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[HE. 17.11.1230]

A BILL
FOR
AN ACTTO /\MLND NATIONAL LIBRARY ACI CAP. N‘SG LAWS OJ“
THL FLDL“RATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND FOR OTHER MAI Tl ERS
CONNECTED THEREIN
Sponsored by Hon, Johnson Egwakhide Oglhuma

! I

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of

© . Nigerinas follows:
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The National Library Act Cap N56 Laws of the Federation of

Nigeria, 2004 (in this Bill relerred to as “the Principal Act™) is amended as
setout in this Bill.

2. Section2 ofthe Principal Actis amended:

(1) In section (1) by inserting the words "National Library" before
the word "Board"inline 1.; '

(2} In subsection (2) by substituting the subsection with the
following new subsection-

"(a) To act as a national depesitory institution for books and other
rescarch materials in Nigeria;

(b) To act as the focal institution and advisory body to individual,
corporate and Government institution on Library and information mﬂters;

{c) To acquire, process, organize, disseminate as well as provide
links to information resource to Nigerians and non-Nigerians alike, for their

educational pursuit and for informed decision making;

(d) To assemble and maintain a collection of all books, perivdicals,

-newspeipcrs 'm.aps, gazettes, Acts Laws Byc, Laws, '111 subsldnry

fegislations, nouccs ‘orders and olhcr government pub]lCdUOl]S which arc
published in Nigeria;

(¢) to assembie and maintain a collection of all musica! recordings
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and films produced in Nigeria; -
7 - (fy to establish and 'maimz_lin the National Libraryand information . -
Service Center in each of state of the federation ,:. ' '
{) to-develop ﬂetworks'anci linkages w.ith other librarics in Nigeria
and anywhere inthe world; '
(h) to prepare catalogues, indexes, and similarrescarch aids:

(i) to make the facilities of the National L.ibrary and information

*service center available to members ofthe public afid others on proper terms, -

which may include provisions for: (i} registration o fpersons admilted to use

“the library facilities;: -

(ii) the imposition of foes for service rendered to the public; and
(iii) safe guarding the property of the er'd

(i) to provide comulLan(,y services 1o mdmduals communities,

'co:pmatc. bodies, agencxcs and other govunmc.m “bodies w&shmg: 10 '

cstablish libraries;

(i) to develop the national bibliography of Nigeria and national
bibliography center or elsewhere;

(k) to prescribe the rules and procedure for granting applications
for International Standard Book Number (ISBN)/International Standard
Serial ‘Number (ISSN}!Natioﬂal Bxibli”ography Numbér.
NBN(NBN);’Catalogin-g in Publication (CIP), ote;

(1) to engage in rescarch on any subject of naticnal interest and
publish its findings for pLiblic LsC;

(m) To provide and encourage stafi'to undertake capacity buildings

and skill acquisition programmes to erhancé their skills in the performance

" oftheir duties to the Board;

‘() To engage in readership campaign with a view Lo encouraging
readership culture and awareness amon g Nigerians;
(0) To provide leadership initiative in'the area ol resource sharing

and library cooperation;
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(p) To audit the source of unrecorded information such as

indigenous knowledge which are required for continued regearch into

national origin of Nigeria history and culture;

(¢) ‘To developinformation and communication technology (1CT)

facilities to ensure that the services of the National Library and Information -

" Qorviee Center are offered inteal term, more widely and more cfficiently;

(r) To develop a Virtual Library for Ni geria; and -

(s) To provide in accordance with this Act such services as in the

‘opinion ol the Roard are usually providgd by national libraries all over the

world. _
A SCctiou 3 of the Principal Act is amended by substiting the
existing Section 3, Wlthlhe following new section 3: '
“(-'1) There shall be a National Librarian who, subject to the
subsection (2), shall be appointed by the Minister and shall be a pc'r'son
appearing to the Minister to have shown exeeptional capacity in the

org’mizatidn aind administration of a library service comparable o those

- en\flsfigcdbythl'%/\(,t

(2) The N'ltmm] lemrmn shali hold office [or aterm of four ymm |

in the first instance and may be reappointed for a further term of four years

- andnomore,

“ (3 Subject to the Bodrcl‘s hlmuual operational and administrative

' pohcy pmommmcs the N:Lll()ndl Librarian shall-have the general function

- of organizing :md managmo the Nauonal Library and the scrvices pmwdcd

in pursuance of this Act, and, in particular, lhe functlon of dirccting the
aclivities of the offices and servants of the Board and managing the Board's
finances.

{4 Subject to i;ubsection (3L The National Librarian shall be free

- to manage the National Libr ary as he déems fil in dccordfum with this Acl,

-and’ the Beard shall not mtcrl{‘lc with the manner in which he dcp]oys the

matérial and human resources of the National Library in order to obtain

Amendment ol -
Section 3 '
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results inaccordance to this Act.”

4. Scection 4 of the Principal Act is amchdéd bydclcliug 'ihls': existing L
one and substituting it with the following new Section 4: |
| “'(]) Eiféry author and pu.bliéhcr of a published work in Nigeria shall -
within one month aficr publication, deposit with the Nationa! Library three
copies of the book for permanent preservation and public use.

(2) Where the publication is by or on behalf of any department of
government of the federation, State or Local Government Cot-"mci],lit sha]ilbe: .:.
the duty of the official in charge of the department to deliver twerity-[ive copies
of thc'publication to the National Librarian for permanent preservation and
publicuse.

{3) Where either the author or publisher fails to comply with the
provisions of subscetion (1) of this Section, the person in default shall be guilty

of an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine not ckcecding N50,000

conly or such fines as may be prescribed by the Board from: time to time,

Governor of a State (or any person acting on is or his behalf}, 4 public officer
acting in his capacity as such and any person distributing in Nigeria a book
published elsewhere.”

5. Section 13 of the Principal Act is amended in paragraph

substituting the "Education” for the word "Information” in the interpretation o

© “Minister”,

6. This Bill may be cited as the National Library (Amendment) 1311,
2017,
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the Natjonal Library Act Cap N56 oﬂhc_ Laws of the

.I*cduatlon of ng)ma, 20()4 lo dmong other things pxovndc for the

stren 0lhemng> ofthe National lelaly Bomd of Niger ]cldlld providing adcqudtc
samtmns to deal with avthors and publishers who default in complying with
the. depos:t of publications and properly designate the nomenclature of the

Director of the National Library as the National Librarian.



