office of the Administrator of the
Federal Capital Tetritory shall not begm to perform the functions of that
untif he has déclared his assets and Iiabilities as prescrlbed in the
Constitution and has subsequently taken and subscnbed the Oath of
Allegiance and oath of office prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to this

Constitution;
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() The Oath o Allegiance and the oath of office shall be administered
by the Chief Judge of the Federal Cdp‘ital‘Terr—itefy or Grand Kadi ef the Sharia
Court of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory, if any or President of the
Customary Court of Appeal of tﬁe Fedefa{ Capital Territory, if any, or the
person for the time being respectively appointed to exercise the functions of
any ofthose offices in any State.

(10) There shall be for the Federal Capital Territory a Deputy
Administrafor,

(11} (a) In any election to which the foregoing provisions of this part
of this Chapter relate a candidate for the Office of Administrator of the Federal
Capita} Territory shafl not be deemed to have been validly nominated for such
office unless he nominates another candidate as his associate for his running for
the Office of Administra‘eor, who is to occupy the office of Deputy
Administrator; and that candidate shall be deemed t.o have heen duly elected to
the Office of Deputy Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory if the
candidate whe nominated liim is duly electad as Administrator in accordance
with the said provisions; ..

| (b} The provisf01ls-of this Past of thiS'Che.pter relating to qualification

for election, tenure of office, disqualifications, declaration of assets and

liabilities and Oath of Admihis.t.r'ator shall appljf in refation to the office of -

Deputy Administrator as if references to Administrator weére references to

DeputyAdImmstrator

(12) (a) Tke Admmxstrator or Deputy Administrator of the Federal

Capltal Territory may be removed from ot ice in ‘accordance with the

promsmns ofthis sec“uon

(b) Whenever 4 notice of any allecratlon in wrltnng sighed by not less

: than onc-thlrd of the members of the Federal Capital Temtory House of

: A%sernbly

(1) is present\,dto the Speaker of the House etAssembly oF the Federal
Capital Territory;
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1 . (ii) stating .that the . holder of such office is guilty of gross
2. _misconc_i_uct in the performance of the functions .of his office, detailed
3 particulars of which shall be specified. the speaker of the Federal Cap.ital
4 Territory House of Assembly shall, within seven days of the receipt of the
3 notice, cauée a copy of the notice to be served on the hoidgr of the office and
) on each member of the House of Assembly, and shall also cause any
7 statement made in reply to the silegation by the holder of %he office, to be
b servedoneach member ofthe House o_fAssembiy.

g | {c) Within :four_teen days of the presentation of the nofice to the
10 speaker of the F ederai Capital Territéi;y House of Assembly (whether or not
11 _any statement was made by the holder of the office inreply to the allegation

12 c.ontained in the notice, the Federal Capitai Territory House of Assembly

13 | shall resolve by motion, without any debate whether or not the allegation

14 shall be investigated;

5 (d) A motion of the Federal Capital Tervitory House of Assembly

i6 that the allegation be investigated shalt not be declared as having been

17 passed unless It is supported by the votes of not less than two-thirds majority

18 of all the members of the House of Assembly;

19 (¢) Within seven days of the passing of a motion under the

20 foregoing provisions of this.section, the Chief judge of the Federal Capital

21 Territory shall af the request of the Speaker of the Federal Capital Territory

22 House of Assémbiy, appoint a Panel of sevan persons who in his opinion are

23 of unquestionable integri{y, not being members of any public service.

24 legislative house or political party, to investigate the allegation as provided

25 iﬁ thissection;

26 : (f) The holder of an ofﬁce whose: conduc‘; is bei_pg investigated

27 _ under this section shall have the right to-defend himself in person or be

28 represented before the panel by alegal practitipaer of his own choice;

pL . ~(g) APanel appointed under this section shall: _

30 (i) have such powers and exercise its functions in accordance with
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such procedure as may be prescribed by the House ofAssénzbiy; and

(ii) within three months of its appointment, report its findings to the
House of Assembly. |

(h) Where the Panel reports to the House of Assembly that the
allegation has niot been proved, no further proceedings shall be taken in respect
of thematter;

{1) Where the report of the Panel is that the allegation against the
holder of the office has been proved, then within fourteen days of the receipt of
the report, the house of Assembly shall consider the report, and if by a
resolution of the House of Assembly supported by not less than two-thirds
majority of all its members, the report of the Panel is adopted, thenthe holder of
the office shall stand removed from office as from the date of the adoption of
thereport;

(3) No proceedings or determination of the Panel or of the House of
Assembly or any matter relating to such proceedings or determination: shall be
entertained or questioned in any court;

(k) In this section:

“gross misconduct" imeans a grave violation or breach of the provisions of this

Constitution or a misconduct of such nature as amounts in the opinion in the
House of Assembly to gross misconduct. '

(13} (&) The Administrator or Deputy Adrﬁinistrater of the Federal
Capital Territory shall cease to hold office if:

(1} by aresoluticn passed by two-thirds majofity of all members ofthe
executive council of the Federal Capital Territory, it is declared that the
Administrator or Deputy Adininistrator is incapable of discharging the
functions of his office; and

(ii) the declaration in paragraph (z) 6f subsection (13) is verified, after
such medical examination as may be necéssary, by a medical panel established
under subsection (13) {d) of tﬁis section iﬁ its report to the speaker of'the House

ofAﬁsembiy.
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1 (b) Where the medical panel certifies in its report that in its opinion
2 the Administrator or Deputy Administrator is suffering from such mfirmity
3 of body or mind as renders him permane_nﬂy incapable of discharging the
4 functions of his office, a notice thereof signed by the Speaker of the House of
5 Assernbly shall be published in the Official Gazette of the Federal Capital
6 Territory Administration;

7 (t}) The Administrator or Deputy Administrator shall cease to hold
8 office as from the date of publication of the notice of the medical report
9 pursiant to subsection (13) (b); | -

10 (d) The medical panel to which this section relates shall be
.}1 appointed by the Speaker of the Flouse of Assembly of the Federal Capital
12 Territory, and shall comprise five medical practitioners in Nigeria:

i3 (1) one of whom shall be the personal physician of the helder of the
14 office concerned; and

15 _ (i1} four other medical practitioners who have, in the opinion of the
16 Speaker of the House of Assembly, attained a high degree of eminence in the
17 field of medicine relative to the nature of the examination to be conducted in
18 accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section.

19 (e) In this section, the reference to "executive council of the
20 Federal Capital Territory" is a reference to the body of Secretaries of the
21 Federal Capital Territory, howsoever called, established by the
22 Administrator and charged with such responsibilities for the fimetions of
23 Administration as the Administrator may d}re{:t

24 (14 Whenever the AdmmlStrator transmits to the Speaker of the
25 House of Assembly a wriiten declaration that he is proceeding on vacation or
26 ~ that he is otherwise unable to dlscharge the ﬁmctlons of his office, until he
27 transimits to the Speaker of the House of Assemb‘y a written declaration to
28 the contrary such functions shall be discharged_’oy the Deputy Administrator
29 as Acting Admmistrator - -

30 {15){a) The DepL.ty Admmlstrator of the Federal Capital Territory
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V shall hcld the Office of Admimstrator ot the Federal Caplta‘ Temtcry if the

office of Administrator bccomes vacant by reason of death, remgnaﬁon
1mpeachment permanent mcapacnty or removal of the Administrator from

office for any other reason in accordance with subsection (12) or (13\ of this

Section;

(t) Where any Vacancy occurs in thc circumsiances mentioned in
paragrach {(a) of this sub- secucn during a perlcd wherr the ofﬁcc of Deputy
Adminisirator of the Federal Capztal Termorv is also vacant, the Speaker ofthe
Housc of Assembly of the Federal Capital Territory shai}.hold the office of
Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory fm; a perioci of not more than

three months, during which there shall be an election of anew Administrator of

" the Federal Capital Territory who shall hold office for the unexpired term of

office of the lastholder of the office;
| {c) Wﬁerc the cfﬁce ofthe Dle.pu'ﬁ:y Administra“cor becomes vacant:

(i) by reason of death, rcsignatioc impeachm cnt . perrianent
mcapamty or removal in acccrdance w1th sccuoq 188 or 189 of this
Constitution; .

{ii).by his assurcption of the office of Admicistratcr cf the Federal
Capital Territory in accordance with subsection paragraph (c)(i) cf this sub-
sectwn or | |

(111) for any other reason, the Govemor shall nominate and with the
approvat of the House of Assembly of the State, appomt a new Deputy
Govemm '

(18} (a) Thcrc shall .be‘such offices of Secretaries of the Federal
Capital Territory as may be estabhshed by the Administrator of the Federal
Cap 1ta1 Terri 1t0ry,

(b) Any cppcmtme'lt o the ofﬁcc of Sccrclary of the Federa‘ Capital

Tcmtory shall if the nommatxon of any person to such ofﬁce is confirmed by

' the House of Assemblv of the Federal Capltal Temtory, be made by the

Administrator of the Federal Capital Tcrrltory and_m making any such
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1 . appointment the Administrator sh;ﬁl conform witﬁ the provisions of section
2 14(4) ofthis Constitution; _ |

3 . (c) Where a mefnber of a House of Assembly or of tfae_ National
4 Asseﬁlbiy is appointed as Secretary of the Federal Capital Territory, he shall

5 be deemed to have resigned his membership of the House of Assembly or of
6 the NationalAssembly.on his taking the Cath of office as Secretéry.

7 (d) No person shall be appointed as a Secretary of the Federal
8 Capital Territory unless he is qualified for election as a member of the House
% of Assembly ot the State; . | |

10 (e) An appointment to the Office of a Secretary of the Federal
11 Capital Territory under this section shall be deemed to have beén made
12 where no return has been received from the House of Assembly within
13 twenty-one workling days of ihé receipt of nomination, by the House of
14 Assembly. _ o _

13 (17) (a) The Administrator of the Fedéral Capitai Territbry may, in
16 his discretion, assign to the Deputy Administrator or any Secretary of the
17 Federal Capital Territory responsibility for any business of the Federal
18 Capita] Territory, including the administration of any department of the
16 Federal Capital Territory;

20 (b) The Administrator of the Federal Capital Territory shall hold -
21 regular meetings with the Deputy Administrator and all Secretaries of the
22 Federal Capital Territory for the purposes of:

23 (i) determining the general direcﬁon of the policies of the Federal
24 Capital Territory;

25 (ii) co-ordinating the activities of the Administrator, the Deputy
26 Administrator and the Secretaries of the Federal Capital Territory in the
27 ~ discharge of their executive responsibilities; and

28 (iii) advising the Administrator generally in the discharge of his
29 executive functions, other than those functions with respect to which he is

30 required by this Constitution to seek the advice or act on the
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~ recommendation of any other person or body.

{18) A Secretary of the Federal Capital Territory shall not enter upon
the duties of his office unless he has declared his assets and liabilities as
prescribed in this Censtitution and has subsequently taken and subscribed the
oath of Allegiance and the cath for the due execution of the duties of his office
prescribed inthe Seventh Schedule to this Constitution.

11. Line 3 of Section 303 of the Principal Act is hereby amended,
deleting the words National Assembly and replacing them with “Federal
Capital Territory House of Assembly”.

1Z. This Billmay be cited as the Constitution of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria 1999 (Alteration) Bill, 2016.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to Alter the Provisions of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1999 to provide for the Office of Administrator of the
Federal Capita] Territory Administration Abuja.



