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[HB. 17.10.1206]

of-

ABILL
FOR

AN A(,'} To MAKE PROV!SION Fox Tug PREVENTION OF FIRE HAZARDS

AND THE SAI‘LGUARD OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY FROM FIRE DNASTER
ANDFOR RELATED "MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon, Ochrglegor ]dagba _
o

BE IT ENACTED by the Natioﬁal Assembly of the Federal
Republlc of Ni gerla-

1.-()A developer applymg for a development permlt from the
authority to dcvelop any land shall i 1ncorp0rale mto the plan ofthe building a
fire safety device,

@A developet of anew bmldmg shall before or at the time of

submitting lhe bmldmg plan to the authonty havmg power io approve the
plan under any Act, Law or Bye-Law, submlt to the fire ofﬁcer in the state
where the bmldmg i3 to be developed two copies of the plan incor poratmg_

the fire safety dwwe

3) thre thc plan mcorporatmg the F ire safety dewce is 111 respect

(a) aresldpntlél buildillg; or

(b) a commercial building; _

 the fire officer, within 3 months of the receipt ofthe building plan, shall-

(i) examine the fire safety device incorporated inthe building plan,

and

(ii) if he is satisfied that the building plan meets the requirements ..

setoutin this Bill, issue a certificate to the appllcant

(4) If al‘tc1 due examm'ltlon of the bmldmg plan, the hre officer is

“of Lhe opinion that it does hot meet the requir ements of this section, he may

refuse to issue a certificate to the apphcant stating the reason for his refusal,
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THYE D
Alteration of
“building plan to
incorporate fire
safety device

Provision of

functional five
safety devices
in the building

Offence

e

2.-(1) The alteration of any existing building is unlawful unless-

ﬁl ineh A . o
(&) the develope aﬁ-em&)ni’a‘erated in the plan of the building, as

2 (R

30 eltered, afiresafety device; ¥y
4 . (b) two copies of the bttltdtng plan as atterect ne:ve lg:een su}gmltted to
5 it Rl Sticer i ch“ "stﬁ-.e{wn%;: eAthe btlt[dln; to be salteredi 1: ‘s;tnete for
6 g 'be'xﬁinmtatmn anc'i él[)ptoxiql by théﬁufliéfii& \' ' o
7 (23 Where the building plan that ;neets the 1eﬂqulf121nent‘s set out in
8 Subsectton (1) a}) of th1s' éee on 1; 1n respect oitg‘in residential or commercial

9 bmldmg, the ﬁre ofﬁcel shall wrthln 3 months of the lecespt of the building
10;5.-, 'plan- Voo stdprer o eyt onhoal A

- 1 (a) examine the f re safety dev;ce incor pomted m the bulldlng p]dn as

f 12':"i'a1tered and e | o
13" (b) issue a cerllf cate 0 the developel whele he is sattstlec.l that the
14 bm dmgphn meets the 1equlrcments setout unde1 tins B]ll
5 (3) If aﬂer due examlnatton of the bmldmg plan the f‘ ire of’ﬁcer is of
16" ’ the oplnlon that the bu1ldmg plan does not meet the requ trements set out in thls
17" sectlon hem ay 1efuse to issue a certlﬁcate to the appllmnt statln g the reasons
18" forlus refusal. ' B
19 3 (1)Abu11cl1ng shall be eqmppcd wnh funetlonal i’ ire safety éevwes
2" for the effective control ofz ﬂny fire outbreak. } ’
21 (2) 1t is not a defence fora developcr under thls sectton to chnn that
22 thebuildingwas deve]opcd before the commencement of thls B111
23 (3)The fire safety devices mc[ude- o
24 (a) 51gnpost ‘ o
25" (b) ﬁ:e extmguashei
20 (c) Iandmg V'tlve
27 (d) Spl mk]el "nnd
28 (e) enlergency ex1st ' .
29 4, -(1) Whe1e the prowsmns ol" tlns Bﬂl or the COHdltiOllS Stlpu]ated in
30

;‘cer‘uﬁcd[e 1ssued under this Btll hwe been contrwened by-

b o [
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propnsed alteratton and

' ofthe btu]dmg as attel ed

;butldmgplan B

(a) Ehe developer or

=

(b) any archltect engmeei or sur veym employecl by htm t:o carry

been obtamed the petson commits an of] fence and is Ilable on convtctlon to-

(i)afinenot exceedmgN]O 000
(i) i :mprlsonment foratermnot exceedmg 6 months or
(iii) both fine and imprisonment, ' o

(2) Whére' the offence has contihttea one year from the date of

| discharge of the penalty, the Sentence sp\.cn‘“ ed in Sectmn 4 (1), shall be

1mp0sed for ever y year the otfence contmues untll the breac his termmated

(A devc]oper or any archttect en gmeer or surveyor employed by

him to Larty out buzldmg works on any bulldmg is not gmlty of an dffence
i und<31 this Bil zf he pr oves that at thc, time the building gwork was camed out,
o he did not kniow fmd could not reasonably have knowrz that the wark was

caried ot in contravention of any plOV]SlOﬂ of thts B[H or the telms of a

certificate issued under this Bill, SR 2
(‘t) If, after the issue ofa certlﬁcate the apphcant seeks to make
astr uctuml aIteratlon to a btuldm g he shall— l

(a) apply in wuttng to the ﬁre ofﬁcer mfotmmg h]m 0[' the

TR S

(b) subjwt to Sectmn 2 of‘ thts Bt]l 'tttach o the ’lpphC'ltIOtl the plan

(2) The fire ofﬁccr w1thm 1 month of the 1et,elpt Gf thc documents .

as stated in Subsectton (1)

(1) shall examine the ﬁre safety devwe incor 301 ated in the a]teled

Ty
el ._.(u,. !

) R Iy R PT TRIT S I HETIR Y Rt
. (¢) if after examining the tatttld11]g plan as altered, he is of the

out bu1ldmg W(n'ks in rehtlon to any btuldmg fm whlch a cert1ﬁcate has -

Structural
glteration
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opinion that it does not meet the requirements of this Bill may refuse to issue
the certificate to the app] icant statm g the reasons for h isrefusal.
6 An apphcatlon for a certifi cate undel thlS Bill may Le made by the
. developel or any other person auth(n ized by hlm in wrltmg
T All fees payable fora CGItlFC’lf.B under this Bill shall be paid to the
fire se1v1cc, ofﬁce in lhe stale where the land to be dwc]oped or the existing
bm[dmg is 51tuate

8.-(1) After the issuance ofa certificate, the fire officer may authorise

' ~in writing any of his officers to enter and inspect any building and any

certificate issued under this Bill, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
provisions of this Bill or the terms of the certificate issued under it, have been

complied with.

(2) (a) The monitoring unit of the development authority while -

conducting routme mspectlon of buildings within the arca shall in "lddltlon 1o
1hur powers, have the power to request, for slghtmg and examlmtmn a
certificate trom-

(i)the developer' or

{(ii) any archiiect, engineer or cont: actor retained by him.

) thre a developer fails to produce for s1g,htmg and examination
the certificate as requesteci, the development authotity in the area shall serve
him with a written notice directing that the worl.c sh.all stép.

(3) Before entering into any building, an authorized officer shall
produce a written letter of authority duly signed by the ‘ﬁre officer in the
locality where the building is sitate. |

(4)y A person who willfully i;ltex'fe;-es o.r obstructs an authorized
officer from exércising the pm&er of entry under this section commits an
offcncc, and is liable on conviction to-
| (a)afine nolcxccedmgNlO 000; _

(byimpr isonment fora term not exceeding 6 months; or

(¢) both {ine and imprisonment.
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1 {5) A person who, in a purported compliance with the provision of

2 this Bill, produces or makes use of a document whigh he_}cnows to be false in

3 amaterial particular, commits an offence and is liable on conviction to-

4 (a) a fine not exceeding N 10,000,

5 _ {b)imprisonment fora term not exceeding 6 months; or

6 {c) both fine and imprisonment. ‘

7 9. The fire officer shall keep aregister of all certificates issued 10 Register
8 . applicants under this Bill. '

9 10. The Minister shall, immediately after the commencement of  peaylations

10 this Bill, issue guidelines as to-

11 (a) the fees payable for a certificate; and

12 {b} any other matter pertaining to the issuance of certificates under

13 this Bill.

14 11. Inthis Bill- Interpretation
15 "applicant” means a developer of any building, or any persen whom he may

16 auythorize in writing;

17 "Certificate” means a fire safely compliance certificate;

18 "Commercial building" means a building where commercial activities are

19 carried out;

20 Developer” includes the owner ofan existing building;

21 "Existing building" means any building of which the roofing has been

22 completed before the commencement ofthis Bill;

23 "[ire Officer” means the Chief Executive of the Nigerian Fire Service ora

24 State Fire Service;

25 "Minister, means the Minister charged with the responsibility for works;

26 "New building" means any building of which at the commencement of this

27 Bill-

28 (a) the development authority is yetto approve its building plan; or

29 (b) the actual erection above its footing or supporting concrete has

30 nof begun;
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1 "Owhner" means-

(a) any person in whose name the certificate of occupancy of a
building is issued; or
(b) any person wha receives the rent due on the building.

Citation 12. This Bill may be cited as the Fire (Hazard Prevention and

[ N R S T v

Safeguard) Bill, 2017.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to ensure the mandatory inclusion of functional fire safety

.gadgets info building plan by the dcf,velo'pér before approval and issuance of

certificate




