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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL GRAZING ROUTE AND RESERVE
COMMISSION, TO ESTABLISH, MANAGE AND CONTROL GRAZING ROUTES
AND RESERVES IN ALL PARTS OF THE NIGERIA AND FOR OTHER

INCIDENTAL MATTERS THERETO.

Sponsored by Hon. Karim §S. Sunday

R [ ] Commencement
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BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

......

Republic of Nigeria as follows as follows-
1 PART I - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL GRAZING ROUTES AND

RESERVE COMMISSION
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i1.-(1) there is hereby established under this Act, a body to be  gqgablishment of

: , . _ _ National Grazing
known as the National Grazing Route and Reserve Commission (in this Act  Route and Reserve

Commission

(2) The Commission shall be-
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(a) A body Corporate with perpetual succession and a common

2
3
4
5 referred to as "the Commission").
6
7
8 seal;
9 (b) Capable of suing and being sued in 1ts corporate name; and
10 (c) Capable of acquiring, holding or disposing of any property,
11 movable or immovable, for the purpose of canylngmlt 1ts ‘business
12 functions. .
- 13 (1) The Headquarters of the Commission shall be situated in the
. 14 Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, and there shall be established an office of

15 the Commission in each State of the Federation.

16 (2) The Governor of each State shall make provision for the office

CogelaEs e

. 17 of the Commaission in the Ministry of Agriculture or Ministry of Lands of

I8 each State.
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2. The Commission shall consist of the following members, that is-
(a) A Chairman who shall be appointed by the President on
Recommendation of the Minister, being a person who by reason of his ability

and experience or specialized knowledge on land and agricultural matters and

whose professional attainment is in the opinion of the President is capable of

making outstanding contribution to the Commission;

(b) One Representative each from al the thirty six (36) States of the
Federation and one (1) from the Federal Capital Territory:

(¢) Each of the Representatives referred to in (b) above shall be-

(1) Legal Practitioners;

(i1) Land surveyors; or

(111) Other persons knowledgeable in land matters.

(d) One Representative from the National Boundaries Commission:
(e) Onerepresentative from the Border Committee Development Agency;

(f) The Chairman of the Commission referred to in (a) above, shall be
appointed from one of the representatives from each State as stated in (b)
above.

3.-(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection 2 of this Section, a
person appointed as a member of this Commission shall hold office for four (4)
years and shall be eligible for re-appointment for a further term of four (4)
years.

(2) The Minister may, with the Approval of the President, at any time
remove any member of the Commission from the office, if the Minister is of the
opinion that 1t is not in the interest of the Commission for the member to
continue in office and shall notify the member of the Commission in writing to
that effect.

(3) Members of the Commission except for the Director-General shall
be part-time members,

4.-(1) there shall be appointed by the Commission, a Director General

who shall be a qualified Legal practitioner of at least ten (10) years post
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1 allowances, pensions and gratuities payable to the employees of the
2 Commissions;
3 (d) for the maintenance of property acquired or vested in the
4 Commussion; and
S (e) for, and in connection with, all or any of the functions of the
6 Commission under the Act.
7 8.-(1) The Comnussion shall keep accounts and proper records in
8 relatton thereto and shall prepare inrespect of each year a Statement of Account
G insuch tormas the Federal Executive Council may direct.
10 (2) the accounts of the Commission shall be audited not later thatsix ~ §&1
i1 (6) months after the end of the year by auditors appointed by the Commission
12 from the list and in accordance with the guidelines submitted by the Auditor-
13 General of the Federation; and the fees of the Auditors and the expenses of the |
14 audit generally shall be paid from the funds of the Commission.
15 (3) the Commission shall caused to be prepared, not later than 30th
16 Seplember in each year, an estimate of 1ts expenditure and income during the
{7 next succeeding year and when prepared shall be submitied through the
18  Minister forapproval by the Federal Executive Council.
19 9. 'The Commission shall, not later than 30th June in cach year,
20  submit to the Federal Executive Council, a report on the activities of the
21 Commuission during the year immzaiatels preceding, and shall include in such
22 report, the audited accounts of the © ommission.
23 10. The Commission may ke z*ﬂgu_fa't'i-_mm for the purpose of
24  carryingoutits functions ;- -idted winderin Act .
25 B s e NSO
26 11. The Comias=sion soa o Socnlabons for all or any of the
27  following matters inrespeo: cfthe s~ 0 entGragzing Routes and Reserves-
28 (a) estabiisll Critie, Kowre Ctat o nnd Grazing Reserves in
29 differentparts of the ¢ ~unis avd potspeya aswith this Aot
30 (b} munae. 1??»)* Ane) ripnemny the Cattle Rowtes ood Girazing
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may beswed and the times when they may be used;

{ing for the issue of grazing permits to persons using the
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i Reserves and prescribe the fees payable for usage of
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ihy Imposing penalties for breach of any of its regulations under
14 this section:

153 (1) prosecute anybody or group of persons that breaches any

16 provision of this Act or any of its regulations made in pursuance of this
17 Section;

1 8 (1) demarcate or make known in any manner it think best, the

16 boundaries of the Grazing Route and Reserve:
20 (k) fostering peace in the Grazing Routes and Reserves:

21 (1) improving land use and land management.

tJ
b

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection(1l) of this

23 Section. the Commission's central objective is to encourage Ranching as an
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or may be used asranches as the Nigeria develops.
26 Part 111 - THE GRAZING ROUTES AND RFSERVES
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27 12.  No person, other than a Government Othicer on duty shall

.
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enter any Grazing Route or Reserve unless he 1s authorised to do so by this
29 [.aw orregulations hereunder.

30 13. No person shall alienate any right atfecting land included in
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l the Government Grazing Route and Reserve, which; has bt’:({ﬂ esl tablished
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4By e, 1400f any right within 2 government grazinﬂ route or reserve is not
5 exercised for a period of ten (1Q) years, it shall be deemed to have begn
P I I; Vs
10 , extinguished, T R
vy Ao - . 15, where a lapd has becen marl\ed a (mwrnmmt (Jtag,l pe Route.or

0 PART IV - PROCEDURE FOR ACQUIRING THE GRAZING ROUTTES

23, the Governor ta trapsfer.the land to the Comunission for ¢

...24 , ..Routes and Reserve. .

Gl 20. Whenever land has been transferred by, the Governor ta the

28] n.ﬂ-C.OHmUTSSif?&aEQF use.as Grazing Rawtes and Reserve. the Governor in cach

Silone 4ag8ordance with this ALI by Sale, Transfer Mortug,a, without the consent of

3 the Commission first had and obtained.
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8 Reserve, the Commission may subject to the consent ot the Minister, close any
s o FEhtol way grwatercayrse where b is of the,opinion that there already exists
10 ancqually convenient right of way or watercourse. o
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]2 AND RESERVES o
R O R [ N !he Commission shall approach the Governors of all the thirty

14  (36)six States and the Minister ofthe FCT, and express:;gpsgdgs ire to establish a

.15 . Grazing Route and Resen;efin accordance wi;h this Act. | o
6. .. 17.;The Commission shall undertake a physical geographical
17 analysis of the land use in each of the States in order to asgg;l‘;qig}ﬁ the best and

18, - most }apprg)p_niate placq;;to .lo-;:at_¢ thgbB;F ederal Gm’erl;ment Reserve and Rgute
19 within the said State.
20 .. 18. The Commission shall after having undertaken the analysis of the

21 Grazing Reserves and Routes. approaqh each State Gavem T, with the co-
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.22 operation of the member ot the gomnu551on. fmm Lha,thtate to negotiate with

€ purposc ol Grazing
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29  State shall make an order that shall set _fg?r?t_rh- |
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S . .(b) that the land has been transterred to the, Commission for!the

P I B S A

2 purpose of Grazing Route and Reserves

I

-

- (c) that all interest mn the land constituted as Grazing Routes and

3
4 Reserve is subject to the interest, of the Commission for the purposes of
R SO B B R N SRS :
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; Grazmg Routf.,s and Reserve.
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21. Wht,re» er any Iand has been transferred to the Commission by
the Governor, the Commission shall pay the compensation necessary to the

- persons, communities whose interest in the land has been affected by such

O o0 w1 O

transfer.
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10 22. Once the Governor of each of the State or any of the States
I agreetoreserve or transfer any land to the Commission, for the purpose of
% 12 Grazing Routes or Reserves. a Notice shall be published in the Nigerian
13 Official Gazette specifying as clearly as possible the sigpg_tiog and the

14 . limits of the land,
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' 15 . 23. The Commission shall cause the particulars of the land
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16 . reserved as Grazing Route and Reserve in each State to be made known In
|7 the Communities in which the Land is situated by causing a Notice thereof to
B 8 b?;;'ge&d a'}ﬁj; illtergi;g;l%ed ,_ifr_)il;he_ Iacal‘}ffemag}]a__r-xlal};;gyagﬁe‘iof the commgpity
19 and also cause a_Ngticc m writing to the qpnxmuniti?sg{ persons residing or
20 claiming interest on such lands.
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!’tf_'u

23 .. inrespectofsuch land and stating the spegial conditions i’nt,eﬂgi,!cd._..to goyern

s o . B, .
: . Sl T e o . e
L L : . )
. P,
. . e TN ' .
: . RIS T R D I N Bttt Bt i R R L T I T TR T I L LT o .
2 ; Lt I - -l : an ! R e T Sl mErEl g ilnder Cogslrosiatllln, iy
. e el . .. .- R -:*.-' - pe b e 7 - o L R el M dan s .-.E prEgERLL e T
. ERCA DI EEEEEE Do - g Al ARt LTy PR g e i il (RN
ﬁﬂ ?".-:Iﬁt ﬁﬁ! m”i N 'ﬂ? I“ ol A FHEHN Lt ] PR R _ . . r

. 24, thereservation thereof.
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25 25. The Commission shall make a comprehensive list and
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26 description of all lands, that has been reserved as lederal Government
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27 . . Grazing Routes and Reserve in all the States of the Federation and the

28 Federal Capital Territory.
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29 . 26. The Commission shall from time to time, determinethe
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Interpretation

Citation
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cligibility of persons who shall be allowed to enter the Grazing Routes and
Reserves.

27. The Commission shall provide the necessary intrastructure for
decent livelihood inthe Grazing Routes and Reserves.

28. [t shall be unlawful for any non-Nigerian to enter the Grazing
Routes and Reserves unless expressly authorized by the Commission.

29. It shall be unlawful for any pastoralist to graze livestock outside
the Routes and Reserves, except where expressly authorized by the
Commission and such authorization shall be as a result of exceptional
circumstances.

30. The Commission shall set forth expressly, the conditions for
atlowing toreigners/non-Nigerians access into the Grazing Routes and
Reserves,

31. The Commission shall set forth the fees and permits payable for
persons who shall be allowed in the Grazing Routes and Reserves.

32. The Commission shall do all that 1s incidental to the furtherance
of 1ts object as stated in this Act.

33. The Commission shall from time to 't_-ﬁime make regulations
necessary forthe furtherance of its.dutiesunder.th-ifszﬁééf; o N

34. In this Bill- -

"Grazing Areas"” includes areas which have beendeszgnated as Grazing Routes
and Reserves for animals underthis Act: S

"Grazing Reserve" shall mean farm -cmﬁps; grazmg areaq, | farm :S;_e.tti'ement
established by the Commission for the furtherance of the mandate of the
Commission under this Act:

“exceptional circumstances” means cogent and exceptional circumstances
which will warrant the Commission to allow Pastoralist to carry cattle outside
the designated grazing routes and not for grazing p'urp()Stzs.;

35. This Act may be cited as the the National Grazing Routes and

Reserve Bill, 2016.
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