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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL THE NIGERIAN FILM CORPORATION ACT CAP. N1(9
Laws OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004 AND TO ENACT THE
NIGERIAN FILM COMMISSION ACT, 2014 TO REGULATE THE FILM
INDUSTRY IN NIGERIA AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon Umar Jibrin
| ] Commencement

BE IT ENACTED by the 'National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as tollows:
‘ PART | - ESTABLISHMENT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE NIGERIAN FitLM

COMMISSION

| 1.-(1) There is hereby established a body to be known as the Establishment ot
the Nigerian Film

2 Nigerian Film Commission (in this Act referred to as “the Commission”). Commission
3 (2) The Commission:

4 (a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

5 common seal and may sue or be sued in its corporate name; and

(b) may acquire, hold or dispose of any property, movable |,
immovable in its corporate name, for the purpose of carryin'f“5 out its

functions under this Act.

(3) objectsofthe Commission:
10 (a) develop a result oriented productivity comn ,ission geared
I towards profit making and revenue generation that will reduce total

- dependence on Government subvention;

=S (b) provide and create a framework for a viable sust: inable growth
14 and orderly development of a globally competitive Nigerjan t film and video
15 industry. ‘ e #

16 (c) project and protect the rich cultural herlta‘§%~ and the vatues of

17 the people of Nigeria by encouraging the pro¢ =tion of high quality

.
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Nigerian films and-videos for both domestic consumption and for export;

(d) ensure the professionalization of the film i[‘ld'llSIIl..';f; by regulating
the activities of guilds and associations in the film industry“r;(rj_rtlhe orderly
development of the industry; and

{e) encourage the standardisation of film and video production.
distribution and exhibition, factlities.

2.-(1) The Board of the Commission shall consist of a Chairman and
the following members appointed by the President on the advice of the
Minister:

(a) threc persons who by reasons of their ability, experience or
specialized knowledge of the film industry or of business or professional
attainment are capable of making useful contributions to the work of the
Commission; =

(b) one represehtative of the Federal Ministry in ;éﬁargé of
Information matters;

(c) one representative of the Federal Ministry in charge of Culture
matters

(d) the Director General oftlle Commission;

(e) Members of the Board other than the Director General of the
Commission shall be part-time members.

(2) The Board shall:

(a) regulate its proceedings and make standing orders with respect to

the ho_lding of its meetings; notices to be given, the keeping of minutes of its

pmceﬂt"iings and such other matters as the Board may, from time to time

mine;

(b) develop performance measurement criteria and targets f(or

Mana g’,-_cmen (,

~ .+ {(c) recommend the appointment, discipline and removal of the

=

29 . ~Director. Jeneral to the President through the supervising Minister;

. ™ (d,'approve Financial and Banking Policies including borrowings:

ES——
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(e) approve budgets. both recurrent and capital, and annual
account,
(f) approve acquisition and disposal of fixed assets and awarding
of Contracts within certain financial limits;
(g) determine tariffs and charges fortgoods or services produced or
rendered within the Utilities Charges Commission's hmitations;
() appoint, promote and discipline senior Staff as recommended
by Management;
(h) Perform the role of Shareholder of Government holdings in the
Commission .
(1) Do such other things which in its opinion are necessary to ensure
the efficient performance of the objects of the Commisston. ™
(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person appointed a
member ot the Corporation (not being an ex-officio member) shail hold
office for a period of three years from the date of his appointment ar{d shall
be eligible for reappointrﬁent for one further period of three years
(3) Any member may resign his appointment by a letter addressed
to the Minister and his resignation shall take éf’fect on the date of receipt by
the Minister of such letter.
(4) The oﬁ"xce of the Chairman and Members of the Board shall
become vacant where-
(a) he resigns his office by notice in writing under his hand
addressed to the President;
'(b) he becomes of unsound mind or incapable of carrying out his
dutics;
(¢) he becomes bankrupt or makes compromise with his creditors;
(d) he is found guilty of gross misconduct relating to his duties;
(e¢) the Presidt_':nt 1s satisfied that it 1s not in the intereét of the
Commuission or of the public for theperson appointed to continue in office;

() Members ot the Board shall be entitled to sitting allowances:
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travel expenses and such other benefits as may be determined from time to time
by the.appr()priate authority.

3. -(1) The Commission shall carry out the following functions, that

ig-

(a) initiate and implement oational‘ﬁlm policies and establish the
framework for the growth and development of the film sector in collaboration
with development partnersj,- J

I (b) pl*oi?ide guidelines and set sfandarcls for the establishment of film
and video infrastructure such as film schools, film villages, film production
studios and film multi-media centres by the public and private sector;

(¢) establish and participate in the establishment of cinema theatres
across  the country in collaboration with Federal agencies, States, Local
Governments and private investors;

(d) advise the Federal Government generally on all regulatory and

developmental matters relating to the film and video industry:

(e) manage, disburse and monitor the proper application of the
National Film Development Fund and other govemment Interventions ana
grants for the film sector: .

(1) source for and provide grants from govemmem and other sources
to any person, organization or institul:ion for the development and promotion of
the film and video industry;. L

(g) use lottery as a means of raising funds for th'e development of the
fitm in'dkustfy;- - - I . :

(h) maintain a database of persons. organizations.. mstitutions.

‘equipment facilities connected with the film and video induslry:

(1) provide and encourage the prowsmn of faCIlltlf':S for trammg and
advanemg the Sl(lllS and talents of persons employed in the Nigerian film and

wdeo mdustry,, |

(J) encourage orgamze and artlclpate in national and international

(lm festwala falrs markets and snmllar actmttes to rebrand and enhance lhe
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exposure of Nigerian film and video industry;

(k) 1ssue shooting licenses to foreign crew upon accreditation by
the Ministry;

(l) acquire, distribute and exhibit films in Nigeria; and

(m) perform any other functions that are necessary or expedient for
the tull dischafgeofall or any efits functions under this Act.

(2) The Comm ission shall have powers 0.

(a) establish 4 Production Services that will produce films and also
be the sole mandatory producer ot the 'Federal Government films and
documentaries:

(b)establish a Directorate oi Film Festivals that will be responsible
for the organization and sustenance of international film festivals of Nigeria:

(c) establish a National Film, Video & Sound Archive as a
mandatory depository of all film and video related materials;

(d) Establish the National Film Institute Jos (in this Bill referred to
as The 'Institute. which shall; |

(1) previde training and capacity building for The Nigeri:an Motion
Picture Industry for the development of highly technical and professionally
competent film pracutioners to acquire, skills and techniques 1n film
production, management, finance, markets and exhibition; expose each of
Its students to a balanced curriculum in film arts and film related activities:

(i) have a governing Board which shall consist ef a Chairman who

shall be the Director General of the Commission; and a representative of the

~Board of Directors: the Rector of the Institute; a representative of the

Federal Minister in charge of Information matters; a representative of the
Comimnission; a i‘epreSentatiVe of the Moti.on Picture Council of Nigeria
(MOPICON); and a repfesentat'i've dtf' each of National University
Commission and National Board for Technical Edueation;

(111) Award degrees, diplomas, certificates and other distinctions to

persons who have pursued a course of study approved by the Institution and
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| have saushied such other requirements as the Institute may lay down from time

2 to time subject to the directive and guidance ot the National Universities
3 Commission and National Board for Technical Education:

4 (v) Erect, provide, equ.ip and maintain hbrartes. film studios. film
5 archives, laboratories, lecture halls" hall of residence. refectories, sports

6 grounds, playing fields and other buildings or things necessary or suitable or

7 convenient forany ot the Institute and the Commission objectives:
g ~ (vi) Ekstablish other teaching and research campuses and centers
9 subject to the approval of the National Universities Commission and National

10 Boardtor Technical Education as the case may be;:

I (vi1)Accept gifts, legacies and donations on behalf of the Institute. but

12 without obligations to accept for a particular purpose unless it approves the

13 termsand conditions thereto:

14 (vitl) To do all such acts or things. whether or not incident to the

|5 ftoregoing powers as may advance the objects of the Institute.

16 ' (e) establish a body responsible for regulating the professional
[7  practice and cthics in the film and video industry which shall be known as the
18 Motion Picture Council of Nigeria (MOPICON)Ywhich shall.
|G (1) be the umbrella body of all Guiids and Associations practicing in
20 the nilm and video industry.
2| (11) have a Chairman appointed by the Conimission.:

22 {111) be made up of three representatives from the Guilds of Directors.

23 Screen writers, Actors, Producers, Marketers/Distributors.

24 (1v) onerepresentative of the National Film Video Censors Board,

25 (v)onereps of Federal Ministry of Information.

26 (vi) Representatives of the Nigerian Film Commission.

27 (vir) A Registrar who shall be a staff of the Commission.

28 (f) Establish a Fund for the development of the film and video

29  industry which shall be known as the National Film Development Fund

30 (NFDFE).
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(1) The Fund shall be the repository of all government grants, fund.
and Peanetai e entives © the film and viaco indusiry as well as monic.
gonatioss and w-ants from other sources as may o¢ received on behalt of the
Fund ang s .o ctneastered by a Committee sei up by tne Lommissior

(in: T fund Committee shall have a Chairman, appointed by t:2+
Comuussion. whe snal® be a person, with experience and specializec
knowledec iﬁ any of the trades of the film and video industry or business or
professional attainment capable of contribution to the Tund;

(111} The Fund < ommittec shatl be mmade up 0 one representainve
each from the Commission, Federal Ministry of 'vitc:mation, National |- i
and Video Censors Boarc. and tnree members representing the Guilds and
Associations of Marketers, Exhioitors; and Film Schools/Academy.

(¢) establisiy and maintain subsidiaries in form of special purposc

~vehicles tor e dischiarge of suciy tunctions as the Commission ina;

determ. e

4. -y TRe Menister may, after consuitauon with the Commuission,

sive to the Commission directions of a general character as to the discharge

by the Comission of its functions in relation to matters appearing to the

Minister to affect the public interest.
 5.-(1) There shall be for the:Commission a Director General who
shall be appoilﬁed by the President on the recommendation ot the Minister
in charge of Information matters who shall:
" (a) be the ‘chief executive and accounting officer of the
Commission: - -
(b) be responsible for -the day to day administration of the
Commission: and

 {(c) shall hold office for a period of four years and may'he*reé

‘appdihted for another term of four years and no more.

(2) The Commission, shall:

(a) employ such number of employees as may in its opinion be

C 2421
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| expedient and necessary for the proper and efticient performance ot the objects

2 of the Commuission;

) 3 (a) determine the terms and conditions of service including
4 disciplinary measures for the employees of the Commission;
5 (b) fix a competitive remuneration. allowances and benefits for the
6 employecs of the Commission;
7 (3) (aThere shall be a Secretary to the Commission appointed by the
8 Board who shall also be the Legal Adviser to the Commission;
9 (b) The Secretary shall be a legal practitioner with not less than ten

10  years postcall cognate experience;

| ] (c) The Secretary shall:

| 2 (1) have custody ﬁfthe Commuission's seal:

| 3 (11) keep the records and conduct the correspondences of the Board:

14 (111) render legal advisory services to the Commission; and

1S (1v) perform such other functions as the Board may from time to time
16 di}ett.

17 (4) The Commission shall appeint, Heads of various Departments

18  who shall together with the Director General form the Management of the
19 Commission.

20 (5) The Commission may, from time to time, appoint such other staff
21 as may be required for the purposes of the efficient performance of the
22 tunctions conferredon the Commission.

23 (6) The Board may delegate to the Director General, generally or
24 specifically, the power to appoint such categories of statt of the Commission as

25  the Cammission may from time to time specify.

Financial 26 6.~(1) The Commission shall maintain a fund into which shall be paid:
provisions of
the Commission 27 (a) monics raised from the local Capital Market;

28 (b) monies raised from the external Capital market through multi-

29  lateral and-bi-lateralinstitutions:

30 (¢} 1% of proceeds from value added tax (VAT) or film and
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entertainment related activities and services.

(d) fees from the iicensing of foreign production companies: and
from the issuance of permits to foreign crews;

(e) fees from the issuance of import permits to any importer of film
equipment, film facilities, films and video works;

(f) revenue from levy charged on admission tickets for the film
screenings, rentals, and sale of local and foreign films;

(g) 10% of all the levies collectéd by the National Film and Video
Censors Board from licensing of Distributors and Exhibitors ot film works;

(h) monies paid to the Commission by users of its services;

(1) donations, contributions and endowments:

(j) grants to the Commission including contributions from
philanthropic organizations and development partners:.

(k) income from investments;

() 5% of the proceeds from telecommunication companies ur
Nigeria on film related matters;

(m) 5% ol the proceeds trom the National Lottery Comnussion of
Nigeria;

. (n) Such revenue generated by the Commission through the

discharge of its functions.

(it) Funds of the Nationa! Film Development Fund:

(a) Initial seed money (Take-Off Grant) and sustainable funding
interventions by the Federal Govemmént; |

(b) 10 % of the Commission tunds;

(¢) 5 % of the National Film and Video Censors Board:

(d) Proceeds from Value Added Tax (VAT) on film related
activities;

(¢) Development support loans from international finance and
investment institutions and special development agencies in Nigeria;

(f) Grants and endowments from foreign and local donors,

C 2423
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foundations. agencies, multi-national companies and conglomerates: and local

councils:

(g) Capital market;

(h) Proceeds from the Fund's investments and also interest an o

(1) Any other source that may be identified trom time to time oy i
Fund.

7.-(1) The Commission may from time to time apply the proceeds of
the Fund eétablished In pursuance of section |5:

(a) to thé cost'dfadm'inistration ofthe Commission:

(b) for the execution of approved capital projects of the Conmiscine

(¢) for reimbursing members and staff of the Commiccar 9
C‘ommitiéés set ﬁp by the Commission and in accordance with tie raic-
approved In that behalf of the Commiss'ion; '

(d) to the paym_em of fees. salaries and other remunerations o
all.owar:ces and pensions and other retirement henefits pavable to the
employees of the Commission: and . i

(e) for the maintenance of the Commission's property.

8.-(1) The Commission may accept gifts !o'f'*landg moncy or other
property upon such terms and conditions, if any, as may be specified by the
person or organization méking the gift. ° -

. :(2)“Thé Comr'r:iissi(iﬁ shall not accept any gift if the conditions
attached bflhe person (;r organization making the gift are inconsistent with the
objects of the Com*n"i.ission.‘: N

9.-(1) Sui:)ject to Subsectidﬁ (2) of this section, the Corporation may.

from time to time, borrow such sums as it may require in the discharge of its

functions under this Act.
(2)The Commission may issue debenture stocks and borrow such
slims as it may require in the discharge of its functions with the approval of the

B(jard.
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10.-(1) The Commission shall submit tts audited annual account
within three months of the end of the financial year to the Annual General
Meeting (AGM). Such account should be published in 3 National Dailies
with copies sent to the Auditor General of the Federation, Supervising
Ministry, Federal Office of Statistic and the Bureau for Public Enterprise
(BPE).

(2) The Commission shall keep proper accounts and records In

D

relation thereto and shall prepare tn respect of eaéh_ﬁnancial year a
statement of accounts in such form as the Minister may direct.

(3) The accounts of the Commission shall be audited at the end of
each financial year by auditors appointed by the Shareholders and the fees of
the auditors and the expenses of the audit generally shall be paid from the
funds of the Commission.

11. The Commission shall, not later than 30th of June in each year.,
submit to the Minister a report on the activities of the Commission during
the immediately preceding year and shall include in such report, the audited
accounts ofthe Commissioﬁ.

12.-(1) Service in the Comn1issi£m shall be pensionable under the
Pension Reform Act and accordingly employees of the Commission shdll, in
respect of their services. be entitled to pension and other retirement benefits.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, nothing shall prevent the appointment of a person to any office on
terms which preclude the grant of pension in respect of that office.

(3) The Commussion may, with the approval of the Board make

staftf regulations relating generally to the conditions of service of the

employees of the Commission and without prejudice to the generality of the

foregoing, such regulations may provide for the appointment, promotion
and disciplinary control of the employees of the Commission and appeals by
such employees against dismissal or other disciplinary measures;

(4) Staff regulations made under subsection (1) ot this section shall
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not have effect until approved by the Board, the Commission shall cause them
to be broughtto the 1n0tice of all affected persons in such manner as it may. from
time to tich!_ determine.

13..-(1) The President may make regulations ecnerally for the proper
carrying into effect of the. provisions of this Act and the due administration
thereof,

14. Inthis legél framewérk, unless the context otherwisc requires:
"Board" means the Governing Board established pursuaht.lo section 2 of this
legal framework: - .

"Chairman" means the person appdinted as the Chairman of the Commission
pursuant to section 2( I) bfthis legal framework:

"Commission" means th:e Nigerian Film Commission

"Director General" means the Director General of the Commission appointed
pursuant to section 9( 1) of this legal framework:

"Ex-Ofticto" means members of the Board appointed by virtue of their position
in the Commaission; '

"Film and Video" means all media of projected images. notwithstanding
whether the medium of projection is the small screen (vided) or the large screen
of the ctnema (ce!lu!o'id); I

"film and video industry” means all trades, practices. specialization, branches.
disciplines concerned with the film and video including all aspects of
production, distribution, exhibition, inétruction, documentation and research:;
"member" means a member of the Commission inclUdiﬁgthe Chaifman;
"Minister” means the Federal Minister in charge of information hﬂatters;
"Ministry" means the Federal Minisfry In charge of information matters:
”Practi-tione'r” means anyohe who practices any of the trades or specializations
in any of the branches of the motion picture industry and registered with any
guild or associatioﬁ.

IS.-(I):An Act to Repeal the Film Corporation Act CAP NI09 [aws

2004 and enact the Nigerian Film Commission Act 20 14.



