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ABILL = [EXECUTIVE]
FOR

AN ACT To (REPEAL AND RE-ENACT THE RAW MATERIALS RFSFARCH

- AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCILACT Car.R3 LFN 2{)04)AND ToRE- ENACT.

THE RAW MATERIALS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT C_OUNCIL ACT AND

FOR RELATED MATTERS

L

" ENACTED by the National Assélnbly of the Federal Républic of -

ngel iaas fo[lows

PARTT - OBJECT ES FABLIbIIMLNJ Or TiE RAW MATERIAL S RESEARCH .

AND DBVELOPMENT COUNCIL, BOARD AND POWERS OF THE BOARD :

1. The objeéts ofthe Councﬂ areto:

(a) develop policy guidelines and programmes on raw materials:

acquisition, exploitation and development;
~ (b) advise the F ederal Governme-nt on the strategic _iinplication of
depletion, conservation or stock-pilling of resources,
(c)-' advise on adoption of machinery and processes for raw
materials utitization; 7. 7
 {d) encourage the growth of ih__lplant research and deve]opmént
capabilities; -
. (e) evaluate and advise government on special research grants for
specific objectives; and
(D) carry out such -other activities that may enhance the
performance of obj ectivés ofthis Bill.
2.—(1) There is established a body to be known as the Raw Materials

Research and Deve]opment Cnuucﬂ (heremaﬂer in this Bill 1eferred to as

""theCouncﬂ") BRI ' ' L .,

{2} The Council:

~ (a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

- C 3885
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i “common seal;
2 . (b) may sue and be sued in its corporate name; and
3 (c). may dcquire, hold or dispose ofl any property, nwvab]é or
4 . immovable forthe purpose of carryin- goutany of its functions under this Bill.
EgtlibcliGsl;T::;ng 5 . 3,-(1) There is established for the Council, a GoVem.ing_Board
ggm"cgfm" 6  (hereinafter in this Bill referred to as lithe Board"), which shall conduct the
7 | affairs of the Counpil. -
8 (2) The Board shatl consist of:
_ (a) a Chairman, appointed by the President on the recommendation
10 .ofthe Minister;
3! (b) a representative of the of the Federal Ministry of Science and
12 - Technology; ' |
13 {c}arepresentative of the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria;
14 | (d} & representative of the Nigerian Association of Small Scale
15 Industrialists; 7
16 () a representative of the Nigerian Association of Chambers of
17 Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture; -
i8 (D) a representative of the Fedeml_Minisﬁ*y charged with the
1 9-‘ responsibility of Commerce, Industry, Trade a‘lix(;! Investment;

L0 {gyarepresentative of the Ministry responsible for National Planning;
21 (h) a represeniative of the Fedr_:ral Miﬁistry charged with the
22 msponsibitity ot Defence; |
23 -(i) ‘a representative of the Federal Minisuy charged with the
24 responsibility of Agriculture and Rural Devéiopmem;

25 () a representative of the Federal Ministry charged with the
26  responsibility for Mineral Development;

27 (k) & representative of rescarch institutions, appoinfed by the
2%  Minister; and . 7 |

29 (1) the Director-General of the Council, who shail be & mesmbers and
30 servesas thie Secretary tothe Board,
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1 {3) Members of the Beard, other than the Direcior-Gencral shall
2 serve the Council on part-time hasis.
3 {4) The supptementary pr(}visioné'sct out in the Schedule to this
4 Bill, shail have effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other
5 matters contained therein, .
6 4.-() Members of the Board, other llha.n an ex—.oi’ficio member,  Tepue ol -
: ) _ . - members of thc
7. shajlhold office for four years and may be re-appointed foranother peried of Bourd
8 four years and no more. o o
g {2} No muember of the Board shall be entitled to appoint another
10 person Lo represent him at any meeting of the Board.
11 5. ‘The Chairman and other members of the Board shall b paid  Remonerion
i ' : ) ) und aligwances
i2 such allowances and expenses as (he Federal Government may, from tjme o i;"l ';:LJ!;]ZLH of
13 time direct and approve. ' _ '
14 . 6.-(1) Where it appears to the Board that any member of the Board, Rm[;‘m; of aoy
) mumber of the
15 other than an ex-officio member, should be removed from the Board of 1h§ Boward
16 | Council on the .grmmds of misconduct or inability to perform the functions
17 of his office, the Bﬁard shall make récommendation for his remeval to the
18 Minister forapproval. | |
19 (2) Where the President, after nmkiﬁg such inguires as he ;:'o'nsidcr
20 neeessary and approve the recommendation for removal made, the
21 Seeretary 1 the Government of the Federation shall, in wriliing d{?ﬂm”{:-'ihl:
22 office of'such member Qacam.
C23 {3) Notwithstanding subsection { ﬂ rj;i.' this scction, the President
24 may remove any member of the Board, whc;_i.'c he s satisfied that it Esjih the
235 interesi ofthe publicto do so.
26 7.-(1} Notwithstanding i‘ﬁe provisions of scetion 3 of this Bl 2 Cessaion of
' . : . . ' members of the
27 member of the Board shall cease fo hold office, where: ) Beard from office
28 {ayheresignshis ap;ménﬁm 1t as amember ofthe I]?oard; 7
29 (by by notice under his hand addressed to the President of the
3 Federal Republic ofNigaria;
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i (cyhe becomes of unsound mind:
2 () he becomes bankr upl
3 (e) he is convicted of a iclfmy or any other nifcnu, mvolvmg
4 dmhonmty orcor ruptmn
5 : (f) he becomes incapable of dlsch"ug,mg the functions of his oﬂlcc
6 citherar mng,h om an infitmity of mind or body;
7 {g) the President of the F c,du al chubhc of ngcrm is satisfied thatit
g s .n-c}t in t_he best interest o_t the Councilor of the public for such member to
9 cuntinucin dﬂ’rce; . . o

7 10 {I) he has been found guilty under the Code of Coﬁduct or serious

11 misconduct inrelation to his dut:cﬂ. or
12 (i} in the case of a pusm who becomes a member by virtue ol“lhe
13 office he oceupies cease to hold such office.
14 - (2Y Where a person ceases to be a member sulject to subscctioh- (Dyof
15 thi-ssectiou. the body or organisation which the member represents in ﬂ]c board |
16 shﬁll send another representative to serve the unexpired tenure of that member.
17 (‘3) Any person who has ceased to be amember of the Board shall not
18 beeligible for reappointment into the Board as a member.

Function of the 19 8 The lunctions of the Council shall beto:

Council )
20 (a) undertake measures to ensure the systematic cxploitation,
21 development and uﬁlization of Nigeria's raw materials resourcas;
22 (b) review from time to time, raw materials resources availability and
73 utilization with a view to advising the Federal government on the strategic
24 implication of such reseurces;
25 (dy advise on adoption of machinery and processes for raw materials
26 utilization; - -
27 (¢} publicise rescarch findings and source for raw materials for
28 industries;
29 (f} cncourage the growth of implant research and development
30 capabilitics;



2047

Raw Maferrcz!s Rcsearch and Dwelapmcn! (,mmcrl Brll,.' 2017

C 3889

A{g) organisc wmkshup eylupo-;m cmd seminars irnm time to time
to cuhghten peopie onnew dcwlopmum and emer [,m" solutions,

(h} (?-V'cllle.l-LL‘ and render ddvm on :;pc,ual research’ gmm for
specitic ]Jurposs., and _

(iy carry out such ot‘ncl activities as 111ﬂ§__ be necessary for the
per lnrm'mce ofits functions undc,r this Bill. ' -

9. ‘The functions ofthe Board shall beto:

(a) formulate pelicies forthe Council;

{b) consider and approve annual bud pet estimates, auditor's report

and reports of various C(}mmlllLLS ofthe Counc;l
(¢) consider and appa ove dppmmmcnls of pzmupa} officers of thc

Conncil;

() Invest surplus funds of the Council in profit-yiclding ventures,

-~ and

(d) perform sueh other Tunetions and powets 8s are LCTessary for

the realization o fthe objects ofthe Council.

10.-(1) There shall be dppnintcd. for the _Cc.mn_ci{; a Director-
General, who shatlbe the Cln_cl Executive Olficer ofthe Counetl.

{2yThe Direcior-General shall be:

(a) appointed by the president op the recommendation of the

Minister;

(b) a person who possess not tess than 13 years Post qualification

gxperience in Engincering: or any other H()iuﬁltli! in any of the pure

sciences and posscss vast experience i raw materials -aoouisition,

exploitation. conservatinn and developments

() responsibic m the DBoard for the mmmuunuu olihe affairs of
the Council;

(d) anlLd to cam a mnumuauon and (sllowamc as may be
spcuilcd inhis kl{u of appmnlmcnt and -

{e} hold office for a period of dycars at iho first instance on such

Functinns and
powers:ob the
Boanl

Appainiment of
the thicclor-

 General of the

Couneil
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terms and conditions, may be cligible for re-appointment for another period of
4years and no more. S

- (_3). The Director-General shall be the Chief Bxecutive _and ,
Accounting Officer of the Council and shall be responsible for the day-to-day
administration in the Council.

1. The Board shall -brompte within the Council well-qualificd and
expericnced persons as directors, 10 be in charge of the departments and such
other members of staif as may be necessary fo-r the effective performance ofthe
functions set cutin this Bitl.
| | 12. Salaries and benefits of members of staff of the Council shall b
in accordance with thé conditions and scheme of service in the Councilor o
may be approved by the President. |

13. The Board may make regulations relating generally o the
conditions and scheme of service of the staff of the Council and such
regulations may provide for: V |

{a} the appointment, prometion, termination, dismissal and
disciplinary control over the staffofthe Council;

{b) remuneration and fringe benefits subject, to the approval of the
National Salarics Incomes and Wages Commission; and

' (c) appeals by staffagainst dismissal or other disciplinary measures.

(2) Staff regulations made nader subsection (1) of this section, shall
have cffect when approved by the Minister and gazetied in the official gazette
ofthe government.

14.-(1) Service inthe employment of the Council shall be an approved
service under the Pension Reform Act and accordingly, employees of the

Council shall, in respect of their services be entitled to pensions, gratuities and

otherretirenicnt benefits as arc prescribed under this Bill.

{2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section,
nothing in this Bill shall prevent the appointment of a person into any office on

terms and conditions, which preelnde the grant of a pension and gratuity in
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respect of that office.

{3) For the purposes ol the application of the 'Pcnsions Reform Act,
any power exercisable under this Bill by ﬂie Minister or authority other than
the Federal Government, not béing the powerto make regulations under this

Bill, such power is vested and shall be c.icrcisablc by the Council,

(4) Subject to this section, the Pensions Reform Act shall, in

application of this section to any office. have effect as if the office were in

the public service of the Federation within the meaning of the Constitution

.. ofthe che'ral Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as Amended).

PART V -« FINANCIAL PROVISION

15.-(1) The Couincil shall establish a fund into which shall be paid

all monics received from the Federal Governnient of Nigeria and any other

sources, including gi'i"t's-, endowment, from which shall be defrayed all
expenditure incurred by the Council for the purposes of this Bill

{2) There shallrbé paid and crcditéd to the fund ol the Council: -

(a) 1%surcharged on all imports; _ '

(b fecs cllafgéd-{"(wr consultancy service and other services
rendered l.)y‘the Counci_i; .

(¢) contributions from the organised private scctor;

(d) forcign aid and assistance from bifateral and multilaterat '

agencics;
(¢) fees charged for services rendered by the Coungil; and

(1Y all sums accruing to the Council by way of gifts, endowments,

testamentary disposition or other voluntary contributions by persons,

organisations and foreign aids.

(3) The Council shall from time to time, apply the Fund of the

- Council towards the promotion of the objects of this Bill.

16. The Board shall submit to the President through the Minister,

not later than 31st October of cach year, its prbgramme of work and

estimates ofits income and expenditure for the following year.

Fund of the
Council

Anbual cstimale
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icgqums and 1 7 1_'7..—(1) The Board shall keep proper accounts _-and records of the
" 2 Council. ' - L
3. 2) 'lhc accounts oi the Council shall be auditad ot later than 6
4  monthsatthe u1d of cach hmncnal year by auditors. appmnted from the Jistand
5 in accordance with the guidelines supplied by thc Auditor-General of the
6 Fedefétion by thie Council andshall inciudé in suéh_ report, a copynf"thc-audil;éd _
7 accounts and the auditor's repor; t otthc, Council,
Anntial report & 18.-( DT ha, Council shall pu,pan, and. Stibmli to thu President: lhmu;ia
9 the Minister an annual rcport-uf its activities not Tater Lhan 30th June of each
10 year and such réport shall include a copy of the auc!_ited accounts and the
11 '"mditersra,p@rtof the Council. | _ .
12 (2) The Councﬂ shall not later than ?Olh Scptc,mbu al each ymr
13 submit to-the President through the Minister, an annual -1'cpm'i of cach oi-:l_ls
14 subsicdiary bod:cs for the preceding year. ' : '
Disposal of 15 19. The Board may invest any surplus Funds of t!u, Couneil in profit-
surplus funds ‘
' 16  yiclding ventures, notwithstanding thc power ot'the Counc;l, the President mcsy
17 issue to the C.ouncii directives as he thinks :neccssdry for the disposai'o{' any
18 surplus {und‘; inthe Council.” ' .
.1-9 PART VI - Ml'-,( u LANEGOUS
Powerto borrow 20 20.~(1) The Council may, tal{e loan or overdrall or such sums as.may
s 21 bc.u,qmred for lhu pu[or mance of its funchmm underthisBill..
22 7 (2) The Council shall not, without the approval of'the President, tal\c
23 luanomv—erdraﬁ'whlchcxceeds,atanyimw,ﬂ%iumtse,ibyihc President.
24 (3) Notwithstanding subsercl:ian'-(').} of this scctiﬁn, where the sum to
25 be borrowed is in foreign éurrcnc’:y, the Cdunci! ‘shall not borrow the sum
26 wnhout prior approval of the President. ' '
B 27 (4) For the purposes of l}m suchon alty mamy barrowed by th
28  Council from any of its subsidiaries shal! be dtsrc_gardcd.
Ppi;,\reﬂn acegpt 29 21.-(1) The Council may accepl gilis of f land. money or other
. 30

property, on such terms and conditions if any, as may be sprcified by the person
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T orer ggamzmtmn makmg, r the glft _
(2)The Council shallnot accept 4 'my glft n" the wnd:tlons altachcd

by the person or o;gamzatmns makmg the gift are mcon31stent wnth 1hv.'

ohject afihls B;lI

22. The Minister may pive tothe Council, directives ofa general
character relating .to the polu;ws and functmns of the Councri and the
Council shall cmnrp'ly with any ';ii';'ectivés given liy the Minister_that isinthe
‘ best mtcrestof the Council. 7 | | 7
- 23.- (1) No smt shall be wmmenced against the Counctl bef ore. the

expiration o{' a period of one month aftcr written notice of mtcntlon to

commence the suit have been served on the Counml
(2) T hc nouu. shall spccn"y the Plaintift or hlS Agent and clcar]y
state the:
_ ('1} causeof action;
(b) pamcu fars of the clalms
" (c)name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff; and |
(d) the relief sought in the claim. |

*{3)The notice referred to in subsection (1) of this section in refation

to any summons, notice or other document required. or authorized to be -

sc_rved oi1 the Councilunder the provision of this Bill or airy other enactment
or law, may be served by: - -
(@) delivering same to thc Director-General, or
{b)sending it by registered post addressed to the Du ector-General
at the head olfice of the Council.

(4) In any action or suit against the Council, no execution or

attachment or process of any dature thereof, shall be issued against the

Council, but any sum of money which may, by thejudgmen't of the court, be

paid from the general reserve of the Council.

24.-(1) In any action or suit against the Council, no execution or

attachment of process shall be issued against the Council unless, not less

C 3893
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I than three months' notice of the intention to execute or attach has been given to
2 the Council. - 7
3 (2) Any sum of money, which by the judgment of any court, has boen
4 awarded against the Council shall, subject to any direction given by the court;
3 Where notice of appeal against the judgment has beerrgiven, be paid from the
6 fundofthe Council.
Indemnity 7 7 25, Members of the Board, Director-General or cm'p.loyee of the
8  Council shall be indemnified out of the assets of thé Council -against ény
9 proceedings brought against him in his capacity as a member of the Board,
10" Director-General, officer or employee of the Council, where the act
11 complained of is not ultra vires his power ‘
Repeal, savings 2 26.-(1) The Raw Materials Research and ]f)c:velopmém Couwneil (Cap
and l_mlnsilin')nui
provision 13 R3LFN,2004)Act, is hereby repealed, _ _
14 (2) Any person who at the commencement of this Bill was a member
15 of stafl of an employee of the Raw Materials Research and Devclopmem
16 Council, shail as from the commencement of this Bill become a member of
17 lstaﬂ‘* or employee of the Council with the status, rank, designation and
18 functions which corresponds to which pertainéd to him as a member of'staff ar
19 employceofthe Raw M aterials Rescarch and Development Council,
20 {3y All asscts, rights, liabilitios and obiigatimls which i’méncdiétcly
21 . before the commencement’ of this' Bili-_ were assets, righis; Ii.ai-ai!itics a_nd
72 obligations of the repealed Act, shall by virtue of this Bill, ﬁc taken over by the
3 C{).unci.l. ,
Pawer to make 24" 27, The Council may with the approval of the Minister, make
Regulations : - - .
25 Regulations to prescribe:
26 " {a) methods of payments into.the fund of the Council by private
27 - sector; - 7 .
28 (b)the feestobe paid for services rendered by the Council; and
29 . (c) .geﬁerally for the purposes of carrying ouf or givin'g full efi‘t':ct to
30

the provisions ofthis Bill
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28.-(1) Amember of the Board or the Director-General or any other

-officers of the Council shall:

(a) not, for his personal gain, make use of any information which
has come to his knowledge in the exercise of his power or is obtained by him
in the ordinary course of his duty as amember of the Board or as a Director-
General Ol"lOf'f’iCGi' ofthe Council;

(b) treat as confidential any information, which has come to his

" knowledge in the exercise of his power or is obtained by him in the

performance of his duties under this Bili, and

(c) not disclose any information referred to under paragraph (b) of

this subsection, except when required to do so by a court or in such other
circumstances as may be prescribed by the Board from time to time,

(2)Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection (1) of

this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not

less than N 100,000.00 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or
10 both such fine and imprisonment.
28. Inthis Bill, unless the context otherwise requires:

"Council" means the Raw Materials Rescarch and Development Council

 established under section 2 of this Bill;

"Board" means the governing Board of the Council established by section 2
ofthis Bill; '

"Chairman” means the Chairman of the I%oard ofthe Council;

"Fund" meaﬁs the fund of the Council as established under section 15 of this
Bill;

"Local raw .material" means any mﬁpmccssed or processed material
indigenous to Nigeria that can be L:mwerted by manufaclure, processing or
combination into a new and useful product, |

"Member" means a member of the Board which includes the Chairman;

"Minister" means ministerresponsible for Science and Technology;

"The President” means the President, Commander in Chief of the Armed

Duty of secicey

Interpretation
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1 Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria;

2 "Public Serviee” has the meaning assigned to it by the Constitution of the
3 Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999; (Cap C23)

4 "Subsidiary™ means a semi-autonomous corporate body, with its management
5 commitiee supervised by the Ccunci]f;

Short title 6 28. This Bill may be cited as the Raw Materials Research and

7 Development Council Bill, 2017,

8 SCIEDULES

9 Section 3(4)
10 SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE BOARD

1t Proceedings of the Board

12 1. Subject to this Bill and to section 27 of the Interpretation Act
13 (which provides for the decisions of a statutory body to be taken by a majority
14 of'the members of the body and for the person presiding to have a second or
15 casting vote), the Board may make standing orders regulating the proceedings
16 of the Board and an)' committee thereof. o

17 2. Every meeting of'the Board shall be presided over by the Chairman
18 orifthe Chairman isunable to attend a particular meeting, them embers present
15 atthe meeting shall elect one of their member to preside at that meeting.

20 3. The Board shall meet not less than four times in each year an-
21 subject thercto, the Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by |

| 22, Chairman; and if the Chairman is reé[uir&-:d to do 0 by notice given to him b

23 npotless than three other members, he shall summon 4 meeting ol the Board to
24 beheld within fourteen days from the date on which the notice is given,

25 4. The quorum of the Board shall consist of the Chairman {or, in an
26 appropriatc case, the person presiding at the meeting pursuant to paragraph 2 of
27 - this Schedule) and six other members and the quorum of uny committee of the
28 B:oard shall be detehnined by the Board.

29 5. Where the Board desires to obtain the advize of =ny surson on a
30 particular matter, the Board may co-opt him as a member for such period as it
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deems fit; buta pcrson whoisa membm by virtue of this subwpazﬂagrapl1 shall -

not be entitled to vote at any mectmg of the Board cmd shall 11ot count

towards the quorum.,

6. Notwithstzinding anything in the foi‘egoilfg previsionas of this.

paragraph, the first meeting of the Board shall be summoned by the Minister,
Committee

“7.-(1) Subject to-its standing orders, the Board may appoint one or

niore cominitiees to carry out on behalf of the Board such ofits functions as

the Board may determine.
(Z) Every committee appointed under the provisions of sub-
paragraph (1) of this Paragraph, shall consist of such number of persons (not

necessarily all members of Board) as may be determ ined by the Brard and a

person other than a member of the Board shall hold offize on the committec

inaccordance with the terms ofhis appointment,

(3)A decision of a commitiee of the Board shall be of no effect until

~itis confirmed by the Board?

Miscellaneous

8. The fixing of'sea! of the Council shall be authenticated by the

- signature of the Director-Genleral and any other staff authorized generally or

specially by the Board to act for that purpose.
9. Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a
person not being a body corporate, would not be required to be under seal

may be made or executed on behalf of the Council by the Director-General

- orany person generally or specifically authorized by the Board to aét for that |

purpose.

10. Members of the Board shall be paid such remuneration or

allowances as may be approved from time to time by the Pr{e_sidéﬁt,

“

I1. The validity of any proceedings of the Board orofacemmitiee

thereof shall not be adversely affected by:

(1j any vacancy inthe membership of the Board;
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(2) any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or
committee; or

(3) rcason that a péll'son not entitled to do so, took part in the
proceedings.

12. Any member of the Board and any person holding office on a

committee of the Board, who has a personal interest in any contract or

arrangement entered into or proposed to b considered by the Board or a

committee thereof ‘shall i’oi"thw'i'th_-'disi‘:lo'senhi—s interest to the Board or

commitiee and shal] not vote_;_\on‘“gng.ﬁguérsti.oriif refating to the contract or
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. {This note fz’oe 10! form arl ¢ f the above Bill but iintended fo
vy .
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& explain its purpm i) =
This Bi!_l':sceks to (répeal and re-enact the Raw Materials Research and
Deve]‘éiﬁnmnt Council Act Cap. R3 LFN, 2004) and to enact the Raw Materials
Rescarch and Development Council, 2017 to develop local raw materials and

co-ordinate rescarch efforts (,specmlty in rcl'mon to raw materials acquisition,

" exploitation, conservation and development.



