{HB. 15.12.315]

(W)

o

O =<3 ~] N

A BILL
FOR

AN ACT MANDATING  Sci00LS To ProvIDE FOR ADEQUATE SPECIAL

NEEDS EDUCATION TO STUDENTS WiTH LEARNING DISABILITIES AND FOR

OTHER RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Ezenwa Francis Onvewuchi
[ ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as foliows-

1. Nptwithstanding the provision of any other enactment, the
objecis of this bill is to mandate schools and institutions 1o make adequate
provisions for special needs education, training and any other éervices for
students with leaming disabilities.

2.1} Special needs chiidren are those children who cannot benefit
maximaliy from the regular classroom teaching or learning experiences on
account of physical, menial, emotional and other sundry disabilities, which
may or may not be easily identified.

(2 Students with special needs include those who suffer from-

(i} Mental retardation;

{ii} Learning disabilities;

(i11) Emotional and behaviour disorders;

(iv)}Communication disorders;

{v}Hearmg loss;

{v1) Blindness and jow vision:

(vii) Physical disabilities;
- {viil) Antism;

{ix) Severe disabilities;

(x) Multiple disabilisics;

{x1) Deaf/blindness:
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1 (xii} Gifiedand talented.
Inclusive 2 3. A child with special educational needs shall be educated in an
environmant
3 inclusive environment with children who do not have such needs umless the
4  pature or degree of those needs of the child is such that to do so would be
53  incousistentwith-
& (2} the best interests of the child as deiermined in accordance with any
7 assessment carried oot under this Act, or
8 (b) the effective provision of education for children with whom the
9 child is to be educated.
ga]::;::m 10 4. Smdents with special educational needs should be sducate in
11 Mafustream schools unless it is incompatible with-
iz {a) the wishes of the parent or guardian of,
i3 (b} there are special crcumstances or alternative arrangemenis made
14 byveither pavent or guardian.
Cefer education 15 5. Swmdenis with special educational need not be educated m
16  mainstream Schools, if they are already admitted to a special schod! by either
17  parentorguarcian.
;ﬁﬁ of 18 ©. It shall be the duty of a school, Institistion, education authoriiy to
sdents 19 introduce ideniification, curricular and intervention programines for special
2G  nesdschildren.
Infarmaiion on 21 T.-{1}1i shall he the duty of a school, institution or education anthority
spectz! needs
edursticn 22 iz advice and inform parents about their special needs education prozrams or
2?3 provisions.
24 {2¥This section applies -
23 {z} a child is 2 regigtered student at a school, mstitiion, community,
26 localcoverameni area or siafe
27 {b) itis considersd that the child has special educational nesds, and
28 {c} his o7 her parent or puardians have not previeasly been informed
25 ofspecial needs educational provision made aithe school,
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i 8.-{1) The board of management ofa school shall- Other disties of
2z {2} ensure that parents of a siudent with special educational needs the Seloo!

3 are- '

4 (i) informed of their child's needs and how those needs are being

3 - met, and

6 (i} consulicd with regard to, and nvited to participate in, the

7 making of ali decisions of 2 sigpificant nature concerning their child's

8 education,

2 (b) ensure that all relevani teachers and other relevant employees

i ofthe school are aware of the special educational needs of sindents,

il () ensure that t2achers and other relevant employees of the school

i2 are awarzs of the imporiance of identifying children and students who have

13 special educational needs, and

14 (d) inculcate in students of the school an awareness of the needs of

i3 persons with disabilities.

i6 9.41) T is unlawful for a school amthority o permit fhe Discrimination

17 discrimination or to discriminate againsi a special needs person or person :ﬁﬂiioff;

8 with iearning disabilities-

19 {a)in determining his or keradmission to the scheol as a student;

20 {(b)in the terms on which it offers to admit him or her to the school

pa| as a sizdent; or

22 {c)by refusing or deliberately omitting to accept an application for

23 his or her admission to the school as a student.

24 (2)it is unlawful for the school authority to discriminate against a

25 special needs student in the education or associated services provided for, or

26 offerad o, students at the school by that authority.

27 10. A school autherity does not discriminate against a person if it Defm by school
authority

28 shows-

29 (a) that, at the time in guestion, it did not know and could not

30 reasonably have been expecied to know, that he or she had a leamning
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1 disability; and
2 (b) that its failure to take the step was attributable fo that lack of
3 knowledge.
Duty of 4 11.-(1) The Minister of Education, Federal and State Ministries of
Zﬂ“ﬂﬁgmal 5 Education and any other educational authority must prepare regulations for
6 schools and institetions -
7 (a) Increasing the extent to which special needs students can
8  participate in the schools' curriculums;
9 (b) Training more teachers in special education or the integration of
1] sﬁecialists in special needs education so as fo be able to cafer for the needs of
11 thespecial child in the school.
12 (c) Diversifying school curricuium to cater for special needs students
i3 (8) Providing proper funding for special needs education
i4 {e} Improving the physical environment of the schoois for the purpose
15  of increasing the extent to which special needs students are able @ take
16 advantage of education and associated services provided or cifered by the
17 scheols;and
18 (2) These regnlations should be constanily evaluated, monitored,
19 reviewed and implemented to improve the education provided to such special
20 needsstudents.
Remedies 21 12.(1) A claim that a special needs student has been diseriminated
32 . against in a way which is unlawfu! under this Act may be made the subject of
23 civil proceedings in any superior courts of record.
24 - {2} The reinedies available in such proceedings are those which ate
© 25.  dvailable in suchsuperior courts of record.
Interpretation 26 i3 InthisBills o7 w0
27 - “Mainstream school" means any school that principally meets the nesds of
28  students who donothave special educationa! need;
29 =“Si;,xeeia!"neéés--l:chiidren“-m‘eans— children whe have learning disabilities or
30  profoundi-cognitive’ impairment; food allergies or ferminal iliness;
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developmental delays that catch up quickly or remain entrenched;
occasional panic attacks or serious psychiatric problems;

"special needs education” means, in relation to a person, a restriction in the
capacity of the person to participate in and benefit from education on

account of an enduring physical, sensory, mental health or learning

disability, or any other condition which results in a person learning

differently froma pe.rson without that condition;
"Schoot authority” means the administrative body which runs the school.
14. This Bill may be cited as the Special Needs Education Bill,
2015.
EXPLANATORY NOTE
This bill is an act mandating schools to provide for adequate special needs

education to students with learning disabilities and for other related matters
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