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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT To PROVIDE FOR THE BESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIAN
AUTHORS TRUST FUND AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Abdulrazak Namdas & Hon. Jerry Alaghacso
[ ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows:
PART 1 - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIAN AUTHORS TRUST FUND

1. There is established a Fund to be known as the Nigerian Authors
Trust Fund (in this Bill referred to as "the Fund") into which shall be paid all
contributions and ‘other monies as may be paid under this Bill and which
shall be operated and managed as provided in this Biil.

2. The Fund shall:

(a)Beabody corporate with a common seal; and

{b}May sue or be sued in fts corporate name;

3. The monies ac‘cruing‘ to the Fund or from investments made by
the Fund shall be used forthe fol]owing purposes- -

(a) To. prov’ide fundmo assxstanc‘e 1o ngenan Anthors who desire

o gef their works pubhshed havmc met the eligibitity crﬁ‘cna as stlpula{ed =

(B The Fund Shail also COVEE the fellowmg eatcaorles of Aulhors

{1 }}Siuéenmﬁu;gs I . g » ,,' R
(g) Au‘[hor,s and aspmng authors Whe dre hembers of the Na?tlonai
Youth SerwceSsheme ‘ < ‘

(m) C!VII servants who are authqrs or a.re aspmng to be authors

{w} Dlsabladvauthorsgnd aspmug aathors - S 8

* (e) To. ﬂncourage. Teak

f'tr hﬁhrt gievel‘bgmem af vocabulanes

C 3755
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spelling and pronunciation among Nigerians especially students;

{d) The Fundis aimed at tatent-hiunt for children writers - just to catch
them young, and also to encourage children's literature generally;

(e) To encourage research in literature and culture;

() To encourage research into indigencus languages and songs;

(g) To encourage the "Bring back the book projectin Nigeria".

4.-(1) there is established for the purpose of administering the Trust
Fund, a body to be known as the Nigerian Authors Trust Fund Management
Board (in this Bill referred to as "the Board") which shall be under the
supervision of the Federal Ministry of Education;

(2) the provisions of the scheduie to this Bilf shall have effect with
respect to the subscription to the fund and selection of beneficiaries to the fund
and the other matters contained therein;

5. The Board shall comprise the following members-

{a) the Chairman of the Board, who shall be the Minister of
Education; _ - ‘

{b)the President Association of Nigerian Authoré ;.

() the President Guild of Editors:

(d) A representative each of the following Ministries, not below the
rank of a Director- '

(i} Ministry of Education;

(i1) Ministry of Women Affairs and Youth development;

(111) M'inistly of Finance;

(iv) Miniﬁry of Information and National Orientation;

(e} A Professor or Doctorate Degree holder in creative writing from
any Tertiary Institution in Nigeria,

- 6.-(1} a member of the Board other than ex-officio, shall hold office
for aterm of four years and no more;

(2y Members of the Board shall’ Ee paid allowances as may be

determined by the Board in consulfation with the National Salaries, Wages and
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1 Income Commission;

2 7. A member may resign his appointment by a notice i writing,  Resignation by
' a a Member of the
3 addressed to the President; _ Board
4 8. Amemberceasestohold office ifhe- Cessation of
_ Membership
5 ‘ {a) Beeomesof unsound mind; ‘
6 (b)is withdrawn by the body he represent onthe Boarrl'
7 {c)Is convie’sed of felony or amy Orfence involving drshonesty,
8 {d)Is guilty of mrseonduct in relatlon tohisduties.
9 | ¢. Notwithstanding the provision of seetmn 6 of this Bill, the  Removal from
office of a member
10 President may remove a member from the Board if any circumstances arise
11 which would require the removal of the Member from the Board.
12 15.-(1) The Board shall be responsrb e for Functions of the
13 (a) Reeewmg monies accruing to the Fund; o
) 14 (b) Setting out guidelines and criteria forthe %election oi; Avthorsto
15 benefitfromthcFund: B ),;\e_
.1 6 {c) Drsbursmg momeq from t“re Fund to atlam the obiectives of the
17 Fund; . _
I8 _ (d) Scrutinizing and approvmg requeqt from Authors or aSp1rmg
19 | Authors seeking to beneﬁt from the Fund o
jO C (&) Exerelsmg eontrol over the manaveme“rt of 1£he Fund with a
21 view to. e'lsurmg aeeountabzhty and proper ut1117atron of the Fund for the
22 purposes setout in thrs Bill; .
’ 23 o ' (ﬂ Ed"ueatmg and promoilrrglawareness among '\Irgerlans on the
24 _ actmtles functlons and aehre\fements of the Board/Fund o )
. 250 gg) (f} Perform any other frmctroa for the pHrpose of feahzms t‘he
26 o objeetrves ofthel*und ' L 7 '_,_ ) '
27 - . 131 —(a} At the commencement of any rmamial year a‘ld for the  Application of
28 purpose of applymg the fund the Board aetmg “{hrough the various state e
29 ehapters of Assocration of Nzgerran Authors shall verrfy and eomprle Lhe list

b3

30 of the names of ehglble Authors who shall be reg1stered members of the

v ';. ]
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Association or any other similar association recognized by government;

(b) In compiling the list, preference must be given to new authars,
student authors and disabled authoss; |

(c) The Board reserves the right to nullify the efigibility of an author to
benefit from the fund; hence the Board must ensure that the qualities of books
being published by eligible authors are of great value to the education sector
and to social developméﬁt;

12. The Board shail thereafter deliver the head copy of the list to the
Secretary to the govemment of the federation, for the attention of the President,
and copies shall be delivered to-

{a) The Accountant General ofthe F ederation;

{b) The Minister of Education;

(¢} The Commissioners of Education/ Finance in all states of

- Federation;

(d) The President, Association of Ni gerian Authors;

13. The Accountant General of the Federation, the Minister of
Education and the Finance Minister - shall certify the Hst -for' statutory
appropriation for the ﬁséa] year; ‘ | o

14, Though the Board determines the number of bereficiaries ma
given year, yet any Author wh-o is qualified and enlisted but does not benefit in

that year of qualification and enlistment as a result of lack of sufficient fund

may be given a preference in the subsequent years;

'PART. I - STAFF OF THE FunND

¥5.-(1} the Execunve Secretary of the Trust Fund shall be appmntet} ’

by the President onthe recommendanon ofthe Board;

(2) There shal! be appointed for the Board, an Execttive Secretary;
who shall be a person of unqucstiona&le mtegrity wﬁh bé_ckground in literary
studie§ Or Creative writing;.- . |

' {3) other condnmns for the appomtment of the Executwe Seeretary

shall be as prescnbed by the Board from time to time;
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(4)the Executive Secretary shalt hold office for a term of four years

in the first instance and may be eligible for another term of four years.
" 16. The Executive Secretary shall-

(1) be the Chief Executive Officer of the Trust Fund;

(1) be responsible for the day to day administration of the Fund;

(iii) be the Secretary to the Board;

(iv)Keep proper records of the proceedings of the Board; and

{v) Carry outsuch duties as may be assigned to him by the Board;

17 -{ [} notwithstanding the provisicn of section 15 of this Bill, the
Executive Secretary may be removed from office by the President if he
deemns it necessary for the attainment of the objectives of the Fund,;

(2) a person appointed as the Executive Secreiary afier such

removal in sibsection (1) shall serve the unexpired period of the term of'his |

predecessor-in-office.

18.-(1) The B.oafd may from time to time appoint such other, staff,
as it may deem necessary to as_sist the Secretary in the performance of the
function ef'the B@d; -

() The Terms and Conditions of service (inclnding remuneration,
allowances, benefits and pensions) of officers and eﬁl_p]oyees shall be
determined by the Board on the recommendation of the Federal Civil
Service'Corrhnission _

' (B)Thic.staffofthe Board shall be-

(ai Public servants as deﬁne’d_r in the 1999 Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria as 'ame_rrded; and gayemed‘ according te the
CivilServiee ruIes.‘ - '

PART 111 - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

19.-(1) there shall be credited to the Trust Fund established by the

provisions of Partl section(1): | . ' o

{#) Suchmonies and paymeﬁts as may be madé to it by the Federal

Funetions of the
Executive Secretary

Remeoval from
office of the
Executive Secretary

Appointment of
other Staff

government t_hrt‘ru_gh' its Ministry of Education's Annual Budget {perhaps
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" "Rebords,,Accounts;
Land Audit

. 1ncons1stent wﬂh the funcnons of the Board under thls Blﬂ

year.

from part of funds set aside for hooks/stati onerles),
. {(h) Contributions from the Tertlary Education Trust Fund (Tetfund);

{c} Contributions from Pe‘:ro[eum Technology Development Fund
(PTDF) ‘
| (s)) Annﬁal contributions from Pri\_rate Universities operating in
Nigeria; _ o

{e} Annual contribution frorﬁ Authors Whose books are recommended
in Tertiary institutions a;ld Secondary Schools n Nigeri.a,;

| (f) 0.05% of profit after tax of .the Print Media (Newspaper

Houses/l\/[agazin_(;s), Private Electronjc Media Houses, and fﬁ;eign Publishing
Comoames | K ' V -
. (ﬂ Gifts and donatlons and all o.ther assets aceruing, from time (o
time, to the Board; - o

(g) Internally (Generated Revenue (IGR}

(@) The Board shall apply the proceeds Gf the Tmst Fund to-

(a) Defray the costof admm;stratlon of the Board;

(b) Pay members of the Board or of any .Committee set up by the
Boar'd or such expegses asmay be expressly authorlzed by the Board

(c) Pubhclze anci promcte the acilvmes of the Board

(d) Undertake al] activities connected wnﬁh its functlons under lhxs
Rill; . .
() Maintain: any ploperty Vcsted in the Boafd

(_a) Lhe Board may accept giﬁs of iand rﬂ(}mes or Gtherﬂn sn’ch terms. "

-and condmons 1f aﬂy, as may be specxﬁed

(4) Theﬁoar@ sh«i’l not amept anx g;ﬁ 1f ~Ehe m;entron for 'ﬂ’lﬁ giﬁ age_ :

i3

29 ( 3] the Board shaIl prepare and ﬁubmit to the premdency, not Iater ‘

. than 30th September of each year, an estimate of the Board for the foll owmg

{2) The'Board shail ke_f:phproper account of the Funds created under . ‘
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this Bifl in respect of each year and proper account record in relation thereto
and shall cause the accounts to be audited not later than 6 months after the
end of each year by auditors appointed by the Board in accordéﬁce with the
guidelines approved by the Auditor-General for the federation;

(3) The Board shall prepare and submit to the presidency, not later
than 30th June in each year, a report on the activities and-administration of
funds during the preceding year and shail include in the report a copy of
audited accounts of the Funds for the year and the auditor's report thereof.

(4) the Board may, subject to the provisions of this Bill and the

conditions of any trust created in any securities as may, from time to time, be .

approved by the Board, creates, enters, or undertake any security, trust,
mortgage; debenture, stock, trade, contract, equities and investment.

21. This Bill shall apply to all organizations or establishments
listed in part 3, section 19,

22. Subject to the aforesaid, all gligible organizations or
establishment (as contained in section 19 shall subscribe 0.05% of their
profit after tax as contribution to the fund.

23.-(1) any ofga:_niz.a‘:ion or establishment engaged in a non-proﬁt

making business undertaking, shall submit an application to the Board inthe

prescribed form for exemption, seeking to be exempted from contributing to

the Trust Fund; ‘

(2) An application shall be accompanied by detailed statements of
the business and activities of the organization with other particulars as may
be required by the Board;

(3) Upon the receipt of the application, the Board shaj! verify and
investigate the fact and shall upon its satisfaction and apprbval issue a
certificate of exemption from the Trust Fund to such establishment. 7

(4) The certificate of Vexemption shail be handed over to the
organization by the chairman of the Board with the signature of the

chairman thereomn.

Subscription i©
the Fund
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(5) Except in cases of organizations or institutions seeking
registration in first instance, any transaction, registration, rendition, business,
application, notification, returns, notice or reports by any organization or
establishment with the corporate affairs comrmission, the commission shall
demand from the organizations or establishments concerned, (not being an
exempted organization within the meaning of this Bill} evidence of latest
subscriptions to the trust fisnd shal seek clearance thereon from the Board.

24.-(1) The Beard shall be exempted from the payment of income tax
or any income derived by it under this Bill or accr.uing to it from any
investments;

(2) The provision of any enactment relating to the Taxation of Trust
shallnot apply to the Board. _

25.(1) Except a statutory Corporatien or government parastatal or
Institution, any establishment or person who fails to comply with or
contravenes or abet the contravention of any provision of this Bill inrelation to
section 19 shali be guilty of an offence and sha [ be {iable upon conviction 10

redeem the default with a fine 0of N200, 000 or 1mpnsonment for 3 years or to

- _'_both such fine and rmpnsonment

(1) Provided that in the case of statutory corporatlon where the offence

‘s com1mtted with the consent or conmvance of or to be attnbutable to, any
- nr::cfiect o the “part Gf any Dlrectur Manaoer Secretary or’ (}ther official of the

‘Insututmn m'orgamzation such Dlzector Manager Sccretary or other official

<

A2 apy person or - group of persons that 1ndulges in dlshonest acts to

beneﬁi from the prwzswns aof th}s Bﬂl sh&li be'hab]e npon cénuwtlon to a
' ‘_prnsonierrn ofl }Aear and s1x monﬁas‘ ora ﬁneofN{ OO OOO or i) b@‘rh such fme S

and impri sonment

(.’r) In the case of conmvance between an ofﬁmal of the Board and an

apphcani the apphcaut Is, liable {0 the pumshment as prescrlbed amder

. subsechon fZ)ofsecnon 75 Whlle:the oﬁ'c;al sha]l be :able on convzctlcm toa

F LE . I
s
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26. -( 1) In this Bill, unless the context othéﬁ%’iﬁé redilires- Interpretation

" Author” means : any person with'a pubhshed work which must be of value to
fheeducational sectors ' :
"Eligible organization” means companies or establishments that satisfy the
provisions of section 6 of this Bilt. 7
27, This Bill; may e cited as the Nmerlan Authors Trist Fund Bill,  Ciaton
2016,
© THE SCHEDULE
BAREA
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE BoARD

© (Y)Y The Board is to 'rh?a'i‘ﬁfain a ‘tegister of il privately owned

umversmes and putﬁismn g uompames i ngena

(7)Thy Board 510 transm1t the Bill (whe“l passea asan Act) to ail

SRS

(;) The Boafd shall isste’ subscrlptlcn forat’ to compames and

pstitutions that subscnbe to gpins e

ST sibseription farm is to cotitain e Account mimber of the

- TrustFund‘ Srial TP CEOEL fr b ity

(5)The compames and instifutions are to pay d]recﬂy to the credit
theAcccuntoftheBoard o A
(6) “The' Board is ‘to document i subscription forms for
(7 The Bank is to transmita copy obthe felles fo the Board; ~
o (8) “Th Bordis {o maiatain zii'ao&i'{:c‘:){fﬁéyim‘eﬁt 10 the Trust Fund;
(9) The Bowd ‘shall ‘publish the “amies’ of ¢ompanies and
Institutions that subscribe 16 the Trust Fund in {hise national dailies;
(10) The Board is fo send one week demand”hotice to any

defaulting companies and Inistitutions;”
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(11) The companies in default, are to redeem the default within one
week of demand;

{12) The Board is to compile the list of subsequent defaulters and
transmit same to the Attorney - General of the Federation:

(13) The office of the Attorney-General of the Federation is to
prosecute defauiters.

(14} The office of the Attorney-General is to compile the record of
proceedings at the end ofevery case and transmit same to the Board.

PART B
SELECTION OF BENEFICIARIES

{1} The Board shall set guidelines and criteria for selection of would
be Authors to be covered under the Bill;

(2) During the selection of Authors to be covered under the Bill, the
provisions of section 3, subsection (a) shall apply;

(3)Applicants are to apply through the Chairman of the Board:

(4) Where the Author's status does not match the criteria set for
befxeﬁciaries ofthe fund by the Board, the Board's decision thereon is final;

(5} The successful applicant is to provide a recommendation letter
along with a certificate of Origin signed by the local government chairman or
from a guarantor who shall recommend and guaranice the applicant as being a
citizen of Nigeria;

(6) A guarantor shall be either of the foliowing-

(ayATraditional ruler from the applicant's locality:

(b} A senior Civil Servant not below the rank of 2 Director who is from
the Applicant’s state;

(¢) A military or police officer not below the rank of a lieutenant
Colonel or Assistant Police Commissioner: -

{d) A known orrespectable member of the society where the applicant
resides;

{e) The Board is to supervise the Trust Account;



2016

Nigerian Authors Trust Fund Bill, 2016 C 3765

T~

(f) Notwithstanding any Bank Practices or regulations, the Board
shall have right and access to the Trust Account;
(g) The decision of the Board on the trust Account shall be final.
EXPLANATORY NOTE
This is a Bill for an Act seeking for the establishment of A Nigerian Authors'
Trust Fund to provide {inancial aid to authors and aspiring autthors in Nigeria

and for other purposes connected therewith.







