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FOR

AN ACT TOo AMEND THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMMISSION ACT,

Capr N11, Laws OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2010 TO STRENGTHEN
THE COMMISSION AND MAKE 1T MORE EFFECTIVE FOR Tili: COMMISSION
TO REGULATE BROAIXCASTING INNIGERIA AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Odebunmi Olusegun
[ |

BE IT ENACTED by the Nationa! Assembly of the [ederal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1. Inthis Bill, the National Broadcasting Commission Act, Cap N
11, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2010 is hereby referred to as the
Principal Actand is amended as foilows: |

2. Section 1 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by adding a
new Section 1A and B to the existing Section | of the Principal Act and it
shallread as follows:

"TA OBJIECTIVES OF THEACT

The Objective of the Act is to provideé balanced and appropriate
regulatory and institutional framework for the Nigeria broadcasting
industry to: _

{a} Contribute to democracy, nation building development of
society, gender equality, protection of the vulnerabte, provision of education
and strengthening the spiritual and moval fiber of the society;

(b) Safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political, social

" and economic fabrics of Nigeria;

(c) Ensure plurality of awnership, news, views, information and
facilitate collective provisions of a wide range of entertainment and
education programs;

(d) Promote provisions of a broad range of services and
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specifically for the programming needs in vespect of children women, the
youth, disadvantaged and the disabled;

(¢) Encourage the development of human resources through training,
and capacity building within the broadcasting sector especially amongst
disadvantaged groups; ‘

(f) Enceurage investments and promote diversity in the control of
broadcasting services;

(2) Promote fair competition in the broadcasting sector;

(h) Ensure efficient use of the broadeasting frequency speetrum;

(i) Provide a clear allocation of roles and assignment of tasks between
policy formulation, regulation and service provision as well as articulation of
long and intermediate-term goals;

(i) Provide for a three tier system of public, commercial (free to air
and subscription) and community broadcasting services;

(k) Establish a strong and committed public broadcasting service
which will serve the needs of the Nigerian Society

(1) Integrate multi-channel distribution system into the broadcasting
framewaork;

(m) Promote research, innovation and the development of new
technologies in the provision of broadcasting services;

(n) Encourage providers of commercial and community broadcasting
services to be responsive to the need for a fair and accurate coverage of mateers
of public interest and for an appropriate coverage of matiers of local
significance;

(0} Ensure that licensees comply with internationally accepted
technical standards applicable in Nigeria; _

(p) Ensure the provision of quality services by service providers to the
Consumer; -

(q) Ensure fairness in service delivery of broadcast service to

consumers;
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including:

(r) Regulate and provide Digital Broadcasting in Nigeria in line
with the international Telecommunication Union (ITU) Agreerment referred
toas 'Regional Agreement GEOG 2006’ .

1B SCOPE OF TP;EAC'I‘

~ This Act.applies_ tothe-

(a) Establishmentand operation of broadcasting systems;

(b) Provisionof broaclcastiﬁg services;

(c) Use of broadcasting frequencies and equipment in line with
digital broadcasting and |

(d) regulation of other digital based issues such as online news
offered by online media services providerse.t.c”

3. Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by totally  Amendment of

: Section 2 ol the

deleting the existing section 2 by replacing it or substituting it with a new  Principal Act
Section 2 and 2 which shall read as follows:

"2 FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

¢1) The Functicns of the Commissicn shall be to-

(a) Advice the Federal Government generally on the
implementation of the National Mass Communication Policy, with

particular reference to broadcasting;

{b) Ensure that regulatory contro! is applied across the range of
broadcasting services according to the degree of influence that different

types of broadcasting services are able (o exert in shaping community views

in Nigeria;
(¢) Receive, process and consider applications for the i

establishment, ownership and operation of radio and television stations

B e ot iR

(i) Cable Television Services, Direct Satellite Broadcast, Direct-
To-Home(DTH), IPTV, [P Radio, EPG and Digital Terrestrial Television :

(ii) Broadcast and Digital Signal Distribution;

(iii) Online news; and




{2938

National Broadcasting Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2018 2018

—

B B L ”. I ~ S VL T %]

10
11
12

14
15
16
17

19
20
21
2
23
24
25
26

28
29
30

(iv) Any other medium of broadcasting;

(d) recommending applications through the Minister to the President,
for the grant of radio and television licenses;

() Regulating and controiling the broadcasting industry;

() conducting rescarch and development in the broadcasting
industry;

(g} receive consider and investigate complaints from members of the
public regarding the content of broadcast and the conduct of a broadcasting
station;

(h) reguiate ethical standards and technical excellence in the
provision of broadcasting services, and for that purpose enforce a Code of
Conduct in conjunction with operators in the broadcast industry;

(i) allocate and regulate the use of broadcast frequencies in
conformity with policies, treaties, protocols or conventions to which Nigeria is
asignatory;

(i) set minimum standards for broadcast equipment in the
broadcasting industry;

(k) provide guidelines on tariffs chargeable for the provision of
broadcast services;

(1} promote Nigeria's indigenous cultures, morals and community life
through broadcasting;

(m) promote authenticated radio and television audience
measurements and penetration;

(n}initiate and harmonies Government Policies on trans-border direct
transmission and reception in Nigeria,

{0} ensure high quality manpower development in broadcasting
Industry by accrediting curricular and programs for all tertiary Institutions that
offers mass communication in relation to broadcasting;

{p) monitor broadcasting for hartmful emissions, interference and

illegal broad casting;
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{q) approve the transmitter power, the location of stations, areas of
coverage as well as regulate types of broadcast equipment used;

(r) regulate digital based broadcasting such as online news and
digital terrestrial television e.t.c;

(s) publish newsletters and broadcast journals, organize
conferences, workshops and seminar and prepare information programs, for
the purpose of raising public awareness about the broadcast industry;

(t) serve as advisor to the Federal Government of Nigeria on any
Policy or regulatory issue on the broadcast industry;

(u) intervening and mediating in broadcasting industry;

{v) ensuring strict adherence to the national law, rules and
regulations relating to the participation of foreign capital in relation to local
capital in broadeasting; and

{w) guarantecing and ensuring the liberty and protection of the
broadeasting industry with due respect to the law.

(2) The Cominission shall ensure the-

(a) optimal use of the broadcast spectrum;

(b) availabitity throughout Nigeria of a wide range of broadcast
services;

(c) application, in the case of broadcast services, of standards that
provide adequate protection to members of the public from the inclusion of
offensive and harmful materials in such services;

{d) uphold the principles of equity and fairness in broadcasting;

(e) ensure that broadcasting services are operated in a manner that-

(i) Promote public interest in a cost effective manner;

(i) Readily accommodates changes in technology; and

(iiiy Encourages the development of broadcasting technologies and
the provision of services made practicable and affordable by those
technologies; .

(f) regulate ethical standards and technical excellence in public,
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i privateand commercialand comm-unily bmadcést stations in Ni geria to further
2 the interest of- _

3 i citize_:ns inrelation to communication matters; and —

4 {(ii) consumers in relevant markets, w.here' appropriate by promoting
5 competition; ‘ '

6 _ (g) universalize access to broadcasting in Nigeria; .

7 {(h) maintain capacity for innovation and currency in broadcasting
8 practice and technology;

9 (i) promote and project Nigeria's domestic and foreign policies
10 internationally; V

11 (J) enhance national capacity for producing high quality broadcast
12 programs in Nigeria; |

13 (k) support the growth and development of; broadband and multi-
14 mediaplatforms and promote digitization of the Broadcast industry;

i5 (1} establish and disseminate a National Broadcasting Code and sct
16  standards with regards to the content and quality of materials for broadcast;

17 (m) propose and effect modification to license where appropriate in
18 accordance with the provisions of this Act;

19 (n) determine and apply sanctions (including, where justified in the
20  public interest), revocation of licenses of defaulting stations [following
21 findings of repeatedly material non-compliance with this Act, there license
22 condition or applicable provisions of the NBC CODE which do not operate in
23 accordance with the broadceast code and in public interest.

24 (0} Carry outsuch other activities as arc necessary or expedient for the
25 full discharge of all or an.y‘of the functions conferred on i, under or pursuant to
26 thisAct. .

27 (3) The Commission shall take such steps and enter such
28  arrangements, as appear to it fo encourage the protection of children with
29  disabilities, the elderly, disadvantaged and those on low incomes.
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t 2A  POWERS OF THE COMMISSION

2 {1) The Commission shall have the following responsibilities

3 pursuant to this Act-

4 (a) the formulation of policies, monitoring of the broadcast sector,

3 issue directions of a general character and matters of broad national policy

6 consistent with the objects of national security and economic development;

7 (b) the negotiation and exccution of international broadcasting

8 treaties and agreements, on behalf of Nigeria, between Sovereign Countries

S and International Organizations and bodies; and _

10 {c) the representation of Nigeria at proccedings of international

i1 organizations on matters relating to broadcasting, |

12 {d) With the approval of the relevant committees of the National

13 Assembly to where it deems necessary, provide broadcast grant to broadcast

14 companies especially for the purpose of promoting digital broadcast”

] 4. Section 5 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by deleting  Amendment of

Section 5 of the

16 entirely the existing subsection 7 and 8 thereof and replacing them as  Principal Act

17 follows:

18 "7 The Comimission shall appeint a Secretary who shall be a Legal !

19 Adviser of the Commission who shall be a Legal Practitioner, called to the

20 Nigerian Bar for at least fifteen years post call experience and shall keep

21 records, conduct correspondence of the Commission and perform such

22 other duties and functions as the Commission or Director-General ma)-/ from

23 time to time direct.

24 8 the Commission shall from tinte'to time, appoin such other staff

25 as it may deem necessary, upon such terms as it may determine, to assist the

26 Commission in the performance of its functions under this Bill".

27 : 5, Section 9 of the Pr'incipﬂ]'/\ét is hereby amended by deleting  Amendment of
) ‘ Seclion 9 of the

28 entirely the existing/ subsisting section 9 thereof and replacing/substituting  Principal Act

29 itwith anew section 9and 9A as fo]lowsf
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1 "9 POWER TO GRANT LICENSES, PERMITS OR AUTHORIZATION

2 (1) A person shall operate or use any apparatus or premises for'the
3 transmission of sound or vision by cable, television, radio, satellite or any other
4  medium of broadeast from anywhere in Nigeria except under and in
5 accordance with the provisions ofthis Act.

-~ 6 (2) The Commission shall receive, consider and process applications
7 for the grant or renewal of a broadcasting license, permit or authorization
8 subject to the provisions of this Act. _

9 (3) Where an application for the grant of a license for radio and
10 television station satisfies the conditions stipulated by the Commission for .
11 such grant, the Commission shall recommend the application to the President
12 forapproval though the Minister.

13 {4) The grant of a license shall be personal and the license shall not be
14 operated by, assigned, sub-licensed or transfcrl.'ed to any other arty uiless with
{5 theprior writien approval of the Commission

16 (5) Alicensee shall atall times comply with the term and conditions of
17 its license and the provisions of this Actand any subsidiary legistation

I8 (6) Any person who acts in breach of subsection(1) of this section
19 commits an offence and is liable on conviction to:

20 (a) A fine of not less that the fee for the relevant license;

21 (b} Imprisonment fora term notexceeding one year;

22 ' (¢) Both such fine and imprisonment; and

23 (d) Forfeiture to the Commission of the property, facilities,
24 installations and equipment uscd for the provision and operation of the -
25  unlicensedservice

26 (7) Any Broadcast Station transmitting in Nigeria pursuant to the
27  grant of license by the Commission or deemed granted license under this Bill,
78  shall not be refused renewal of license or prohibited from broadcasting,:
29 including self provision of broadcasting signal distribution from its existing
30

broadcasting service, unless such license has been used in a manner that is
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manifestly detrimental to national interest as demonstrated findings of
material non-compliace by the licensee with its license conditions or
applicable provisions of the ACT.

(8) Further to subsection 7 of this section, a licensee who has an
existing infrastructure and record of compliance with the terms of his license
shall not have his license revoked or renewal refused merely because of
change of technology, changé ol policy that necessitates the upgrade of the
saidlicense".

(9) Any broadcasting licensee which was licensed to provide a
digital terrestrial broadcasting service shall be prior to the enactment of this
Act shall be entilled to continue to provide both broadcasting {content)
service and self provision of breadcasting signal distribution service for its
digital terrestrial television service using such frequency spectrum that was
assigned to such licencec for that purpose.

9A CLASSIFICATION OF LICENCES

"(1) The Commission shall, on such terms and conditions as may in
any case determine, issue an applicant with any of the following catcgories
oflicenses-

(2) Broadcast Service License which includes television, radio and
mobile broadeasting license; with the authority t produce contents;

(b) Signal Distribution Licensc with the authority to pravide the
transmission platform for broadcasters;

(¢) Frequency spectrum license; and

{d) Any other license as may be determined by the Commission.

(2) A Broadcasting License granted under this section shall specif‘y
the targeted coverage area within the following frameworlk-

(a) Community Broadcasters for the projection of the cultural
agpirations of'a com munity;

(b) City Broadcasters [or a coverage target within a delined City

Boundary;
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I (¢} State Broadcasters granted for a coverage target within a defined
2 State Boundary,

3 (d) Regional Broadcasters for a coverage target within a defined
4 region or geographical political zone; and

5 (ej National Broadcasters for a coverage larget within the
6 geographical boundary of Nigeria.

7 (3) The Broadcast License and the signa! distribution license shall be
3 valid for ten renewable years,

9 (4) Subject to the provisions of this Bill, Broadcasting Service
10 Licenses shall be categorized into the following-

11 {a) Terrestrial Broadeast: Free-to-Air{Audioand Videoj;

12 (b) Sateilite Broadcast: Free-to-Air (Audio and Video);

13 (c) Terrestrial Broadcast: Subscription (Audio and Video);

14 (d) Satellite Broadcast: Subscription DSB (Audio and Video);

15 (e) Satellite Broadcast: Subscription DTH (Audio and Video);

16 (f) Digital Terrestrial Television,;

17 {g) Cable Television Subscription;

18 {(h) Community (Radio and Television);

19 (i) Networking (Radio and Television);

20 (J) Signal Distribution including Digital Signal Distribution;

21 (k) Mobile (DVB-H);

22 (DHIPTV;

23 (m) IP Radio;

24 (0} EPG;

25 (0) Online news related licenses;

26 {p) Any other class of licenses as may be determined from time to
27 time, by the Commission. .

28 {5) The Commission may, add, remove or amend the classes of
29 licenses listed under subsection (3) of this Section subject to the approval by
30 the National Assembly™. l
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6. Section 11 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by inserting
the words "or signal distribution" immediately after “cable or satellite
station™ in line 2 of the section and it shallread as follows:

"[1. A request by a person for authority to own, establish and
operate a radio, sound, television, cable, satellite station or signal
distribution network shall be by way ofapplication for a license addressed to
the Director-General of the Commission and in the form prescribed by the
Commission, from time to time."

%7, Section 12 of the Principal Act is hercby amended by adding or
inserting five new sections known as sections 124,12B,12C,12D,12E
immediately after the existing section 12 and before the existing section 13
thereofand itshall read as follows.

"12A REQUEST FOR GRANT OF LICENCE

(1) The Commission shail, in consideration of an application for
the grant of a licence, be satisfied from all the evidence and information
supplied that the Applicant-

(a) Is a body corporate, registered under the Company and Allied
Matiers Act, whose majority of shares are owned by the citizens of Nigeria;

(b) Can comply with the objectives of the National Mass
Communication Policy as is applicable to the broadeast media; and

(c) Can give an undertaking that the licence shall be used to
promote national interest, unity and cohesion, and that it shall be used to
offend the religious sensibility or promote ethnicity, sectionalism, hatred
and disaffection among the people of Nigeria.

(2) The grant of a licence by the Com mission undet this Act shall be
subject to availability of broadcast frequencies. |

(3) Compliance with the requirements specificd in subscction (13
of this section shall not entitle an applicant to the grant of a license but the
grant of a licence by the Commission shall not be unreasonably withheld.

{4) In determining the grant of a licence, the Commission shall

Amendment of
Section 11 ol the
Principat Acl

Amendment of
Section 12 of the
Principal Act
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consider the following:

{(a) Thestructure of sharcholding in the broadcasting organization;

() The number of shareholding in other media establishments; and

(¢) The distribution of those stations and establishments as between
urbar, rural, commercial or other categorization.

(5) Itshall be illegal for any person to have controlling shares ity more
than one signa! Distribution Company in Nigeria.

12B COMMUNITY BROADCASTING LICENCE

(1) The Commission shall receive, consider and process applications
for the grant or renewal of a Community Broadcasting License, subject to the
provisions ofthis Act,

(2) In considering any application for a community broadcasting
license, the Commission shall, with due regard to the objeets of this Act, take
into account whether- .

(a) The applicant proposes (o serve the interest of the relevant
community; and '

(b) As regards the provisions of the proposed broadcasting service,
the applicant has the support of the relevant community or of those associated
with or promoting the interest of such community, which stipport shall be
measured according to such criteria, as may be deterniined from time to time by
the Commission. .

" (3) An BEducational Institution may be granted licence under this
section provided that it is able to satisfy the Commission that:

(a) There is sufficient guarantee by the institution's authority as to the
ability ofthe institution to putthe broadcast service to good to good use; and

(b) The institution has a reasonable track record of peace and orderly
conduct,

(4) In granting a Community Broadcastin g Licence under this Act, the
applicant shall in addition to the provisions of "this section, satisfy the

conditions stipulated in the Nigerian Broadcasting Code and any other
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regulation made pursuant to this Act, from time to time,

12C PERSONS DISQUALIFIED FROM THE GRANT OF LICENCE
xcept for the purposes of direct broadeast satellite (DRS) service, the
Commission shall not grant a broadcast license to a rel igious organization or
a political party, .

12D APPLICATION PROCEDURE IN RELATION TO LICENCES

{1) The Commission shall from time to time determine and cause to
be published a regulation on its licensing procedure, specifying, amongst
others, the persons . classes of persons who are eIi.gi.ble to apply for
licenses.

(2) Subject to subsection (1) of this section, the Commission shall
from time to time determine and publish its licensing procedure which may
jnclude but shall not be limited to auction, selection processes, public tender
invitation or compelitive bidding precesses. _

[2E ENTITLEMENTS AND CONDITIONS I’EIR'I'.B\!NING LICENCES

{1) The Cominission, in granting any broadcast license under this
Act, may impose such terms, conditions and obligations appropriate to such
license and consistent with the objectives of this Bill. as it deems fit,

{2) Any' term, conditién or obligation imposed pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section shall be specified in the license to which it
pertéins.

' (3)Alicensee shall Liée the frequency and the station as specified in
the license for the purpose of p.roviding Lhe breadcasting service to which
the liéenserelales. | | -

(4) For the purpose of subsection (1) of this section, station shall
mean any separate radio or television receiving or transmitting, or wired
distribution apparatus or any combination thereof, including any accessory,
equipment and related premises.

(5)A lic.ens'ee shall commence operations of the service to which a

license relates within the period stipulated in this Bill failing which the
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license shall elapse”,

8. Section 13 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by adding or
inserting the following new sections 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D, 13E and 13F after
the existing Section 13 and before the existing section 14 and it shall read as
follows:

"3A RENEWAL OF LICENCE

(1) An application for thé renewal of broadcasting licence shall be
made to the Commission by the broadcasting Licensee not later than six
months prior to the expiration of the license.

{2) The Commission may refuse an application for the renewal of a
broadcasting license where the-

(a) Licensee has failed to materially comply with the license
conditions or the provisions of this Act/Bill, Nigeria Broadcasting
Commission Code or any regulation during the term of the existing license; and

(b) Commission has by notice drawn the licensee's attention to the
infringement thereof and has exercised its power ofsanctions over the licensee
on three or more occasions.

(3) In considering the application for the renewal of a license, the
Commission shall review the past conduct of the licensece.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, a license shall not
be renewed where application for renewal has been made later than six months
period stipulated in subsection (1) of this section, unless the licensee pays to the
Commission, in addition to the prescribed licence fee, a penalty as may be
determined by the Commission, for each week during which the default
continued.

[3B  FAILURETO RENEW LICENCE

(1) Where a licensee fails, neglects or refuses to renew the license
within a period stated under section 13A above, the License stands revoked and
shali be returned to the nearest office of the Commission.

(2) Where a license has expired or has been revoked, it shall be the
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duty ofthe person to whom the license was issued and of every other person
in whose possession or under whose control the license may be, to cause the
license to be surrendered to the Commission, and any person who without
reasonable excuse fails or refuses to comply with these provisions and shall
be guilty of an offence and liable upon conviction to a fine or five million
naira,

13C VARIATION OF LICENCE

(1) The Commission shall, subject to the provisions of this section,
have the powers to vary in writing the conditions ofa license.

(2)Alicense .ay be varied by the Commission where:

(a) Thevariz = wiil not cause substantial prejudice to the licensee
or;

(b) The variation is required to ensure compliance with any
applicable bilateral, multilateral or international agreements convention
relating to broadcasting to which Nigeria is a signatory;

(¢) Ensure compliance by the licensee with such terms, conditions
and obligations that the Commission may be applying to all licenses issued
inthe same category;

(dl) To bring the licensing in tune with international standards or to
meet the exigency of the society.

(3) The Commission may hold a hearing with a view to making a
decision regarding the variation of a license in terms of subsection 2(a) or
(c)ofthis section.

(4) Variation of a license shall be made or eﬂ’eéted by a Regulation

of the Commission duly enacted in compliance with the provisions of this

Bill,

13D LICENCES EXISTING PRIOR TO THE AC'T
As from the commencement of this Bill/Act, and subject to the provisions
relating to variation of licenses above, any person who immediately before

the coming to effect of this Bill provides broadcasting service under a
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license validly issued in terms of the provisions of any law in force atthe time,
in this Bill referred Lo existing license, shall be deemed to be the holder of'a
broadeast license contemplated, granted and issued in terms of this Bill, for the
remaining term of that license, on no less favourable terms permiting the
licensees to provide all such service and conduct ali such activities as were
provided under the existing license.

13 LICENCES: BOOKS AND RECORDS .1.C.

(1) A broadeasting licensee shall keep such particulars, documents,
recotds, books and statistics relating to its broadcasting activities as listed in
ihe 3rd Schedule to this Bill and as may by regulation be prescribed by the
Commission, from timeto time.

(2) The Commission may by Notice in writing direct & licensee to
produce to the Commission, at a time and place specified in the notice, such
documents, accounts, estimates, returns and other records and information as
may be specified in such notice and relating to any matter in respect of which a
duty or obligation is imposed on the licensee in terms of this Bili or
Regulations, or by the relevant licence, and it shall be the duty of the licensee to
comply accordingly.

131 CEASEAND DESIST ORDER
Wherealicensee breaches the provisions of this Bill, Broadcasting Cede or,
any Regulation, the Commission may issue an arder directing the licensee to
cease and desist from any further breach or non-compliance”.

9. Section 14 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in sub-section
2(a)by removing the word "Federal" from the section and further amended by
introducing new lines (1) and (ii} fo the subsection 2a toread as follows:

"(a)such percentage of fee and levy Lo be by the Commission on the

Annual income of licensed broadcasting stations owned, established or

operated by private individual(s), State and Local Governments:

(i) Ten {10%) of such fund shall be transferred to a special account

created by the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) for the purpose of



2018

National Broadcasting Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2018

C 2951

]

financing capital ]rSt'o_iects and upgrade of studio equipment.

(i) Ten (10%) of such funds shall be transterred to a special
account created by the Federal Radio Corporation (FRCN) for the purpose
of financing capital projects and upgrade of studio equipment”

10. Section 19 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by-adding or
mserting the following new sections 194, 198, 19C, IQD, 19E, 19T, 19G,
19H, 194, 19J, 19K, 19L, 19M, 19N, 190, 19, 19Q, I9R, 19S and 19T
between the existing section 19 and immc;dialc_ly preceding the }existihg
section 20 of the Principal Actand it shall read as follows:

"19A COMPETITION

(1) The Commission shall monitor and enforce compliance with
the provisions of this Act to identily instances where t‘hé commission
considers any practice or arrangement by lcensce to substantially lessen olr
impair fair and effective competition a.s it refates to the Nigeria Broadacsting
fiedustey, | |

198 LiMITATION ON CROSSMEDIA CONTROL OF PRIVATE
BROADCASTING - o |

(1) Cross-media control-of private broadcasting_serviccs shall be
subject to such limitations as may, from time to Lime_, be determined by the
Commission o ensure fair and effective competition in the bmadéasting
indusiry, |

{2) Any persen who controls a newspﬂapez“ including internet or
online publication, may not acquire or refain financial control in more than
one of radio or television broadcasting ser#ice atany onetime,

(3) For the purpose of excrcising‘lhe pn-wcrs in pursuant to
subsection (1) of this Section, the Commi‘ssion shall as soon as mﬁy be
reasonably practicable afler the commencement 6'1’ this Bill, coi\duct an
inquiry in accordance with the provisions of scctions 19E of tl)ius Bill and
shall in doing so have regard, inter alia, to the following, that is:

(a) The various categories of newspapers, according to frequency

Amendment ol
Section 19 of the
Principal Act
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of publication, geographical extent of circulation and circulation figures as
well as any matter relevant to the existing and future control of any such
newspaper; and

(b) The maximum percentage of financial or voting interest which
may be held by any one or more private broadeasting licensee who controls one
O more newspapers o group of newspapers;

19C CONSUMER PROTECTIONAND QUALITY OF SERVICE

(1) All Licenseesshall:

(a) Meet such minimum standards of qual ity of service as the
Commission may from time to time specify;

(b) Adequately address consumer complaints;

(¢) Remedy, redress and compensate consumers in respect of matters
that form the subject matter of such complaints or disputes; and

(d) Provide information about service standards, rights of consumers,
the handling of consumer complaints and dispute resolution procedure.

(2) The Commission shall establish and maintain a Consumer Panel
with the function of advising the Commission on how to secure and protect the
interests of consumers with particular reference to-

(a) Persons living in rural areas;

(b) Persons living in urban areas;

(¢) Persons engaged in small businessos; and

(d) Under aged, elderly persons, disadvantaged persons, persons with
low incomes and persons with disabilities.

(3) The Panel shall hold regular forums from time to time address
such matters regarding-

(a) The resolution of disputes between the consumers and the persons

who provide such services or make such facilities available, or who are

" suppliers of such apparatus or;

(b) Any other matter appearing to the Panel to be necessary for

securing effective protection for persons who are consumers in the markets for
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any such services, facilities, apparatus or directories reasonably meeting
consumer requirements;

_(¢) The handling of consumer complaints and disputes including a

dispute resolution process other than a Court;

(d) The procedures for the compensation of consumers in case of'a
breach of the Bill, Broadcasting Code and any rcgulation made by the
Commission:

. {e) The protection of consumer privacy;

(f} Further recourse available (o a consumer who is dissatisfied
with the licensee's complaints-handling procedures together with specific
details of compensation and refund schemes offered by licensee to its
CONSUMErS;

(g) The provision of information to consumers regarding services,
rates and performance; |

{h) The provision of fault repair services;

(i) The advertising or representation of services,

(j) Consumer charging, billing, cottection and credit practices; and

{k) Any other matter which, in the opinion of the Commission, may
be of concern to consumers.

(4) The Comumission shalt establish procedures or guidelines for
the making, receipt and handling of complaints of consumers regarding the
conduct or operation of licensees and may, at its discretion. institute
alternative dispute resolution processes for the resolution of the complaints
or disputes provided that the licensee's dispute resolution procedures shall
first have been exhausted by the consumers without resolution of the
complaint before presentation of the complaint to the Commission,

(5) The Commission may use any of its powers under this Bill in

the resolution of complainis received from the consumers in relation to

‘matters of consumer service and consumer protection.
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| 19D DIRECTIONS
2 (1} The Commission may, from time to time, issue dircctions in
3 writing to any licensee regarding the compliance or non-compliance of any
4 licence conditions or provisions of this Bill, including the remedy of a breach
5 of any licence conditions or provisions of this Bill, Broadcasting Code, or any
6 other legislation or regulation,
7 (2) The Commission shall, before issuing a direction under
8  subsection (1) of this section, issuc a notice in writing to the Licensee
9 specifying the nature of required compliance and the licensee shall be granted
10 anopportunity to be heard or may submit written submission within reasonable
11 period specified in the notice on the reasons for his conductor activity.
12 (3) The Commission shall, after the expiration of the netice specified
13 in subsection (2) of this section, take into consideration any reasons provided
14 by the licensee before making a decision in relation to the relevant conduct or
15 activity of'the licensee,
16 {4) After due consideration of the reason provided by the Licensee,
17  the Commniission may issuc a direction under subsection(1) of this section
18 requiring the person to take specified action directed towards ensuring that the
19 licensee does not contravene or continue to contravene any ofthe conditions of
20  hislicence, this Bill, Broadcasting Code , or any regulation.
21 (3) The Commission shall give the licensee a written notice of its
22 direction not later than 30days from the date the decision was made and the
23 licensee shall comply with the direction issued by the Conimission.
24 (6) The Commission may modity, vary or revoke a direction and the
25  procedure set out in provisions of this Bill relating to Rules and Regulation.
26 (7} Without any prejudice to any other provisions of this Bill, or any
27 licence condition, a ficensee who fails to comply with a direction of the
28  Commission shall be liable to the payment of a fine as the Commission may
29 determine, from time totime.
o 30 (8) The Commission shall maintain a register of all directions issued
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J by the Commission, including any written instrument modifying, varying or
2 revoking a direction.

3 19E PUBLIC INQUIRY

4 (1) The Commission may hold a public inquiry on any matter of a
5 general nature that relates to the administration of this Bill or any other
O legislation which will serve the objectives of this Bill.

7 (2) Subject to the subsection {1) of this Section, the Comimission
3 shatl hold a public enquiry under subsection (1) of this section:

9 {(a) Inresponse to a written request from a person;

0O (b) On its own initiative, where it is satisfied that the matter is of
il significant interest to the publi¢, current or prospective licenses under this
12 Bill.

13 (3) The Commission may, for the purpose of an inquiry, exercise
14 any or all of'its investigation and information-gathering powers under the
15 19E and 19G respectively.

16 (4) Subject to subsection{1) of this Section, where the Commission
17 decides to hold a public inquiry, the Commission shall publish, in the
18- manner that it deems appropriate, the notice of:

19 (a) The fact that it is holding the inquiry;

20 {b) The period during which the inquiry is to be held;

21 {c) The nature of the maiterto which the inquiry relates;

22 (d) The period, of at least 21 days, within which, the form in which
23 members ofthe public are invited to make submissions;

24 (e) The maters that he Commission would like the submissions be
25 dealt with; and

26 () The address or addresses to which the submissions may be sent.

27 (5) The Commission shall consider any submissions received
28 within the time limit as specified in the notice and the submissions made by
29 the members of the public shall be in the form and of the nature as specified

inthe notice.
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: (6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subscction( 1) of this i#ill an
2 inguiry ora part of inquiry may be cenducted w1 private where the Commission

is satisfied that:

4 ' fa) The documents or information that nay b(. given, or a matter that
5 may arlse during the inquiry ora part of the inquiry, is ofa confidential nature;
6 (b} It s against national interest to hold the inquiry in Public; or

7 (c) Holding the inquiry or part of the inguiry or a matter, or part of'a
8 malicr, in public would not be c:‘;nduciv.e to the due administration ofthis I3l

Y {7y Wher an inquriry falcs place in public and he Commission is of

(G theopinion that:

ti o} The evidence or other materials presented to the inguiry: or
12 (B3 The watden submissions ledged with the Comimission is of a
3 confidentalnotarg,

b The Commitssionmay divectthai-

R (hythe ovidenee or materiai should het be published; or
16 (i) s diselosure be restricied
17 (S1Ap P shall notwithout exeuse that s considered reasonable by

18 the Commission fail to comply with adireetion under Section 19D afthis Bill.
19 (2) Where an inquiry or parl of an inguiry takes place in private. the
20 Commission-

21 () Shall give a direction as to the persons swwho may be present al the
22 inquiry or partofthe inquiry; i

23 {b) May give dircction resiricting the disclosure of evidence or other
24 material presented at the inquiry or pari of the ingairy.

25 (10) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection {%) of this seclion,
26 a person who without reasonable excuse | tails to comply with the directions
27 given under section 19D of this 3l shall be Liable to the pavment of fine as he
28  Commisston may determine, from timce to time.

29 (11} The Commission shall publish a report on its findings on an

30 dnguiry itconducts within 690 days ol the conclusion of the inquiry.
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(123 Civit proceedings shall not lie against a person in respect of
any loss, damage o inguiry ol any kind suficred by another person because
ofany ofthefollowing acts:

{a) The making ofarequest under section 19D olthis Bill: or

(b) The making of @ statcment, or giving, of a document or
information to the Commission inrelation to an inguiry under this Bill

(13) The Cammission shall muintain a reglster of all reports made
pursuant lo an inquiry under this Bl

91 TNVES TIGATION FOR PURPOSES OF ADMINISTRATION AND
INQUIRY

(1) The Commission may investigate any matier pertaining to the
administration of tiis Bill where the Commission has grounds 10 belicve
that an infringement of the provisions ol this Bill s or will be commilted.

(7} The Commission may conduct an investigation on a matter
referved 1o in sub-scetion (1) of this section upon a wrilten complaint by a
person and the complaint shall specily the person against whom the
comptaint is made.

(3) If a Complaint has been made Lo the Commission uader this
Section, the Commission may make ngquines of the respondent for the
purpose ol deciding whether the Commission should, in its discreiion.
investigate the matter.

(4) If the Commission decides not Lo investigate, or not 0

investigate further, @ matter to which a complaint refates, it shall not later

than 30days from the date of receipt of the complaint and in such manner as -

it may think fit, inform the complaint and the respondent ol the decision and
the reasons Tor the decision.

a matler to which the complaints relates, inform the respondent that the

matter is to be investigated.

. . . - ¥
(6) An investigation under this Part shall be conducted as the

(5) The Commission shall before commencing an investigation of
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1 Commission thinks fit and the Commission may, for the purposes of an
2 investigation, obtain information from such persons as it thinks 1it,

3 (7) Subject to subsection (4) of this section, a complainant or

4 respondent may, at the Cominission's discretion, be given an opportunity to

5 appear betore the Commission in connection with an investigation with an

6  Invesligation.

7 (8) The Commission shall not, as a result of the investigation, make a

8 finding that is adverse to a complainant or respondent unless it has given ihe

9 complaint or respondent an opportunity to make written submissions about a

10 matter to which the investigation relates within a period not less than 2 1days.

11 19G  CONDUCT OF INVESTIGATION

12 (1) The Commission shall consider the submissions made by the

13 Complainant or the respondent under subscction 8 of section 19K of this Bill

14 before making its decision,

15 (2} The Commission may, after concluding an investigation, prepare

16 andpublish areport which shall cover-

17 (a) The conduct of the investigation concerned;

18 (b) Any flinding that the Commission has made as a result of the

[9  investigation; _

20 {c} The evidence and other materials on which those findings were

21 hased;

22 {d) Such other matters relating to, or arising out of, the investigation
- 23 asthe Commission decms fit. '

24 19H INFORMATION GATHERING POWERS

25 The commission may by notice in writing direct a licensee to produce to the

26 Commission at any time and place specified in the notice, such documents and

27 information as may be specified in such notice and reasonably relevant ‘and‘

28  required in relation to any matter in respect of which a duty or abligation is

29 imposed on the licensee in the terms of this Act or by the relevant license and

30 subject to the confidentiality provisions in this Act, it shall be duty of the
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licensee to comply accordingly within the period specified by the
commission which shall not be less than twenty-one days.

191 RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES

(1) The Commission shall have powers to mediate in disputes
between licensees regarding any matter in which a duty or obligation is
imposed on the licensees in terms of this Act.

(2) The Commission shall establish and maintain a dispute
resolution panel pursuant to the provisions of subsection (1) of this gection.

(3) The Commission may publish guidelines setting out the
principles and procedures that it may take into account in resclving disputes
oraclass of disputes under this Bill.

(4) An attempt shall first be made by the Parties to resolve any
dispute between them through negotiation before the involvemént of the
Commission,

{5) If one of the Parties to the dispute has provided an undertaking
that is relevant to the subject matter of the dispute and the Commission in
accordance of this Bill has registered the undertaking, the parties may adopt
the conditions of the undertaking, for the purpose of resolving the dispute.

~ (6)The Commission may only resolve a dispute under this Bill, if it
is notified in writing of the dispute and requested by either or both parties to
intervene thereon.,

{7) The Commission shall, upon receipt 3ﬁj§hg notification of the

B

dispute referred to in subsection (1) of this section, as $oon as practicable,

conveneto resolve the dispute.

(8') The Commission shall convene to resolve a dispute if it is
satisfied that:

| (a) A1-1 agreement shallnot be reached, or will not be reached within
aréésonéblétinw;

(b) The notification of the dispute is not trivial, frivolous or

vexatious; and

C 2959
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i {c} Th.e resolution of the dispute would promote the objects of this
2  Bill
3 (9) The Commission may resolve the dispute in such a manner,
4 including but not limited to Alternative Dispute Reso]ution, upon such terms
5 and conditions as it may deem fit. ' | |
6 (10} The Commission, in carrying out its functions under subsection
7 (1) of this section shall always be guided by the objective of establishing a‘
8 sustained dispute resolution process that is fair, just and effective.

9 (11) The terms and conditions of any resolution of a dispute by the
10 Commiss-ion under this Bill shall be in wﬁting étating the reasons and the
Il Commissionshall provide the Parties to the dispute with a copy of its decision.
12 197 APPEALS AND REVIEW OF DECISIONS

13 (1) A person who is aggrieved or whose interest 1s adversely affected
14 by any decision of the Commission made pursuant to the exercise of the powefs
15 and functions under this Act("aggrieved pél'son”)may within not more than
16 30days from whicﬁ a decision is made, request in writing for a review of the
17 Commission's decision and spe.ci.fy therein the reasons and basis for his
18 req.uest. - |

19 (2) The Commission upon such Wi‘ittén fequest by an aggrievéd
20 person shall meet fo réview its décision iai(ing into consideration the
21 submissions of the aggrieved persons under subsection (1) of this section.

22 (3) The Commission shall not later than 30days after the receipt of the
23 aggrieve.d pe‘l‘soﬁ's written submissioﬁs, coﬁclude its review of the decisions
24 and inform the aggrieved person in .Writing of its decisions thereon and the
25  reasons fhereof. -

26 (4} The Commission is not required to publish, or to disclose to the
27 aggrie\}ed person, a statement of reasons or a part of a statement of reasoné if
28 thepublication or disclosure would- | -
29 (a) disclose a matter that is, in the opinion of the Commission, of a
30  confidential character; V
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{b)be likely to prejudice the fair trial of a person.

(5) In this Bill "decision” includes any action, erder, report or
direction.

(6} The Commission may in carrying out the review of its decision,
use and exercise any of its powers under this Bill,

19K REGISTER ‘

(1) The Commission shall maintain a register, in both physicai or
efectronic form, of all matters that are required to be registered under this
BILL which inciude:

(a) Licenses issued and frequencies/channel assigned under this

Bill,

{(b) Sanctions of ticensees;

(c) Designated standards of equipment;

(d) Report of public inquiries, iﬁvestigations;

(e) Disputeresolutions;

(f) Any other item the Commission may consider from time to
time.

(2) The Commission may, at its discretion, summarize the contents
of a material for inclusion in the register and exclude thereform aspects of
the material if it consicders such exclusion necessary and justified on grounds
of public interest or safety, amongst others.

(3) A person may, on payment of a charge, to be decided by the
Commission- .

(a) Inspect the register; and

(b) Make a copy of, or take extracts from the register.

(4) If & person requests that a copy be provided in an electronic
form, the Commission may provide the relevant information,

(3) The Commission shall from time to time publish guidelines in
regard to its various registers giving detaiis of the registers and indicating,

amongst others, access processes and procedures for members of the public.
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1 13 DEALING IN BROADCAST EQUIPMENT

2 (1) A person shall not import for broadcasting without the approval of
3 the Commission.

4 (2) A person shaI_l neither offer for sa.le, sell nor have in his possession
5 with a view to selling in the course of his business, any installation,
6 mechanism, instrument, material or other apparatus-

7 (a)cdnstructed forthe purpose of: or

8 (b) Intended to be used for,

9 Broadcasting except under and in accordance with a licence issued by the
10 Commission in that behalf,

11 19M  MONITORING FOR COMPLIANCE

12 (1) 1t shall be the duty of the Commission to monitor broadcasting
13 licensees for compliance with regards to;

14 (a) The terms, conditions and obligations of their broadcasting
15 licenses;

16 (b) The provisions of the Broadcasting Code, and any other
17 regulations made by the Commission, from time to time; and
18 (¢) The provisions of this Bill and any other Laws, rules and
19 regulations that bear substantially on broadcasting,

20 (2} Other matters upon which the Commission éhall monitor include-
21 {a) the operation and administration of this Bill;

22 (b) the quality of services; |

23 (¢) the development of industry-self regulation;

24 (d) the adequacy and availability of services in Nigeria; and

25 (¢) any other matter the Commission may deem relevant.

26 19N | RIGHT TO ENTER PREMISES FOR INSPEETION

27 (N The Coinmission shall have the power to enter into the.premise_s of
28" . any licensee and i_nspécf or exam.iner: . |

29 (a) any apparatus‘ of operation inror.der to aséér‘[ain c.oni?;ormity with
30 the provisions of this Bill, the Breadcasting Code and any other regulation,
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(b) the station log book iﬁcluding transmitter output power and
radiating frequencies;

{¢) programmes and transm.ission recordings for precéding three
months;

(d) local programme contents and schedule of proposed
programmes over the next quarter; | |

(€)any other matter that the Commission may-consider relevant

(2) the Commission may exercise its power under this Section
through any design: .dstafforagents,

190 SANC 10N3 |
Subject to the provisions of this Bill, the Broadcasting Code or any other law
or regulation, the Commission may impose any of the following sanctions
on a defaulting licensee: '

(i) warning;

(ii}directionto take step to remedy non-compliance;

(iii) cease and desist orders;

(iv) fines; -

{v) suspension of license where the licensee has being found guilty
of material violation;

(viyrevocation of license where the licensee has being found guilty
of repeated material violation

(vii) other charges and sanctions. |

19P JURISDICTION
The Jur 1sd10t10n to hear and dispose of legal proceedmgs under thls Bill, is
hereby vested in the Federal High Court.

190 RULES, RJ:GULATION AND GUIDELINES

(1) The Commlssmn shall make and publlsh guxdelmes on any

matter for which this Blll makes express prowsmns for or such other matters

_as are necessary Lo be giving full effect by the pl ovisions of this Bili and for

their due admimstl ation.
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(2) The Commission shalt prior to making any regulation under this
Bill, conduct an inquiry in the manner specified in section 19E on the subject
matter of the proposed regulation with inputs from all the critical stakeholders.

(3) The Commission shall in making the reguiation, take into
consideration the findings of the inquiry under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The Commission may prior to making ‘any Guideline, at its
discretion, conduct an inquiry in the manner specified in Section 19F on the

subject matter of the proposed Guideline and if the Commission considers it

necessary to hold such an inquiry, it shall in making the guideline take into

consideration the findings of the inquiry.

(5) Subject the Provisions of Subsection (2) of this Section, the
Commission may review any rule, guideline or regulation under this Bill and
may, in the process modify or vary, revoke any such rule, guideline or
regulation-

(a) Which is no longer relevant or necessary;

(b) To ensure conformity with the objectives of this Bill; or

(c) Forany other reason that the Commission considers relevant,

(6) No Rule, Code, Guideline or Regulation under this Bill shall come
into force, become operational, be implemented or become exercisable unless
first approved by a simple majority of the National Assembly through the
respective Committees of each House of the National Assembly charged with
the responsibility of superintending or overseeing the Commission.

19R  POWER OF THE MINISTER TO GIVE DIRECTIVES
T}qe Minister may from time to time, give the Commission directives of a
general character relating generally to particular matters with regard to the
exercise of the Commission's functions under this Bill and it shall be the duty of
the Commission to consider such directives.

19S NATIONAL BROADCASTING CODE

{1} The Commission shall establish ahd periodically update the

National Broadcasting Code, in this Bill referred to as the Code, and ensure
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compliance with the Code. _

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Bill, and upon approval by the
relevant committees of the National Assembly, all licensees shall adhere to
the provisions of this Code and any regulation issued by the Commission,
from time to time. |

(3) Any Station or Licensee that contravenes the provisions of the
National Broadcasting Code or any other published order of the
Commission, shall be liable to the sanctions prescribed by the Code or
Order.

19T 1.BGA PROCEEDINGS

(1) No Civil action shall be commenced against this Commission
or its authorized officers before the expiration of a period of 30days after
which Notice of Intention to commence the suit shall have been served on
the Commission by the intending Plaintiffs or his Agents, and such Notice
shaﬂ clearly and explicitly.state the:

(a) Cause of action;

(b} Particulars of the Claimy

(c)Name and piﬁce ofabode of the intending plaintiff;

(d) Relief sought.

(2) The Notice referred to in subsection (1) of this section and any
summons, or other documents required or authlorized td be served on the

Commission under this Bill or any other enactments or law, may be served

by:
~ {a) Delivering it to the Commission; _
(b) Sending it by registered mail or postal address to the
Commission; 7

(3) A member of the Commission, Director General or Staff of' the
Commission shall be indemnified out of the assets of the Commission
against any proceedings brought against him in his capacity as a member of

the Commission, Director-General or Staff or employee of the Comimuission
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Establishment
of Digital Access
Fund

where the act complainea ofis notultra vires his powers"”.

11.-{1) Ir: addition to Section 9 of this Bili, the Commission shall on

commencement of this Bill establish a Fund to be known as the

"Digital Aécess Fund" (DAF FUND") and it shall be cperated and
controlled by the Commission in the manner prescribed under this Section.

(2) The DAF Fund shall comprise of funds derived from the following
sources:

(a) such annua) fees chargeable on each subscriber to the open system
- free to air d'igital terrestrial television service in such amount as may be agree
between the Commission and the Subscriber Consumer Forums;

{b) Contributions from the Commission based on a portion of the
annual le.vies paid tb the Commission by licenses;

(c} gifts, loans, aids and such other assets that may, from time to time,
specifically accrue to the DAF Fund; and

(d) Such other Monies as méy be specifically Appropriated for DAF
Fund by the National Assembly.

(3) The Digital Access Fund shall be apportioned as follows:

(a) 50% of the Fund to be shared by the Signal Distributors on an
equal basis to be utilized forthe Development of Digital Broadcasting;

(b) 10% of the Fund to be shared equally between the Federal
Government owned Broadcasting Training Institute such as the Federal Radio
Corporation Training School, fos; Nigerian Television Authority Broadcasting
College, Jos and the Nigerian Film Institute, Jos

(cy 10% of the Fund to be apportioned to the Federal Radio
Corporation for the improvement of studio and equipmeﬁt upgrade;

(d) 10% of the Fund to be apportioned to the Nigerian Television
Authority for the improvement of Studio and equipment upgrade;

{e) 10% of the fund utilized for comlﬁunity developrﬁent projecﬁs,
Corporate Social Resbonsi_bi]ity in Nigeria, 1

(f) 10% to the Nigerian Broadcasting Commission for the
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improvement of Digital Broadcasting Activities.

(4) Independent Auditors appointed.fm' that purpose by the Board
of the Commission shall audit the DAF Fund annually and the Auditor's
Report shall be presented to the National Assembly and published to the
Public, provided that such Auditors are oﬁ the liét of auditors apiarovéd from
time to time by the Federal Accoumant-Generél of the Federation, ‘

(5) The utilization by Agencies of Government mentioned in
subsection 3 of this section shall also be subjected to the scrutiny and audit
of independentAuditbrs.

12. Section 26 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by adding
the following new words as follows: ' '

"Rill" means the National Broadcasting Commission Amendment Bill,

2018,

"Pril}cipalAct" meansthe National Broadcasting Commission Act 1991;
"Affiliation Agreement” means an Agreement between oné or more stations
and another party according to which programs provided by the other party
will be broadcast by the stations ata predetermined rate;

"Broadcasting” means any cable, radio, television or satellite
communication, transmissions of which are intended for direct general
reception by the public;

“Broadcasting Facility" means any part of the infrastructure of a
broadcasting system and includes any item equipment, tower, mast,
antenna, pole or any other structure or thing used or intended to be used in
connection with a broadcasting system;

"Broadcasting License" means license granted under the provisions of this
Bil;

"Broadcasting Service" means aby service whose provisions'con:sist wholly
or parily of the trar_lsmission and/or distribution of messages, sounds, visual

images or signals on broadcasting system under the provisions of this Bill;

Amendment of
Section 26 of the
Principal Act
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to the Principal
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"Subscription" means a payment of a system that deperids on the payment of a
charge by any natural or legal person, which is or which is, party to a contract
with the provider of subscription service for the supply of broadcasting such
services. However, such fee shall not include digital access fee;
"Secretary" means Secretary to the Commission; '
"Signal Distribution” means the conveyance of sound radio, television or other
form of etectronic message through the medium of wireless or cable;
"Signal Distributors” means the Companies/entities incorporated by the
Commission for t.he conveyance of sound, radio, television or other form of
electronic message through the medium of wireless or cable. From the
commencement of this Act, Signal Distributor shall take signal directly from
the Content Providers without any interference from a third party content
aggregator. Signal Distributors are transmission platforms for broadcasters,
"Signal Streaming"” means conveyance of sound and vision for the purpose of
broadeasting on the internet; |
"Signal Redistribution" means a frequency transmission, either simultaneously
ot recorded and played back, through cable, maps, free to air and direct home
satellite; .
"Webcasting” means transmitting by the web/internet.
SCHEDULE 3
Terms of license
Enaciments amended

13. The Third Schedule to the Principal Act is hereby amended by
inserting/adding two new paragraphs 15 and 16 after the existing paragraph 14
thereofand it shall both read as follows:

"15. Nothing in this Section or in the Provisions of this Bill shail be
interpreted to mean that the Commission shall revoke or refuse to renew the
license of any Broadeast Station that has not vielated any of the provisiens of '
this Bill or to revoke the license of a Broadcast Station that has not utilized its

license in a manner inimical to public interest merely because there is a change
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1 in the Regulations of the Broadcast [ndustry that the Broadcast Station is not

2 willing to comply with. |
3 16 The Commission shall not revoke or refuse to renew the license

4 of any broadcast Station merely because of changes in the Regulations of the

5 Commission orchanges it technology.

6 14, This Bill may be cited as the National Broadcasting Citation

7 Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2018,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill intends to make amend the National Broadcasting Commission

Act to bring it in line with current realities of the Global Broadeasting

Industry and make for better regulation of the Industry and also make the

Regulations of the Commission made pursuant to this Bill subject to the

1
approval of the WNaticnal Assembly to avoid arbitrary use of the 1
Commission's quasilegislative powers. %




