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A BILL
FOR

AN ACE To AMEND an I“FDERAL CIIARAC"I ]:R COMMI‘SS]ON Am CAP 7,

LFN 2004 TO PROVIDE FORTHE ESTABL]S] IMEN ) OF l*LDLRAL CHARACTER
ll{IBUNAI. FOR IHE PROSE(‘UTION OF VIOLATIONS OI TIIE FEDERAL
CH [ARACT FRACT AND I“OR RELATED Mm TERS :
Sponsor ed by Hrm Oc/".rz,g!e,go.' Idagbo
| ENAC_T ED by the Natioﬁal A.ssembly of the Fe.da.rai Republie of
ngei ia as follows: o o :
1. The FedemlCh’uacLerAct Cap. F7, Laws of the Tcderauon of
ngmm 2004 (hercinafter referred to as “the T’unmpalAct”) ‘
2. The Pringipal Act is amended by inserting a new Section 15At0
read as follows: | . -
“Establishment of the Federal Character Conﬁnission T ri'sunéi.
15A.~(1) There shall be estﬁ'blished 2 tl‘ibuﬁal to be lknown as
Federal Character Commission Tribunal which shali consist of ﬁ Chairman
and t\%fo other persons. | |
(2) The Chairman shall be a person who has held or is qualified to
hold office as a Judge of a superior court of record in ng,um and shall
receive SULh remuneration as may be prescrlbed by Iaw
{3} The Chairman and members of the Federal Character Tribuual
shall be appoinied by the President in accordance with the recommendation
ofthe National Judicial Council, |
(4} The National Assembly may by law confer on the Federal
Character ‘Iribunal such. a._ddil;iona.l pawérs as may appear to it to be
necessary to enable it more effectively tb__ discharge the functions conferred

onit inthis Schedule,
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16. (1) The tenure of office of the staff of the Federal Character

Tribunal shall subject to the provisions of this Code, be the same ag that

pr 0v1ded forinr espect of officers in the civil serwce ofthe Federation:

(2) The power to appoint [11@ Sf.’lff of th(, Tedeml Character Tr ibunal

and to exermsc disciplinary contm] over lhcm shall vest in the members of the
: ]"edx:ml Chalactel Tribunal ahd shall bc exelclsab[e iy accordance with the

provisions ofan Act cfthe Natlona[ Assembly enacted in that behalf,

17.(1) Subject to the provisions bf this paragraph, a persos laolding
the office of Chairmen or membcl of lhe Fedclal Ch'u'lCtEi Tr 1bunal shall

vacate his office when he attaitis the agc of seventy yeal s.

(2) A person who has he]d orﬁce a5 Gha]rman or member of the
Federal Character Tribunal fm & pel 10d of not less than ten years shall, 1f hc

retires at the age of seventy ymrs be entltled to pensson for life at a rate o :

equwale_nt to his ia_st annual salary in ddditlon_ }to vther retirement benefits to

- which he may be entitled.

L(3)A person holding the offiée 6F’Chéil’1ﬂéﬂ or member ofthe Federal

- Character Tribunal shall notbe remeved Ti Qn ]11s office or appomtmem by the

“President except upon an addxess suppm wd by two thllds major 1ty (jf‘ each
House csP the N"Ltwn: IAssembly praym g that Tie bé so removed for mdblhty to- v
dxschqrge the functions ofthe ofﬁce in qucsllon {(whether arising from mﬁrmlty j -

ofmind or body) or for 1msconduct or for contravérition ofthis Code.

(4}A person ho]dm i the Qtﬂce of Chairman or member ofthe I ¢deral

. Character Tribunal shall not be removed from office before retiring age save in

" accordance with the provisions of this Code.

18.(1) Where the Fed.era] Character Tribunal finds a public officer

gu'ilty Powers of 'ccintrwention of z any of the ]ji'ovisions of this Code it shall_

impose upou that c>ff' icer any ofthe pumshments spemﬁcd under sub-paragy dph '

(2) of this paragra '1ph md such other pun:shment as may be prescribed by the
National Assembly.

(2) The punishment which the ‘Fédoral Character Tribunal may
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1 impose shallinclude any ofthe following-
2 o (a) vacation of office or seat in- any lég_islative l;quse, as the case
3 | may be; | ' .
| 4 o (b) disqualification frony me'mbership of a legislative house and
5 from the holding of any public office for a periodnot exceeding ten years:
6 and '
7 (c) seizure and forfeiture to the State-of -émy property acquired in
8 abuse ot corruption ofoffice,
9 (3) The sanctions mentioned in sub pal agraph (2) hereof shall be \
10 without prej udlce tothe penaltles that may be 1mposed by any law where the s
11 conductisalsoa crxmn%al offence
12 (4) Where the Federal Character Tribunal gives a decisidn as 0,
13 Whe'th or not a person is guilty of a contravention of any of the provisions
14 of this Code, an appeal shall lie as of right from such decision or from any
15 Rapishment imposed on such person to the Court of Appeal atthe instance of
1‘6 any party to the proceedings.
17 (5) Any right of appeal to the Court of Appeal fiom the decisions m‘,";
18 the Federal Character Tribunal conferred by subparagraph (4) hereof shall
19 be exercised in accordance with the prov‘isions of an Act of the National
20 Assembly and rules of court for the time being in force regulating the
21 powers; practice #iid i procedure of the Court of Appeal. ’
22 | (6) Nothing in thls ‘paragraph shali pre_]udlce the prosecution of a
23 public officer punished undu this paragraph or plCL]L]dC sucly officer from
24 _ being prosecuted or punished for an offence in e;‘c,{?'urc oflaw.
25 {7} The provisic_j'hs‘of‘ this Cons\titution’relating to prerogative of
26 mercy shall not apply to any piixlaisllllielnt imposed in accordance with the
27 ) p.rovisions ofthis pell'agi'a.pll. T
28 3. '.]f‘hi’siBill may be cited as the F‘é'cliel'é'}l Character Commission Act  ¢jiation
29 (Amendment)Bil,2017. D




C 3760 Federal Character Commission Act (Amendment) Bill, 2017 2017

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
Thls Bill seeks to amend the Federal leactet Commlssmn Actto p1ov1dc for
the estwbllslnnent of Fedenl Chm acter Tr 1buna] saddled with the responsibility

of prosecuting violations of the Federal Character Commission Act and section

14 ofthe 1999 Constitution.



