[HB. 18.03.1358]

A BILL

FOR
AN ACT To ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL MARITIME SECURITY
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT FUND TO PROVIDE FOR MARITIME
DEFENCE FUNDING AND FOR RELATED MATTIRS
Sponsored by Hon. Tony Nwoye
[ 1]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1.-(1) There is hereby established the National Maritime Security
Infrastructure Development Fund (hereinafler referred toas “the fund").

(2) From the commencement of this Act, there shall be paid by all
maritime users, a Maritime Defence and Infrastructure Security levy.

(3} the levy shall be paid not later than the first quarter of every
year.

2.-(1) The rate of levy payable under this Bill shall be as follows:

(a) Vessels lifting oil or; gas from Nigeria or operating fishing
business in the Nigerian territorial waters shall pay a Maritime Defence levy
perentry,

(1) All offshore oil and gas prospecting and producing companies
shall pay an annual maritime Defence and [nfrastructure Security levy to
safeguard their operations and the sca lanes;

(c) All oil servicing companies, independent oil marketers, vessels
transporting oil and gas within Nigeria and ail bunkering agents shall pay an
annual levy;

(d) All commercial vessels and private yatch shall pay perentry.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Scction, the National
Assembly may from time to time appropriate monies to the fund.

(3) A certificate of payment, in the prescribed form, shall be issued
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on payment ofthe levy,

(4) A record of payment, of the levies shail be keptat the Office of the
Accountant General of the Federal Government.

3. There is hereby established for the management of the Fund, a
National Maritime Security Infrastructure Board (in this Act referred to as "the
Board"), which shall consist of:

(ayaChairman;

(b) 6 Eminent persons drawn from the six geo-political zones of the
Country;

(¢)the Accountant-Genera! of the Federation:

(d) arepresentative of!

(i) the Nigerian Navy;

(ii) the Nigerian Army;

(fii) the Nigerian Air force;

(iv) the Nigeria Police;

(v) the Nigerian Immigration Service;

(vi) the Nigerian Maritime and Safety Administration Agency

(vii}the Office ofthe National Security Adviser; and

(e} a legal practitioner within the meaning of the legal practitioner's
Actwho shallserve as the secretary of the Board. :

4.-(1)The Chairman and members ot the Board shal|:

(a) be appointed by the President, su bject to confirmation by the
Senate; and

(b) Shall be eminent persons of high integrity and experience.

(2) A member of the Board shall hold office for a periad of 4 years at
the first instance and may be re-appointed for a further term of 4 years and no
more.

(3) A member of the Board may resign his appointment by notice in
writing under his hand addressed to the President, which resignation shall take

etfectonly upon approval by the President.
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i {4) Notwithstanding the provision of section4.0f this Act, a person
2 shall oease to hold office as a member of the Board if:

3 - {a) he becomes bankrupt, suspends:payment or compounds with
4 his creditors; R

3 (b he is convicted of felony erany-offence involving dishenesty or
6 fraud;

7-_‘ . () he becomes.of unsound mﬁind, or incapable of carrying out his '
8 duties; |

9 7 {d)yheis puilty of serious ntisconduct in relation to his duties.

10 {3) where a vacancy oceins iﬁ the membership of the Board, it shall

11 “be filled by the appointment ef a successor, so however, that the successor

i2 shall represent the samc‘inte_rest. and shall be appointed by the pfesident.
13 sulg]ecnoﬁaﬂmnf' nnalwnal‘lthﬂnaIe .

14 . 5.-(1)The Boa1 d shall prescribe the amount payab]e under thts Bil ,\ppnfm{mm of

tevy Collectors

15 and appoint levy co]leptors who shatl collect the levies and perform ether
16 duties, which the B_oar(i shall from (ime to time determine.

17 {2} The .,,_Bbard shall also appoint a manager who shall be

18 accountable to. t]}e‘ Board for money paid or recefved from the maritime

19 users, |

20 {3} A person to be so appointed as manager shail hold a minimum
21 of first dng"ﬁe or its equivalent in Accounting; Banking and Finance or any
22 other related ﬁpld with at least 7 years cognate experience in Accounting,
23 "Bank.ingl and. Finmlce and ‘membership of a recognized. professional
24 ﬁnanci;ﬂbody. . S - :
%5 - 4y Notwidvstanding the gonorality-ofthe provisions of s Bl the
26 board may make regulations Tor sl oranyofthe following purposes: |
27 {a) The facmsofcontificatessohcissiod;

26 (b) The forms of Annual Returns as providedunder section 3 of the
29 Bill: -

30 (c) Providing for such other matiers as.are contemplated by, or are
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A5 AT AL DUTGHGET e ON 0T

2o a8 The) wages, or ramuneration, payable, tpr the, chairman and  wages and -«ni-»

wigaa
Remuneration

2 members of the Board shajl b, as prssenibed byithe, Revenus, Mobilization. of the Buurd
3 and Fiscal Comm:ss;on TR AT
4 WHI ki («L) A P‘P&%Qﬂ SO LS Sl Qﬂ‘elﬁc‘e? L!P‘!»er 'i];psf l}l” Whu sl Offences and
S sty e AR PRY e Jovy o ipaxsg.latcrrsahmhe;!?z:?;i:tggs%tez‘zof e
6 year, o or ot eosiruesting i oe wiic Wl :lj'l’iéi;_,;":’ifi‘l_)f.;i};i
7 {b) fails to produce a valid certificate of payment when required,;
] (c) falsely represents that he has paid or is not liable to pay the levy
9 orhas a valid certificate of payment for the year or period in issue;
10 (d) issues a false or counterfeit certificate of payment.
I (2) A company or vessel which commits an offence under this Bil}
12 shall on conviction pay a fine not less than N20m illion.
13 (3} A person who commits an offence under this Bill shall on
14 conviction, pay a fine not more than N5 million.
15 10. The Board shall have the responsibility to provide the National  reports
16 Assembly with a bi-annual report of the allocation and uses of money from
17 the fund. o
18 11, The Federal High Court shall have Exclusive jurisdiction in * Court with
. jurisdiction
19 respect of any matter relating to the provisions of this Bill.
20 12. -Except otherwise provided in this Act: Interpretation
21 (a) "Maritime" means the Nigerian scas, territorial waters up to the
22 continental! shelf, oceans or wl-mtevcr name called, sea lanes, etc.
23 (b) "National Security Infrastructure” shall include
24 communication infrastructure. gadgets, vessel sensors, unmanned vessel,
25 aircrafl, equipment or other forms of technological or mechanical
26 infrastructure, principally and predominantly required to support and
27 advance the national security of Nigeria in the maritime environmcﬁt;
28 - (c) "President" means the President of the Federal Republic of
29 Nigceria,

30 (d) "Security Officer" means any member of the Nigeria Sccurity




CA5Z4 . National Maritime Security Infrastructure Fund (Est.) Bill 2018 2018

I - agencies rrfe_ntioned inthisAct. .
Citatior - -2 I3 This Bill may be cited as the National Maritime Security
Infrastructure Fans(Esablishment ) Bill, 2018

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM - -

This Bilf: see_fcis o -estﬂliﬁéh* the National Varitie Security Inffastricture~

Development Fund to ensure and provide for adequate Maritime defence®

furrding and for other socurity infrastructares i the country.




