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ABILL
FOR

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL OFFENDERS
CENTRAL Rl« GISTRY AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
' Sponsarea’ by Hon Ochfglegor Idagbo C
[ ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeriaas follows:
PART | - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL OFFENDERS
CENTRAI RFGIS[RY

1, (]) Thcrc is hereby establlshed a body 10 bc known as. the
National Offenders Registry {in this Act referred to as "The Registry™).

(2} The Registry: ' 7

{a)shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession,

(b) shall have a commeon seal which shall be kept in such custody as

- the Registry may, from time to time authorize; and -

o (c) hiay‘lém and be sued in its cdrporaté nanie.

7 2. The 6bjectives ofthe Registry shall beto:
(a) consult and obtain from Nigerian courts vested with crimin'al
Jjurisdiction data of persons convicted of criminal offence; |

(b) consult and obtain from the Nigeria Prison Service, borstal

“hoines ‘and other remand centres, data-of persons who have served or-are

“serving any term of imprisonment as convicts;

(c} consult and demand from Nigerian missions abroad, police

~ authorities and such other relevant institutions, information and records

relating to Nigerians that have been convicted of criminal offences in other

counmcs or are sc1v111g or have served any tern imprisonment in such

countues

(d) pr ov1de acentral record.of 111f0|mat10n of persons conthed of
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criminal offences whether in Nigeria or in other countries;

(e) formulate, initiate and implement such policics, programmes and

- "mf*asures that will enhance 111f0rmat10n and record- l(eepmg or persons.

‘ conwcted of crlmmal offences wnh a view to havmg and mdmtammg an

efficient and reliable data-base system of criminal records in Nigeria;
(f) do anything which in its opinion may advance the objects for
which the registry is setup.

3.-(1) There is hereby established a board to be known as the

--'_A"management Board for the Reglstry which.. shali,. S‘ubject 10 L]m Act, hwc o

general ontrolofthe Regi stly

(2) The Management Board shall consist oft

(a) Chairman, who shall be retired judicial officer;

(b) One representative each 'of the following:

(i) the Federal Ministry of Justice; ,

. (if) he Federal Ministry of Interior; -~ ©

(iif) Inspectos-General of Police or his nominee not below the rank of
aCdmmissioner of Police; '

(iv) Comptroller-General of Prisons or his nominee not below the
rank of an Assistant Comptrolier of Prison;

(v) ngenanBarAssocmuon and

zones in the country with relevant public service or professmnal experience.
(3) The Chairman and other members shall be appointed by the

President subject to the confirmation of the National Assembly.

4.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a member of the Board
‘:shall hold ofﬁce for four years and shall be ellglble for TE- appomtment for';

_I;another four years except 1f appomted on zonal bas1s under section 3 ) (v1) of

this Act in which case the appointment shall terminate at the end of the first four

years.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section,

(w) Six other members appmnted from each of the six ge0- poht:m] -‘
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- and/or have served or are servmg any term of 1mprtsonment whether in or
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S the Ptje'si‘ciié'fxt:tney at any e ‘reifove 'a‘"ﬁ‘tembér of 'the"'Beetfd, 'i'f‘"ther
2 President is of the opinien that it is not in the National interest or the inferest
3 of the Board for the member to continue in office, and shall notify tha
4 member in writing to that effect.
5 (3} Any member may, in writing under his hand addressed to the
6 R Pre51dentatanyt1me remgnms appomtments
7 ' (4) The of Fice of 'unembe: of the Board shall become vacant 1f
8 | (a) the period of his appointment has expired;
9. {(b) he is guilty of misconduct in his office as a member and a
10 resolution of the Board approves the termination .of his membership; and
11 (¢) e dies, resigns or he is retmoved from office.
. 12 - 5 Seon after the ofﬁce ofa member becomcs vacang the authorlty
13 ‘by whom he Was appomtc.d shall appomt qnother person iti his p]ace in
14 accordance with the provisions of this Act.
15 6. Members of the Board shall be paid out of the moneys at the
16 disposal of the Board such remunerations and allowances the Board shall f’tx
17 ‘ subject to the approval of the Revenue Mobilization and Allocation
18 ; '_Cmnnnssmn - ‘ o _
19 ) 7. The pr ovisions contamed m the schedule to thls Act shall havc Procedure of.
20 effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other matters e fonee
21 contained therein.
22 “PART 11 - FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE REGISTRY
23 8. TheReglstlyshall - 7 Funetions of
R the Registry
24 (a) dwelop and’ evolve an afﬁcient and rehable database of © 0 o
.25 | 1nf0rmat10n of persons convicted of cnmmai offences in and outside
26 Nigeria;
27 7 (b) create a national central register and documentation system
28 capable of receiving and storing information and records relating to all
29 .persons conv1cted in N]gerla or anywhere in the world of cr1mmaI offences
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1 outside Nigeria;
2 (c) promote and undertake research programmes that will enhance its
3 functlons generally o o .
4 | o (d) creaté and mamtam off“ ices in each state of the federatlon and ’Lhe AR
5 Federal Capital Territory of Abuja and in such other places to assist facilitate or
6 enhance its performance of the taslk of ensuring that there exists an efficient,
7  functional and reliable documentation and record keeping procedures of ~
8 criminal records and information in the country;
C9 : (e} halse and collaborats w1th ail relevant 1n<;t1tut10ns (1) acqmre and-_,
.'l 0 hold movable and Immovable properties; .
11 () charge and receive fees and other paymenfé for services rendered
12 tothepublic;
13 {g) receive or accepi gifts from governments and other bodies
14 whether in cash or kind that may enable it 1o efficiently and effectively
15 ;d-ischargc;: its functions in the National iﬁteresl; and
16 {(h) do or cause to be done anything which in itsropin_i{)n may advance
17 theobjects for whichthe Regisiry was setup.
Powers to co-opt 18 9.-(1) The Board may, from time to time, co-opt any person or persons
e 1% not exceeding two in number, to assist the Registry to carry 611t the objects for
20 ,whlch itwassetup under this Act. _ ‘ ‘
i 21 (2)Any pers son ¢o- optedundcl subqectlon (1) of th]s section, may take.
e part in the deliberation of the Board but shall not be deemed a member for this
23 purposeof'voting at a meeting or forming a quoruni.
' Appointment, 24 10.-(1) There shall be a Registrar who shall be appointed by the':
gggl(;tilrle 25  President on the recomirendation of the Minister. |
26, (2) The Board shali not exercise any dlsmplmary control over the
) ‘."27:'.'3."_'RCngtl'ﬂl‘WlthOth the appr oval of 111& Munster o 7. S
28 (3) Subject to the provisions of ¢his Act and the control of the Board
29 over matters affecting the finance of the Registry, the Registrar shall be the
30 Chief Executive of the Registry and shall be charged with the general
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1 . . ‘ responsrbllrty for the day to day runnmg and the management of’ the affm s .
'  2 ofthe Reglstry and mpartloular shall .
.3 (a) be charged with the execution of the policies and decisions of

4 the Board,;

5 (b) keeping proper records of proceedings of the Board; and

6 - (e)the dueotron and control of allother employees

7 . | :;"'(4) The Reglsuar shallhold office .
3 - (a)Foraterniof5 year s and no more, and

9 (b) On such terms and eondrtrons as to emoluments and otherwise

10 as may be specified in hlS letter of appointment.
11 (5) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (I) of this

- 12 . section, the Board may appoint persons as employees ofthe Regrstry erther

o 13 -: -"_ : j: 'tby way ot transfer or secondment from "my of the publrc servrce ofthe States o

14 *orofthe public service of the Federation, may also appoint qualified persons

| 15 as employees of the Registry from the puolic.

16 (6) Service in the Registry shall be approved setvice for the
17 purposes of the Pensions Reform Act and the employees of the Registry
. S8 shall be entrtlod to pensrons gratmtres and other retrrement benef’ tas.
e .prescrrbed inthe Act, ' ' ' |

20 11.-(1) The Reérstry shall establish and maintain 2 fund from Fund of the

21 which shalj be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Registry. Rosiy
.22 {2) There shall be paid and credited to the fund in pursuance section

23. N Ofthls Soctlon
A (a) all moneys as may be granted ta the Reg1stry by the Federal .
25 - 'Govermnent
26 (b) all monies accruing to the Registry by any means mcludmg ‘
27 grants-in-aid, endowments and donations; and
28 (c)all charges, clues, fees or amounts collected and received by the
29 Regrstry . _ '
| (3) AH sums of money YGLBIVGd by the Regrs‘uy as acorumg to it, -
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shall be paid into the Centfal Bank of Nigeria for the creditof the Registry. _
12.-(1) The Registry shall keep proper accounts and shall cause o be

prepared in each year:

(a) a statement showmg the income and expendlture of the Reglstry o

‘ "tor the mlmedlately proceedmg year, and

(b) a statement of the assets and liabilities of the Registry as at the last

E day ofthe immediately proceeding year.

(2) The Registry shall cause every statement prepared under this

section to be audited within six months after the end of the year to which
: .mtcmem relates by audltors appointed ﬁom the listand in 'mcordancc with the -

‘ gmdelmes supy )lxc,d by the Auditor-General of thé Feder c.llOll

13. The Board shall cause to be prepared not luter than st September

“in each year, an estimate of the expenditure necessary to carry out the

programme approved by the Board for the next succeeding year and shail not

later than 31st October in each year submit to the President an estimate of

. _expm(vu e dnd thfuof s 111c,omedul mgthenex[succu,dmﬁ—yf:ar )

i»é The chmry shall prepare and submit to the President once every
year a report on the activities of the Registry during the in nmediately preceding
year and shall include in the report & copy ol the andiied accounts of the
Registry for that year and of the auditor's report thereor.

ParT 111 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

" 15.4(1). The Registry shall upon an application made to it be“a.ny

person, issue or cause to be issued a clearance ceriificate stating among other
things, that the applicant is not a convict and is not serving nor has served any
term of imprisonment nor been indicted for a criminal offence for which he was

found guilty and convicted either in Nigeria or in any other country.

'Hof thlS sectmn shall as far as practlcable be acc‘orded expednmus'

consideration and shall be within a period not exceeding fourteen working days '

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any other Law and

(2) Any dppi:catlon made pulsuant tor the pmwsmu of subs: ction (1) s
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. subject to the provisions of this Act, every person seeking election into any

"7 public office ii;.‘N'igéij_ia‘or-sééki'{ig"é1ﬂpl.oyﬁi611t in'the public service of the

Federation or of any state, shall apply for a clearance certificate pirsuant to

~ the provisions of sub-section (1) of this section.

{4} Non-compliance with the provisions of sub-section (3) of this

section shall invalidate the-c:l-cctioln or employment of any person affected

by thc. provisions ofthlsAct

(5} 1t shall be lavwful for the Reg,lstry to Lm])USL and L-O”CCT. ’ru,s and
other charyes for services rendered i n accordance with the provisions of this
Act an_d in accordance with the regulations made by the Board prescribin_g
such fees and charges. . |

(6) Any regulations made under subsection(s) of this section shall

- be pubhshed in the Federal (ﬂzette

1 6 ln tlns Acl unless the context otherwmc rcqun és: .
"Board" means the management Board of the National Offenclers Central
Registry established under Sectlon_ 3(1)ofthisAct;

"Registry” means the National Offenders Central Registry established

‘under section 1 (1) ofthis Act;
o .~"‘Ch.—nnmn means thf, Lha!l rnan of the Mamwement erd

' "N'ember" means a member of thc Mfmagemem erd cmd inc udes the

chalrm an;
"Reglstry” means the Regmuar of the Registry appomted under section 9 ( 1
ofthis Act;

"PreSIdent" means the Prestdcnt of the Federal Repuhllc of ngerm
"'Mlmstcr mbam; th& mlmstex chdrged Wlth thu 1esponslb1hty for mattus 3
re!dtmgto ﬂw F du al Ministry of Iusuoe '

; "Powe1 " includes, dutms and funct:ons

" 17. This Blﬂ may ‘be cited as the Natmml Oitenders Central

Regisﬁ'y Bill, 2017.

Tnterpretation” . .

Short Title
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SCHEDULE
| Section 3 (3)
1. Subjer:t to tbié Act and sectiorl 27 of the interpretation Act, the
~ Board may make standmg orders regulatin g the proceedmgs of the Board ancl
."-_-any comimitteg therepf : '

[Cap. 123 ]

present at the imeeting shall elect one of their members to preside at the

(or i an approprlate case, the person presrdmg at the meeting pul suant to
13 paragraph 2 of this Schedule) and six other: members
14 . 4. The Board may, on any special occasion, co- opt any person to bea

15  member for as many meetings as may be: -necessary, and that person wblie 80

-16. co—opted shafl have ail the rlghts and privileges of a mamber except that he

T “ Shalln not be entitled to vote orcount towardsa quorum

18 s ‘Committees

19 “5-(1) Subject to its standing orders, the Board may appoint such

20  number of standing and ad hoc committees as it thinks fit fo consider and reimrt.

21 " on any matter with which the Registry is concerned.

';:(1) of thls paragraph shall be presrded over by a member of the Board and shall
24 bemadeup of such number of persons, not necessarily members of the Board,
25 asthe Board may determine in each case, ‘

26 6. The decision of a committee shall be of no effect until it is

- 27 confi rmed by the Board. _ _
P ;7. The ﬁxmg of the seal of the Reglstry shall be authentrcated by lhe'., P

29 -. srgnature of the Chairman and of the Regrstrar of the Registry or such other

30 memberauthorized generally or specially by the Board to act for that purpose.

- 2. Every meeting of the Board shall be preﬁided over by the chairman -

and if the chairman is unable to attend a patticular meeting, the members- -

"'.3 Theg quorum atameehng of the Board shal] consrst of the charrmanf e

(2) every commrttee appomted under the provrs ions of sub-paragraph P
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1 8.". A contract or an instrufne'nt which?. if made bﬁf'a pcrsbn not
- 2 L ) _.:bmng a body corporate would not be requ!red {0 be under seal may bemade o
- 3 e or executed on behalf of the Reglstry by the Regzstrar or by any other| person '
4 _ auth01 ized gcnerally or spec:lﬁcally by the Boardtoact forthat purpose.
5 9. A document purportmg to be a contract, an instrument or other |
.6 document s:gned or sealed on behalf of the Reg:stry shall be received i )
Y A bwdencc and, unless the contrary is proved be p1 esumed wathout furﬂ:er" :
8 }‘;.‘:_‘_‘:praof tohave,beenso sngnedorseaied - _ — : :
9 . 10 The valldity af a pmceedmg of the Board ot of a comrmtiec_ v
- 10 | thereof shall natbeadversely affected:
13 (a)bya vacancy in the membershlp of the Board; '
12 (b) by a defect i m the appomtment of a member of the Board or S
_ 13_:7_ i ..commlttee or N L
}4 _ (c) by feason that a pelson not entltled tc do 50 took paxt m thc i
15 B proceedmg _ '
16 "7 | 1t A -membei; of the Board or comimittes who has a personal '
'17_' [inferest in:,-a contract or ari‘arraﬁgement ente;gij'into or proposed to be
18, 7' considered by the Board or committec sha'll fOrmWitﬁ disclese his interest to .

LNR

- cantractm_ angemem LT T

BXPLANAT ORY NO I' E

This Bill seeks to establish al\iational Offenders Central Reglstx} o provide.

for the estabiishment of a Central registry with ,regmd to the collation and

storage of criminal information and records for theécountry.

S _'--,the Board or. commlttee and shall not votc on any qucstum relaimg to the







