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AN ACT TO '.ESTABLISH “THE" CERTIFIED COUNCIL OF NIGERIA DENTAL

NURSES AND DENTAL SURGERY TECHNICIANS Te PROVIDE FOR THE

B CONTROL OF ITS *MEMBER’SHIP AND TO PROMOTES AND FOSTER THE

' PRACT{C‘E’OF DENTAL NURSING AN'D FOR @THER PURPOSES CONNECTED

'-_( .

THEREWITH

Sponsored by Hon. Aﬁbofa fsrael’ Famurewa '

_\..

BE “IT ENACTED by the Nﬁrtlonal Assembly Of the Federal 7
' vRepubthfNIgerIaasfollows

PARTI ESTAELISHMENT FUNCTION MEMBERSHIP ETC OF THE
CER'HFIED COUNCIL ‘O‘F NIGERIA DENTAL NURSES GOVERNTNG

COUNCIL ETC

f-.(Ia' There chaﬂ be establgshed a bcrdy t0 beknown. as e

: .(mthIs Act-as ‘th@(iouncﬂ”) R

(2) TheCouncﬂ~ o s

(a) shall be a body corporate WIth perpetual successmn

C 413

Commencement

-+ Establishment of -

.  the, Certified

) Certiﬁed Coum:ii OfNrgerla DentalNurses andDental Surgery’l'echnlclans : ' y
- Dental Nursesand

“+ Dental Surgery .

Teehnicians .

Council of Nigeria

(b) s,hall.ha_veacmnmon seal thch shall be kept in ‘such custody as '

- the Councll may, frumﬂmem Ilme authorxze and

(c}mﬁy sug orbe suedm ﬁs‘corporate name

L L The function Ofrhe Couﬂ(:ll Shali be to— :

. Functidns ofthe . -

" Couneil
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(c) encourage, increase, disseminate and promote the education and
training of members admitted thereof, and the exchange of information and
ideas in respect of all questions appertaining thereto;

(d) conduct examination in the relevant professions awarding
certificates to successful candidates as appropriate; and for such thing as may
be proper and necessary to maintain and advance the status and interests of the
members;

{e) Participate in the formulation of policies guiding the practice and
welfare and keep abreast with new development in management and dental
nursing health care delivering;

(f) Shall participate in curriculum development for trainee dentaf
nurses; |

(g) Shall constantly evaluate the practice of dental nurses and dental
surgery technicians and initiates creative innovations for é smoother and more
effective runni'ng of dental clinic/hospitals with improvement for patient care.

3.-(1). There shall be for the Council, a governing body to be known
as the “Board” which shall have responsibility for the administration and
general management of the Council.

{(2) The Council established pursuant to subsection (I) of this section
shalf consist ofthe following members, that is-

(2) A chairman who shall be a member of the professions and has been
so qualified fornot less than 15years;

(b) One representative of each of the nomenclatures that is Dental
Nurses, Dental Surgery Technicians;

{c) The Regisirar;

(d) Three persons to represent from elected disciplines to represent
the state on rotation for two yearsata time;

(e) Four persons to represent institutions of higher education in
Nigeria offering courses inthe training _pf members fortwo years atatime:

{f) One nonmedical person to represent public inferest;
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(g) One person not below the rank of a director to represent the
Federal Ministry of Health;

() Ome person to represent the faculties of dentistry on rotation for
two years in rotation; .

(i} One person to represent the association of registered dental
nurses of Nigeria.

(3) The brovisions of the first schedule to this Act shall have effect
with respect fo the supplementary pfovisions of the Council and the
qualifications and tenure of the office of members of the Council and the
matters therein mentioned. |

PART II - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

4.-(1} The Board shall establish and maintain a fund for the
Council, the management and control of which shall Be under the authority
ofthe board, into which shall be paid- |

(a) all monies received by the Council in pursuance of this Act;

(b) all subscriptions, fecs payable to the Council in pursuance of

this Act;

(c) all monies raised for the purposes tothe Council by way of giffs, ‘

donations grants in aid, testamentary dispositions from individuals, bodies
corporate or philanthropic orgéhisations non otherwise however.

(2) The Council shall, from time to time, apply the proceeds of the
funds of the Council to-

(a) all expenditure incurred by the Council in the course of the
discharge ofits functions under this Act;

(b) the remunerations and allowances of the Registrar and other
staff of the Council .

(c) the maintenance ofthe premises and property owned and vested
inthe Council; ' |

(d) the payment of travelling allowance and such stipend for

members of the Council as may be approved by the Council; and

Establishment of
Fund and
Expenditure of
the Couneil
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(e) the. payment of such other charges as may be- reasonably mcurred

- in the performance ofthe functlons of the institute and the Councﬂ

-3y Fer the purposes of the Compames meorne Tax, any donatlon

: made by any company m thena to the Councﬂ shall bea deduetlon donatlon

Wlthm the meanmg of that Act
. - 5.-(1) The Councﬂ rnay, Wlﬂ'l the general consent of its members orin

accurdance Wlthl‘he general gmdelmes or authonty glvenby the government of -

the 'federatlon bon‘ow on behalf of the: Cennel,l by way of loan « or overdraﬁ -

from any monies reqmred by .the Councﬂ to meet the Dbhgatlons of the Council
in other to perfon’n 1ts ﬁmctlon under thts ac:t 50 however that such consent or
authoﬂty shalI be Jreqnlred where the SHm nraggregate of the Sams anolved at
any mstrfute in anypartlcu]aryear ‘ | 7 ,

(2) The Counell fmay, subject to the provmon of thls Act and
condttlons of frust in resrpe;:t of ﬁlnds held or any property awned by the

Councﬂ 1nvest any but not ail of 1ts funds w1th the same consent by Genera] ‘

authonty

-( 1) The chairman ef the Cetmcﬂ shaH canse o be prepared nof 1ater S

Ehan*mx months beﬁ}re the end' of the year esumates of recu_rrent and eapltal

expendlture (lf any) and mcome of the Councll dunng the next succeedlng, .

ﬁnancnal year Whlch shallbe presented 10 the annual general meetmg of the'_‘: AR

Counctl by. the Councﬂ for approval

(2) The ijncll ‘shaﬂ keep proper aceount and reeortf m relatlon'

‘_ eretc- and shaﬂ prepare m fespeet ef each ﬁnanelal year a. statement of S B
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. Councﬂ and the Board

ﬁnancral year, prepared and submit'to the Council two reports thatls to say-

(a) a general report setting out the observatlon and -

recommendauons of the said auditors on the ﬁnanmal affalrs of the Counorl o

and the Board for that year, and on any 1mportant matters Wthh the audltors |

o may consider neeessary to bring to the notice ofthe Board and

(b) a- detalled report contalmng the observatlon and . "

- recommendanons of the audltors on all aspect of the operatxons of 1he_

o

PART III THE REGi STRAR.

7‘ (}) The. Councﬂ shall appomt a fit and proper person 1o the " Appointment and

Reglsirar ofthe Coun(:ll

(2) The Regrstrar appolnted in terms of subsection (1) of this

seetlon shall be head of the adrmmstratlon of the Council and Secretary o

(3) Subject fo the followmg prov1srons of thls subsectron, the\ 7

Councr} may ___ake mies w1th respect to the form and keepmg of the Reglster;

B and makmg of emrres therem and i pa.r{lcular- -

case may be;

Whom any reglstered partlculars related of any change in these particula.rs
(c) authorlzmg 2 reglstered person to haveany quahﬁcamon which

1s n relauon to the releva‘nt d]SClplmB of the professmn adm1mstratron

elther an, approved quzthﬁcat]on or an accepted quahﬁcatlon for the‘

may eIect m subStlmtlon for other quahﬁcatlons $0 reglstered

(d) specrfymg from tlme to tlme the fee mcludmg subscrlptmn to."

be pard to the Councﬂ in respect of the entry ‘of names on the Register
guthorizing the Registrar to refuse to epter aname on the Reglster until the

feespecified forthe entry has been pald, and

(b) prcividirig for notification to the Re'g'is'trar . by the pe'rson to

1&Act reglstereflﬂn reiailon o hrs na;me in addrtion to as he B

dirties of the -

- Repistrar, efe.

(a) the makmg of* apphcatlons for enro]ment or reglstration as the '
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(e) specifying anything failing to be specified under this section, but
rules made for the purposes of paragraph (d) of this subsection shall not come
into force until they are confirmed at a special meeting of the institute, as the
case may be.

(4) The register shall-

(a) correct, in accordance with the Board's directives, any entry in the
Register which the council direct him to correct as being in the Board's opinion
an entry which was incorrectly made;

(b) remove from the Register the name of any Registers person who
has dies; _

(c) record the names of the members of the Council who are in default
in the payment of annual subscriptions, dues or other charges for more than
twelve months, and take such action in relation thereto (including removal of
the names of the defaulters from the Register) as the Board meeting determine
or dirgct; and

(d) make from time to time any necessary alterations in the registered
parttculars ofregistered persons.

(5) Ifthe Registrar-

(a) sends by post to any registered person a letter addressed to him at
his address on the Register enquiring whether the registered particular relating
to him are correct and receives no reply to the letter within the period of six
monthslfrc.ym the date of posting; and

(b) upon the expiration of the period specified in paragraph (a) of this
subscriptioﬁ, send in like manner to thé person in question a second similar
letter and received no reply the letier within three month from the date of
posting it, then the registrar, may remove the particulars relating to the person
in question from the Registel_', and the Council mﬁy djréct tﬁc Registrar to

restore to the appropriate part of the Register any particulars removed there

from under this subsection.
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~ 8.-(1) The Registrar shall-

(a) cause the Register to the printed, published and put on sale to
members of the public not later than two years from the commencement of
this ACT; |

(b) thereafter in each year to cause to be printed, published and put
on sale as aforesaid, a corrected edition of the Register since it was last

printed; and

(c) cause & print of each edition of the Registers and of each list of

correction to be deposited at the principal offices of the institutes, and the
Council shall keep the register and the list so deposited available at all
reasonabletime for mspectlonby members of the Councﬂ

{2) A document purportmg tobe prmt of an edltu)n of the Register

published under and pursuant to this section by autherity of the Registrar, or

document purporting to be p}ints of an edition so printed shall (without

prejudice to any other mode of proof) be admissible in any proceeding as

evidence that any person specified in the document, or the document read

together, as being regisier was so registereci at the date of the edition or of the
list of corrections, as the case may be, and that any person not so specified
was not so registered.

€)) Where in accordance with subsectlon (2) of this section, a
person | is, in any proceedmg}, shown to have been or not to have been
registered at a partlcular date, he shall, unless the contrary is proved, be
taken for the purposes of those proceedings as havmg at all material time
thereaﬁer contmued tobe or: not tobe 50 reglstered

—(1) Sub}ect to all the rules made by the Council pursuant to

scétion 10 (5} of this Act A person shall be ent_ltled to be enrolled as
registered if- | ' _

(a) He passes the qualifying examination for membership
-co'nducte;d b_y the Co;mcil under this Actand com’plete_s the practical training

prescribed; or

Publications of
Registrars and
list of Correction

Regisiration




C 420 Certified Council of Nigeria Dental Nurses and Dental Swrgery Technicians Bill, 2015 2015

Cap. C20 LFN

Approval of
Qualifications,
ete.

i

= L ~ . W ¥, T N U B NG

P e
b = o

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

24

25

26
27
28
29
30

(b) He holds as qualification granted outside Nigeria and for the time
being accepted by the Council and, if the Council so requires, satisfies the
Board that he- had sufficient practical experience as a dental nurse or dental
surgery technician.

{2) Subject to section 16 of this Act and to rules made pursuant to
section 10 (5) of this Act a person shall be entitled to be registered as a dental
Surgeon if'he satisfies the Council that immediately be in the appointed day he
had not less than five years experience as an inspector or internal auditor and
for the affairs of a company as defined under the provisions of the Companies
all Allied Matters Act, |

(3) An applicant for registration shall, in addition to evidence of
qualification, satisfy the Council-

(a) that he is of good character:

{b) the he has attained the age of twenty one years; and

(c) he has not been convicted of a criminal offence involving fraud or
dishonesty in Nigeria or elsewhere.

(4) The Council may in its discretion ];rovisionally accept a
qualification presented in respect of an application for registration under this
section, or direct that the application be renewed within such period as may be
specified in the direction. |

(5) Any entry directed to be made in the Register in terms of
subsection (4) of this section shall indicate that the Registration is provisional,
and no entry made in consequence thereof shall be converted to construed as,
full registration without explicit consent of the council made in writing in that
behalf.

(6) The Council shall from time to time publish in the Federal

Government Gazette particulars of qualification for the time being accepted as

aforesaid. :
10.-(1) The Board inay approve forthe purpose of this Act-

{(a) any course of training at any approved institution for members;
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1 (b) any qualification which, as a result of an examination taken in
2 conjunction with a course of training approved by the Board under this
3 section, is granted to candidates reaching a standard at the examination
4 indicating in the opinion of the membets of the Council that the candidates
3 have sufficient knowledge and skill to practice as dental Nurses and
6 Technicians. |

7 (2) The Board may, if it thinks it fit withdraw any approval given
8 under this section in respact of any course, qualification or institution, but
9 before withdrawing such an approval, the council shail-

10 (a) give notice that it proposes to do so to persons in Nigeria
11 appearing to the Board to be persons in whom the course is conducted orthe
12 qualification is granted or the institution is controlled, as the case may be;

13 (b) afford each such an opportunity of making representations to
14 the Council with regard to the proposal; and

15 (c) take into consideration any representation made as respects the
16 proposal in pursuance of paragraph (b) in this section.

17 (3) Where the approval of the Board under this section for a course,
18 quatification or institution is “withdrawn, the course, qualification or
19 institution shall not prejudice the registration or eligibility for registration of
20 any person who by virtue of the approval was registered for registration
21 immediately before the approval was withdrawn.

22 {4) The giving or withdrawal of an approval under this section shall
23 have effect from such date, either before or after the execution of the
24 instrument signifying the gﬁ'ving or withdrawal of the approval as the board
25 may specify in that instrument, and the Council shall-

26 (a) publisﬁ as scon as possible a copy of every such instrument in
27 the Federal Government Gazette: and

28 (b) not later than-seven days before its pubtication, send a copy of
29 the instrument to the Minister.

L]
]
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11.-{1) It shall be the duty of the members of the Board of the Council
tokeep them infermed of the nature of-

(a) the instructions given af approved institutions to persons attending
approving training; and

(b) the examinations as a result of which approved qualifications are -
granted, and for the purposes performiﬁg that duty the Board of the Council
may appoint, either from among its own members or otherwise, person to visit
approved institutions, or to attend such examination.

(2) It shall be the duty of the visitor appointed in terms of the
foregoing subsection of this sectidn toreportto the Council on-

(a) the sufficiency of the instructions- gi\-fen to persons attending
approved 'coursesrof training at iﬁsti’mﬁons V.isited by him; .‘

' (b) the conduct and adequacy of the examination observed by him; -

and | | |

(c) any other matters relating to the instruction or examinations on
which the Council rﬁay either generally or in particular case, request him to
report, but no visitor shail interfere with fhe giving of :any instruction or the
conduct df an-y examination. |

(3) On receiving a report made in pursuance of this section, the
Council may, if it thinks fit, and shall if so required by tﬁe institution, send a
copy of the report to the person appearing before the Council to be in charge of
the institution or which the Disciplinary Tribunal has cognizance under the
following provisions of this Act respénsible for the examination to which the
report relates requésting that person to make an ob.servation on thereport to the
Council within such periodlas may be épeciﬁed in the request not being less
than one month beginning with the date ofthe request.

PARTIV - PROFEssiONAL DISCIPLINE

12.-(1) There shall be a tribunal to be known as the Certified Council
of Nigéria dental Nurses and Dental Surgery Technicians Disciplinary
Tribunal (in this Act referred to as "the Disciplinary Tribﬁndl“j which shall be
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charged with the duty of considering and determining any case referred to it
by the investigating panel established pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section and any other case of Panel, which the Disciplinary Tribunal has
cognizance under the following provisions of this Act.

(2) The Disciplinary Tribunal shall consist of the Chalrman of the
Board and six other members of the council.

(3) There shall be a body to be known as the Certified Council of
Nigeria Dental Nurses and Dental Surgery technicians Investigating Panel
(in this Act, referred to as "the Investigating Panel"} which shall be charged
with the duty of-

(2) conducting a preliminary im_restigatipn into any case where it is
alleged thata member has misbehaved in his capacity as a Dental Nurse or
Technician or shouid for‘ any other reason be the subject of proceedings
before the Disciplinary Tribunal; and

(b) deciding whether the case should be referred tothe Dlsc1phnary
Tribunal. . . _

(4) The Investigating Panel sﬁall be_appointed by the Board and
shail consist of four members of t:he Board and one who is nota member of
the Council. -

(5) The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shall, so far
as applicable to the Disciplinary Tribunal and Investigating Panel
respectively, have effect with respect 1o the bodies.

(6) The Council may make rules not inconsistent with this Actas in
acts which constitute professional misconduct.

13 -(1)Where- -

(a) a member is judged by the Disciplinary Tribunal to be guilty of
infamous conduct in any professional respect to; or

(b) a membet is cm_wicted, by any court of tribu_nal in Nigeria or
elsewhere having power to imprisonment of an offence or (whether or not

punishment with imprisonment) which in the opinion of the _Di_sciplina_ry

Second
Schedule

Penalties for
Unprofessional
Conduct
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Tribunal is incompatible with the status of a Dental Nurse or Technician; or

(¢) the Disciplinary Tribunal is satisfied that the name of any person
has been fraudulently registered. The Disciplinary Tribunal may, if it thinks fit,
give adirection reprimanding that person or ordering the Registrar to strike his
name off the relevant part of the Register.

(2) The Disciplinary Tribunal may, if it thinks fit, defer its decision as
in subsection (1) of this section until a subsequent meeting of the Disciplinary
Tribunal but-

(2) no decision shall be deferred under this subsection for periods
exceeding two years on the aggregate; and

(b) no person shall be a member of the Disciplinary Tribunal for
purposes of reaching a decision which has been deferred or further deferred,
unless it was present as a member of the Disciplinary Tribunal when the
decision was deferred.

(3) for the pm'pose of subsection (I)(b) of this section, a person shall
not be treated as convicted as therein mentioned unless the conviction stands at
a time when no appeal or further appeal is pending or may (without extension
or time) be brought in connection with the conviction.

(4) when the Disciplinary Tribunal gives a direction under subsection
(1) of this section, the Disciplinary Tribunal may appeal as respondent to the
appeal, and for the purpose of enabling directions to be given as to the costs of
the appeal and of the proceedings before the court of Appeal, the Disciplinary
Tribunal, shall be deemed to be a party whether or not it appears at the hearing
ofthe appeal. |

(5) A decision of the Disciplinary Tribunal under subsection (1) of this
sedtfon, shall take effect where-

(a} no appeal brought under this section is brought against the
direction within the time limited for the appeal on the expiration of that time;

(b) an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out for want of

prosecution on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal;
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I (c) an appeal is brought and not withdrawn or struck out as

2 aforesaid if an~when the appeal is dismissed and shall not take effect except

3 in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this subsection;

4 {6) A person whose name is struck off the Register in pursuance of a

5 direction of the Disciplinary Tribunal under this section shall not be entitled

6 to be enrolled or registered again except in pursuance of a direction under

7 this section for the removal of a person's name from the Register may

8 prohibit an application under this subsection by that person until the

9 expiration of such period from the date of direction (and where he has duly

10 made such an application, from the date of his last application) as may be

11 specified in the direction.

12 PART V - MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

13 14. -(1)the Board may make rules for- Rules as to
Professional

14 (a) the training of members in methods and practice; and Practicing fees

15 (b) the supervision and regulation of the engagement, training and

16 transfer of such persons.

17 (2) The Board may also make rules-

18 (a) prescribing the amount and the due date for payment of the

19 annual subscription, and for such purpose different amount may be

20 prescribed by the rules according to whether the person is enrolled as a

21 fellow, associate member, graduate member, licentiate member or student;

22 (b) prescribing the form and manner to practice to be issued

23 annually or, if the Board thinks it fit, by endorsement on any existing

24 licence; and

25 (c) restricting the right fo practice in default of payment of the

26 amount of annual subscription where the default continues for longer than

27 such period as may be prescribed by the rules. ..

28 (3) Rules when made under this section shall, if the Chairman of

20 the Council so directs, be published in the Federa_l Gove_mment Gaz_ette.,

30
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15.-(1) if any person, for the purpose of procuring the registration of
any name, qualification or other matter- ‘

(a) makes a statement which he beliéves is false in a material
particular, or

(b) recklessly makes a statement which is false in a material
particular, he shall be guilty of an offence.

* (2) If, on or after the relevant date, any person not a member of the

Council practices or holds himself out to practice for or in expectation of

reward or takes or uses any name, title, addition or description shall be guilty of

an offence, provided that, in the case of a person falling within section 14 of this

- Act-

(a) this subsection shall not apply in respect of anything done by him
during the period of three months mentioned in that section; and
(b) if within that period he duly applies for membership of the
Council, then, unless within that period he is notified that his application has
not been approved, this subsection shall not apply in respect of anything dore
by him between the end of that period and the date on which he is enrolled or
registered or is notified as aforesaid.
(3) if the registrar or any other person employed by or on behalf of the
Council wilfiilly makes any falsification in any matter relating to the register,
he shall be guilty of an offence. |
(4) A person gailty of an offence under tﬁis séction shall be liable-
(a). on summaty conviction, to a fine of an amount not exceeding
50,000 Naira;. | bn e '
A (b) oficohviction on indictmerﬁ, to a fame o an amount not e'kceéding
100,000 Naira or to im;ﬁrisonment foraterm not eﬁcceédihg two years or to both

such fine and imprisonment.

" (5) Where an offence under this section is which has been committed

by abody corporats or any pefsdn purporting to an act in any such capacity, he

as well as the body corporate shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence and
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i shall be liable to be prosecuted and punished accordingly.
2 16.-(1} Any regulations made under this Act shall be published in  Regulasions and
3 the Federal Government Gazette as soon as may be after they are made and a e
4 copy of any such regulations shall be sent to the Ministry not later than seven
3 days before they are so published.
6 (2) Rules made for the purposes of this Act shall be subject to
7 confirmation by the Council at its next general meeting or at any specified
8 meeting of the Council convened for that purpose, and if then annulled shall
g cease to have effect on the day after the date of annulment, but without
10 prejudice to anything dong in pursuance or intended pursuance of any such
11 rules. 7
12 ~ 17.Inthisact, unless the context otherwise requires, the following  Interpretation
13 ~ words and expressions have the meanings respectively assigned to them,
14 that is- 7
15 "Council® means the certified Council of Nigeria Dental Nurses and Dental
| 16 Surgery Technicians estabhshedunder section (1) ofthisAct;
17 "Board" means the Board est:abhshed as the governing body of the Council
15 S under section (3) of thisAct;
19 “ "Disciplinary Tribunal” means the Cemﬁcatlon Councnl of ngeria Dental
20 Nurses and Dental Surgery Technicians Disciplinary Tribunal under section
2 12(1)of this Act; ' - '
22 "fees“ includes annual subscnptlon U _
23 "investigation panel" means the Certified Council olegerla Dental Nurses
24 and Dental Surgery Technicians mvesﬂgaﬁng pane} established under
25 section 12 (3) of this Act; _
26 "Mmistry“ means the Mmlstry charged wn:h the responsxblhty for matters
27 relating to health __
28 "President and Vice prestdent" neans respectwely the ofﬁce under those

29 namesinthe institute; and

30
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“Register" means the register maintained in pursuance of section § ofthis Act,

I8. This Bill may be cited as the certified Council of Nigeria Dental
Nurses and Dental Surgery Technicians Bill, 2015.

SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE
Section 5 (3)
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL
- Qualifications and terare of members

(1) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, a member of the
Council shall hold office for a period of two years beginning from the date of
his appointment or election.

. (2) Any ntember of the Council who ceases to be a member thereof
shall, ifhe is also a member of the Beard, cease to hold office on the Board.,

(3) Any elected member may by notice in writing under his hand
addressed to the Chairman resign his office, and any appointed member may,
likewiseresign his appointment. ¢,

(4) A person who retires from, or otherwise ceases to be an elected
member of the Board shall be cligible again to become a member of the Board,
and any appointed miember may be reappointed.

~ {5) Members of the Council shall at a meeting next before the annual
general meeting of the Board arrange - for five members of the Council
apinointed or elected, and iongest in. office to ir'etire at fhat anmual general
meeting:
Provided that if any of the members listed therein is the Chairman of the Board,
he shall remain amember ofthe Council. -

- (6) Elections to the Board shall be held in such manner as may be
prescribed by ruies made by the Council, and until so prescribed they shall be
decided a secret balloting process.

(7) If for any reason there is a vacation of. office by amember and-

(@) such a member was appointed by the Minister or any body
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corporate, the Minister or any such body corporate shall appoint another fit
person to occupy the office in which the vacancy cocurs; or
(b) such member was elected, the board may, if the period between

the unexpired portion of the tenure of office and the next general meeting of

. the Council appears to warrant the prompt filling of the vacancy, co-opt

some fit persons for such period as aforesaid.
Powers of Board

1. The Board shall have powers to do anything which in its opinion

is calculated to facilitate the carrying on the activities of the council.
Proceedings of the Board

2. (1) subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board may, in the
name of the Council make standing orders regulating the proceedings of the
Councilor the Board, and in the exercise of its powers under this Act, may set
up committees in the general interest of the Council, and make standing
orders therefore.

(2} Standing orders shall provide for decision to be taken by a
majority of the members, and, in the event of equality of votes, for the
Chairman, or as the case may be, to have a second or casting vote.

_ (3) Standing orders made for a committee shall pro:vide that the
committee report back to the Council on any ‘matter not within its
competence to be decided upon.:

(4) The quorum of the Board shall be nine, and the quorum ofa
committee of the Council shall be as fixed by the Board. .

. Meeting of the Council

5.-(1) The Board shall convene the annual general meeting of the
Council on a .day as the Board may from time to time appoint in any
particular year, so however tﬁat if the meeting is not held within one year

after the previous annual general meeting, not more than fifteen months

_shall elapse between the respective dates of the two meetings. .

(2) A special meeting ofthe Council may be convened by the Board

&
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at any time, and if not less than thirty members of the Council require it by
nofice in writing addresses to the Registrar of the Council setting out the
objects of the proposed meeting, the Chairman of the Board shall convene a
special meeting of the Council.
(3) The quorum of any general meeting of the Council shall be fifteen
members and that of any special meeting shall be twenty five members,
Meetz'ng‘of the Board

6.-(1) Subject to the provisions of any standing orders of the Council,

the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by the Chairman, and if the

Chairman is required to do so by notice in writing given to him by not less than
seven other members, he shall summon a meeting of the Board to be held
within seven days from the day from which the notice is given.

' {2) At any meeting of the Council, the Chairman or in his absence the
Deputy Chairman shall preside but if both are absent the members at the
mecting shall appoint one of their numbers to preside at the meeting,

(3) Where the Board desires to obtain advice of any persomn on a
particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as a member for such pericd as the
Board thinks fit, but & person who is a member by virtue of the provisions of
this subparagraph shall not be entitied to vote at any meeting of the Board and
shallnot count towards a quorum.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this
paragraph, the first meeting of the Board shall be summoned by the Minister,
who may give such directions as he,ﬁ;inks fitas to the procedure which shall be
followed at the meeting. ' ‘ |
Committees

7.-(1) The Board may appoint one or more committees to carry ouf on
behalf of the Councilor the Board, such functions as the Board may determine.

(2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the
number of persons determined by the Board, and a person other than a member

of thie Board shall hold office on the commitice in accordance with the terms of
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1 the instrament by which he is appointed.

2 (3) Any recommendation of a committee of the Council shall be of
3 no effect until it is approved by the Board.

4 Miscellaneous Provisions.

5 8.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Council shall be authenticated by
6 the signature of the Chairman or of any other member of the Board
7 authorized generally by the Council to act for that purpose.

8 (2) Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a
9 person not beihg a body corporate would not be required to be under seal,
10 may be made or executed on behalf of the Councilor Board as the case.may
1 1 require, by any person generally or specially authorized to act for that
12 purpose by the Board.

13 (3) Any document purporting to be a document duly execufcedw
14 under the seal of the Council shall be received in evidence and shall ﬁnless
15 the contrary is provedto be'deémed tobe so executed.

16 9, The validity of any proceedings of the Councilor Board or of a
17 committee of the Council shail not be affected by any vacancy in
18  membership, or of any defect in the appointment éf 2 member of the
19 . Councilor Board orof a pefsoh to serve on the corhmitfee, orby reason thata
20 personnotentitledto deso took part in the ﬁf_oceedings. '

21 10. A persoﬁ shall not by reason dnly of his membership of the
22 Council be required to djsclo.s.e aﬁy 'interést relatihg solely to audit the
23 accounts of the Council. - |

24 . A SECONi) SCHEDULE.

25 - o : ' Section 12 (5)
26 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING To THE DISCIPLINARY

v _ TRIBUNAL AND INVESTIGATING PANEL a

28 | " The Tribunal

26 1. The quorum of the Tribunal shall be three of whom at least two

30 shall be professional practitioners.
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2, -(1) The chief Justice of Nigeria shall niake rules as the selection of
members of the Tribunal for the purposes of any proceedings and as to the
procedure to be followed and the rules of evidence to be observed in
proceedings before the Tribunal.

(2) The rules shall in particular provide-

(@) for securing that notice of proceedings shall be given at such time

and at such manner as may be specified by the rules to the person who is the

_ sﬁbj ectofthe proceeding.

(b)for determining who in addition to the aforesaid, shall be a party to
the proceedings: &
- {c) for securing that aﬂy_ party to the proceedings shall, if he so
requires, be entitled to be heard by the Tribunal; .
(d) for enabling any party to the proceedings to be presented by a legal
practitionet;

() subject to the provisions of section 16 (5) of this Act, as to the costs

_of proceedings before the Tribunal;

(f) for requiring, in a case where it is alleged that the person who is
sﬁbject of the proceedings is guilty of infamous conduct in any professional
respe(;t, that where the Tribu_ﬁal adjudges that the allegation has not been
proved it shall record a ﬁndi#g that the person is not guilty of such conduct in
respect of the matters to which the allegation related; and

- ‘ _(g) 7 for publishing in the media, noticé(_s) of any direction of the
Tribunal, which has taken effect providing that aperson's namé shall be struck
offaRegister.

3. For the purposes of any proceedings before the Tribunal; any

_ member of the Tribunal may administer oaths and any party to the proceedings

may sue through the Supreme Court writs of subpoena ad testicandum and
ducesdecum, butno person appearing before the Tribunal shall be compelled- -
(a) to make any statement before the Tribunal tending to incriminate

himself:
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1 (b) to produce any statement under such a writ which he could not
2 be compelled to produce before it, there shall in all such proceedings be an
3 assessor to the Tribunal who shall be appointed by the Council on the
4 nom _ination (Sf the Chief Justice of Nigeria and shall be a legal practitioner of
5 not less than seven years standing.

6 (2) The chief Justice of Nigeria'shall make rules as to the functions
7 of assessors appointed under this paragraph, and in particular such rules
3 contain provisions for securing- '

9 (a) that where an assessor advises the Tribunal on any question of
10 law as to evidence, procedure or any matters specified in the rules, he shall
11 do so in the presence of every party or person presenting a party to the
12 proceedings who appears fhereat or, if the advice is tendered while the
13 tribunal is deliberating in private;

14 (b) that every such party or person as aforesaid shall be informed if
15 in any case the tribunal does not accept the advice of the assessor on such é
16 = questionas aforesaid. ‘

17 (3) An assessor may be appointed under this paragraph either
18 generally or for any particular proceedings or class of proceedings, and shall
19 hold and vacate office in accordance with the terms of the instrument by
20 which he is appointed,

21 The Panel

22 5. The quorum of the pailel shalibe two.

23 6. -(1) The panel may, at any sitting of the panel attended by all
24 members of the panel, make staﬁding orders with respect to the panel.

25 {2) Sﬁbject to the provisions of any such standing orders, the panel
26 may regulate its own pfocedm‘e.

27 Miscellaneous

28 7.-{(1) A person ceasing to be a member of the Tribunal or the panel
29 shall be eligible for reappointment as a member of that body

30 (2) A person may, if otherwise, eligible, be a member of both the
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Tribunal and the ﬁanel, but ne person who acted as a member of the panel with
respecttoany caseshallactasa member ofthe tribunal with respect to that case

8. The Tribunal or the panel may act notwithstanding any vacancy in
its 1';1embership, and the proceedings of either body shall not be invalidated by
any irregularity in the appointment of a member of that, or (subject to
paragraph 7 (2) of this schedule) by reason of'the fact that any person who was
not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings of that body.

9. Any decument authorized or required by virtue of this Act to be
served on the Tribuna!l or the panel shall be served on the Registrar appointed in
pursuance of section 10 of this Act.

16. Any expenses of the Tribunal or the panel shall be defrayed by the
Council. _

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide for the eﬁtablishment of ‘the Certified Council of
Nigeria Dental Nurses and Dental Surgery Technicians to provide for the
control 6f its membership and to promote and foster the practice of Dental

Nurses and Dental Surgery Technicians in the Federation.



