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L AND THE LEGAZ PRACTITIONERS RESPECTIVELY, SETTING OF STANDARDS -

ABILL
FOR

AN ACT TO REPEAL AND RE-ENACT THE LEGAL EDUCATI oN ACT, Lyt
AND THE LEGALV PRACTITIONERS ACT, 1975 RESPECTIVELY AS A
CONSOLIDATED ACT T BE NAaMED TIIE LEGAL EnucATION AND LEGAL
PRACTITHONERS {CONSOLIDATION Evc.) BILL WiTH NEW PROVISIONS TO

MOD’ERN AND EFFECTIVE APPROACHES TO REGULATE LEGAL EDUCATION

AND CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PERSONS SEEKMNG TO ENTER AND REMAIN
I THE LEGAL PROFESSION AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Swonsored by Hom. Yokubn Dogarna
[ 1
o EN,AETED by the Natmnal Aﬂssemb]y nf the F edemi Rﬂpubiuc of

- ',".-‘ngvzna a8 ‘fﬁ' ]BWB-

& om w1 &

PART A - LEGAL EDUCATION
1.4(1) There shall be a body o be known as the Council of Legal

Education (hersafler in this Bill referred to as "the Council ") which sivall be

abody -curpmm’ﬁe with perpetual succession and a comeon seal.

{2} T;hae Cmmcﬂ shall ?naw res p(mmba hty as follows-

(a) scutmg standards and defﬁermmmg fhe criteria for ﬂm ]cga]
education of persons seeking to become members of the legal profession as
the regulatory Body that sefs the examinations for persons seeking to qualify
as inembers of the legal profession;

(b) seiting standards for the mguiaﬁmn of the -ﬁ-mimﬂum of

‘legal profession;

{c) accreditation of the academic law programmes of all

 universities within Migeria.

{dy cnsure the mclusion of clinical legal education courses as

G 3257
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mandatory courses in the curriculum of legal education in Nigeria;
(e) ensure that persons seeking to become members of the legal

profession undertake three mandatory pupillage/’intemship during their

: undergraduate studies, as part of the requirements prior to undertal(mg the_

' 'quahfymg examinations of the Councﬂ and a six momhs puplllage aﬁer A

successful completion of Council's examination; and

(f) ensure that every Faculty of Law of Nigerian university adheres to
the prescribed admission quota and classroom law lecturer to student ration of
1:40.

2.-(1) The Councﬂshall congist of- 7 o L

(@a Chairperson to be appmnted by the Federal Executive Council
upon-the recommendation of the Attorney-General of the federation;

(b) Twelve Attorneys-General, two from gach geo-political zone of
Nigeria on a rotational basis or, where there are no Attorneys-Gensral, thé

Solicitors—General from the representatives States of each of the geo-political

(c) a representative of the National Universities Commission (o be
appointed by the Executive  Secretary of the National Universities
Comumission;

(d) Six Deans of accredited Faculties of Law of universities, one frmﬁ

cach geo-political zone on a rotational bams the head-of the faculty of law of :

' 'rany recogmsed university in ngena whose course of legal studies is approved .

by the Council as sufficient qualification for admission to the Nigerian Law
School; _
(e) the president of the Nigerian Bar Association and eight other

members of the-Ni gerian Bar Association on arotational basis;

(f) the Chair persons of the ‘%cmte and House of Replesentatweq o

- Commlttces onlLegal and Judscuuy respectwely,

(g) upon the date of commencement of this Act which signals the

repeal of the Nigerian Law School, the person occupying the position of
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DIrectcn -General of the ngerlan Law Schooi shall be desngnatéd as the

Secretal v of the Councilor any other person that the Council shall deem fitto
appoint; and

(h) two persons who must be authors of published Jearned worke in
fhe field of law, to be appointed by the Attorney-General of the Federation.

(2) A person appointed as Chairperson of the Council shall, unless

 he prewously remgns or is removed from ofﬁce hold ofﬁce for fou1 years

* andshalion ceasing to hold office be ehglble for reappomtment

(3) A person appointed a member of the Council pursuant to
paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of this section shall, unless he previously

resigns or is removed from office, hold office for four years and shall on

ceasmg to hold office be eligible for rmppomtmcnt

may reoulate its own pmcedure and the validity of any proceedings of the
Couneil shall not be affected by any defect in the appointment of any
member, or by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the
proceedings.

(5) The Councﬂ shalk havc power to do such thmgs as it COIlSldGiS

B R "expedwnt for the pu1pose of performmg 1ts functlons but no remuncratlon' o

shall be paid to any member of the Council in respect of the office such a
person holds.
3. The Council shall in addition to the fanction conferred on it by

section 1 (2) of this Act have responsibility for those matters in respect of

wed whlch before the- commencement of this Act, the Nigerian Instlmte for

e Contmum g Legal Educatmnhad respons]blhty

4. Subject to this Act, the Attor ney—General ofthe F edcratson may
give the Council directions ofa general character with regard to the exer cise

by the Council of its functions and it shall be the duty of the Council to

. comply with such directions.

(4) The quoruim. 6t the Councll shall be ten persons and the Council

Transfer and
vesting of the
functions of the
Nigerian Instituie
for Continuing

- Legal Education
uperi the Councit

Attorney-General
of the Federation
to give generai
directions {o the
Council :
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5. Aperson shall be entitled to have a qualifying - certificate issued to
him by the Council stating that he is qualified to be called to Bar if-

{a)sucha person is a citizen of Nigeria;

{h) where such & persen is wot a citizen, such a person hag abt&mned a.

7 Vahcﬁ visaorresidence perm:xt issued in comph&nce Wlth the T, gratmm Act

{b} he has, except where the Conncil otherwise directs, successfisily
completed a course of practical training at a Faculty of Law of a Nigerian
University which (including the time spent in taking the examination to be

administered and regulated by the Coumeil at the end but excluding any interval

“hetveen the eonclusion of the examination and the anmouncement of the results

- thereof) lasted fora pﬁfﬁéd fixed by the Coumcil as an academic vear.

6.-(1) Without prejudice to section 2 {5 of this Act, the Council may
appeint such officers and servants as ase deemed necessary by the Couneil for
the proper discharge of its fumetions under this Act, upon such terms and

ammtmﬂs of service as the Council may determine: Provided ﬂwat mta& r.md

- 'smles af salary and other emoluments Eelmamg o any stich amppamﬁmem or 77

employiment shall be comparable wnm those prevailing in Nigerizn
mEEversities,
{Z} For purposes of administration, invigilation and grading of i#ts .

examination, The Council shall emgage the services of all the staff of the

Nigerian Law School as presently constitwted under the headship of the

Biré’ctmr-ﬁeﬁémh,—ﬂw Couneit ghadi é&epli@y the staff of the Nigmﬁm 'Law .

Schoof as presently constifuted fo Faculties of Law of waiversities within cach
geo-politicat zone for the purposes of teaching, administration and erading of
the Council examinations, such staff shall be paid 2 remwneration in

accordance to their current rank in accordanee with extant Eules of the Federal

Civil Service.

{B}Na pémdﬂ shall be appointed as Sceretary to the Conncil uniess-
{2} such a person is the holder or a former holder of the office not

below the rank of Associate Professoy of Law in a Faculty of Law of 2 Nigerian



et b -_'_',_,umv&rsny, or

(b} aholderofa Doctm of Ph Llosophy (PhD} in law degree and '
{e) such a person is a legal practitioner who had 011 the date of
application, or had at any time prior o that date” been in active legal practice

foruot less than fen years.

7.1} The Federal Civil Service Commission may by order Officers appointed

S by the Council ]
T ,pubhshect in the Federai Gﬂzette declare the ofﬁce of any ofﬁcer or servant - ;‘}“ﬂ‘;d fo benetit .. -
. . rom rensweng.

Reform Act, 2014-

2017 Legal Practitioners Bill, 2017 C 3261
i

Q 7 ' .mented by the COmeﬂ under thls Act a pensmnabfe office for the
9 ~ irposes of the Pensions Reform Act.
it (2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4) of this section, the Pensions
|3 Reform Aet, 2014 shall in its applications by virtue of subsection (1) of this
12 section to any office, hwe effect as if the office were i the pubhc serwce of
x 13 : : "—thc Federatmn w;thm the meaﬂmg af the Constitution of the Federal -
14 Reépublic m? N]germ 1999 (as amended).
15 (3)For the purpeses of the application of the Pensions Reforms Act
16 in accordance with subsection {2} of this section:
17 (a) paragraph (1) of section 7 of that Act (which confers power to
- 18 . waivethe reqmrement to give notice of desire to retire) shall have effect as if
- 19‘ - '_ for fhe references- to the: Miinister there were substituted reference to the
20 Council;
21 {b) the power under section % (1) of the Act to require an officer to
22 retire at any fime after attaining the age of forty-five shall be exercisable by
23 the Council and not by any other anthority,
- 24 R ) Noﬂnng in the taregamg prowsmns shall prevent the
25 - appomlmem of aperson to any ofﬁce on te1ms wh:ch preclude the graut ofa
26 pension or gratity in respect of service in that office.
27 (5) Any order made under the Legal Education (Pensions) Act,
28 1965 in respect of offfees constituted by the Council before the

28 . commencement of this Act shall continue to have effect in accordance with
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its terms as if made by the Commission in exercise of powers conterred by this
section.

8.-(1) There shall be paid to the Council out of moneys Expenses

- provided by the Federal Government such sums by way of grant or loan asthe -

Federal Govemment rﬁéy from time to time determine.

' (2) Any loan’ to the Council of moneys provided by the TFederal
Government shall be made on such terms as may be determined by the Minister
inthe Government of the Federation responsible for finance.

(3) The said Minister shall make regulations as to the keeping of .

.. accounts -and reeofds by the Colmcilor by an officer of the Council, with -

respect to sums paid to the Council out of moneys provided by the Federal
Government and fees collected by the Council from students undertaking its
examination, and as to audit of the accounts; and the regulations shall provide

for the submission in every year of a copy of the accounts to the Federal

Executwe Councﬂ

S 9 All fees collected: by the Councnlfmm the stirdents. undertdkmg its A-
examination shall be pald into the Treasury Single Account (TSA) and the
Treasury of the Government of the Federation and shall form part of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation. '

10.-{(1} This Bill may be cited as the Legal Education and Legal

- Practltmners (Consohdatlon efc. )Brll _ 7
o (2) The' Legai Educatmn Act 1976 is hereby repealed and the"

 following other enactments, thatis to say-

(a) the Legal Education (Pensions) Act 1 965;
(b) the Legal Education (Amendment) Act 1970;
(c)the Legal Education (Amendment) Act1973 and

(d) the Legal Educatmn (Amendment) Aet 1974, are 11&;0 heleby, : A

consequenhaily, repealed

(3) The repeal of the enactments specified in subsection (2)of this

section shall not affect. any rules, orders, regulations or-other instruments made
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.. under any of the enactments repealed and such rules, orders, regulations or

" other instrumients shall continue to have effect as if made under the

corresponding provisions of this Act.
PART B - LEGAL PRACTITIONERS

11.-(1) There is established a body to be known as the General

- Council of the Bar (hereinafter in this Act referred to as "the Bar Council")

~ which. shai! be C]]dl‘g(:‘d with the ganeral management of the affairs of the

u;_.,cuan Bar Assomatlon (sub_]ect to any hmltations for the time bemg
arovided by the constitution of the association) and with any functions
conferred on the council by this Act or that constitution, There is established
the Nigerian Bar Association.

{2) The Bar Council shall c’onsist of- .

presxdent of the councli

{(b)the Attorneys-General of the States; and

(c) twenty members of the association.

{3) The persons mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of this
section shall- ‘

:‘:.(a-) be elected to s‘érve ori the Bar Council at elections in whiéh'all
members 6f the association are Ver.ltitled to vote in such manner as inay be
provided by the constitution of the association; and

{b) hold office for such period as may be determined by or under
that constitution, and not less than seven of those persons shall be legal

pracutloners ofnot 1ess thanten years standing,

Y] The quorum of the Bar Counc;l shalI be eight, and the councll -

may make s‘sandmg orders regulatmg the procedure of the council and,

" subject to the provisions of any such orders, may regulate its own

~ proceedings; and no proceedings of the council shall be invalidated by any

vacancy in the membership of the council, or by the fact that any person tool

_part in the proceedings who was not entitled to do so.

. Establishment

of Bar council

(d) the Attorney General of the Federatlon who shall be the B
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PracticeasaLegal Practitioner

12.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person shall be entitled
to practise as a barrister and solicitor if, and only if, the name of such a person is
ontheroll ‘

@ |

(&) an application under this subsection is made to the Chief Justice of
Nigeria by or on behalf of any person appearing to him to be entitled to practise
as an advocate in any country where the legal system is similar to that of
Nigeria; and

(b) the Chief Justice is of the opmwn 1h'1t 1t is expedient to permit that

Vperson to practlse asa bamster for fthe purpeses of proceedmgs descrlbed i1 1he- T

application, the Chief Justice :may by warrant nnder his hand avthorise that
person, on payment to the registrar of such fee not exceeding fifty naira as may
be specified in the warrant, to praciise as a banister for the purposes of those’

proceedings and of any appeal brought in connection withthose proceedings.

(S)Aperson fer the t]me bemg exer cmmg ﬂw ﬁmctlons nf any of th;e REPE

- followmg offices, that isto say—

(a) the office of the Attorney-General, Solicitor-General or Director
of Public Prosecutions of the Federation or of a State;
(b} such offices in the civil service of the Federation or ofa State as the

Attorney-General of the Federation or of the State, as the case may be, may by

- order specify, shall be entitled to _pl'aéti:se as a barrister and solieitor for the: - '

, ;pu'rposes' ofthat office.

(4) A certificate signed by, or by a person authorised either generally
or specially in that behalf by, any of the persons mentioned in paragraph {a) of

the last foregoing subsection stating that a particutar individual is exercising

the functions of a pamcular office shall, without prejudice to any other means

nf proof be coucluswe pmﬂi‘ for the purposes of- fhat subsection. that the

individual is exercising the functions of that ‘ofﬁ-ce., dnd any document

purporting to be a certificate under this subsection shall be admitted in
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1 evidence and, until the contrary is proved, be deemed to be such a certificate,
R 13- (1) There shall bea. body of legal practltloners of the highest  Establishmentof [ .
3 ‘ :dlstmctlon in the legal professmn in ngerxa to be bIDWn as "the Body 6f body ofBenchare
4 Benchers” which shall be 1'esp0us:ble for the formal call to the Bar of
5 .. persons seeking to become legal practitioners, and which shall consist ofthe
"6 tollowing members, that is- !
7 (a) the ChiefJustice of Nigeria and all the J ustices of the Supreme
8 "'l'CDu_rt;'f. N _ R -
| 9 _ ' . _(l;))'fhe Presidént ofthe Coﬁrt opr-peal;_
10 (c) the Attorney-General of the Federation and Minister of Justice;
11 (d) the Presiding Justices of Court o’prpeal Divisions;
12 (e)the ChiefJudge of the Federal High Court;
13 (f) the Chief Judge ofthe Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
14 . (g)the Chief Judges of the States of the Federation; Iil;
5. () the Attorneys-General of the States ofthe Federahoﬂ, |
16 (i) the Chairman of the Council of Legal hduca\t_llon;' : -
17 (j) the President of the Nigerian Bar Association; g .‘a'ffl
18 (k) thirty legal practitioners nominated by the Migerian Bar
19 As%ouatlon and . ' ' 7 '
20 (1) such number of persons tiot exceedmg ten, who appear o the
21 Body of Benchers to be eminent members ofthe tegal profession in Nigeétia
' -22 ofnot less than 15 years post- call standing. :
T 23 (2) The Body of Benchers shall bea body corpor@te with pemetual
24 successionanda common seal. ke
250 . (3) l"xcept as provided under subsectlon {4) of thig Sectlon or by \s e
: .2.6.'-:‘ R 1egulat10ns made under subsectlon (5) of tlns section a Bencher shall - R
27 “(unless he previously vacates ity vacatehis office as a Bencher ifhe ceases to
28 be the holder of any office by Virme of which he Was appointed a Bencher.
229 (4) Notwithstanding an‘ythmg in subsectlon (3) of this sectﬁm, the
30 ChieflJustice of Nigeriashalihol d aﬁ‘ﬁ:as suchBencher forlife. .~
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€5) The Benchers rri.ay make regulations-

(a) providing for.an increase in the membership of the Body of

Benchers as set out in subsection (1) of this sectiont angd the qualifications for

andconditionsapplicable to such-membership;

- {b) ‘providing for the tenure of office of Benchet% including the

L fconfermentof I]femembe}shlp onany Bencher andthemrcumstances mwhmh LR

" any Bencher may become asuper numeracy Bencher;

(c} providing for the appointment of persons of distinction in any.

country as honorary members of the Body of Benchers and the conditions

- applicable to such appointment;

(d) providing for the composition and quorum of the Benchers for the

" parpose of the exercise of any of the functions conferred on the Benchers under =~

-this Act and for the determining in connection thereto of any matter which, in -

the opinion of the Benchers, requires to be determiried; and
(e} providing, either generally or in respect of any particular cage, for
the discharge of the functions conferred on the Benchers under this Act. .

~(6) Any Benchermay m such manner and subj ect to such pr ocedure as

may be prescnbed be removed trom fo ice for misconduct or on such other

“ground as the Benichers may, in their discretion, determine to be sufficient.

(7) The Benchers shall meet at such times and places as may be

" -convenient for them and may, in such manner as they think fit, prescribe the

procedure fortheir meetings.

(8) Except as‘may:be prowded by regulatlons made under subsectlon )

' (5) of th:s secuon the quorum of the Benchers shall be ten.

«(9) The validity of any proceedings of the Benchers shall not be

+ - atfeeted by any vacancy.in themembership of the Benchers or by any defect in

the appointment of a member orby any irregularity in the proceedings of any of

g 'theimnectings :

(10) Forthe purpose of this Sectlon-

(a) "functions” includes powers and duues and
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{b) "preseribed” mednns prescribed by regulations made by the

Body of Beiichers, and the operation of section 11 (2)-of the Interpretation

CAct (witich deals withveferencestian ehactment to acting appointments) is

" hereby excluded

14, (l) Su{nect to the pmvmonsaf this section, a- person shall b(,

entitied tobe calledo the Barif, and only if

{&) sucha person isa citizen of Nigeria; and

{B) such a person produces aqualifying certificate to the Benchers;

-and

character. - : .
{2) The Council of Legal Eeucation may by regulations provide
th'mt the provisions-of par agraph (b) of subsection 1) of this section stall not

apply i stich cases and on sueh conditions (if any) as may be-specified by

the reguidtlons

(3) The Benchers shall issue to t;very pelson Lal]ed to the Bal
pursuant te subsection (1) of this schon, a certificate of cal] to the Bar
which shall be in such form as the Benchers may determine.

45.(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Legal
Practitioners' Privileges Comumiitee established under subsection{(3) of this
sectionmay by ins{rgment confer on a legal practitioner the rank of Senior
Advocate of Nigeria. | . ' |

{2) A persen shall not be conferred with the rank of Senior

Advocate of Nigeria unless he has been qualified to practise as & legal

 practitioner -in Nigeria for not less than fen years and has achieved

distinction in the legal profession in such manner as the committee may

. ﬁ omiimeto tlme stermlnc .

(3) There shall be a committes to be called the Legal P1actst1onc] 5!
Privileges Committee which shall consist of the following- .

(a) the Chief Justice wiio shall be chairman,

- A{e) such a person satisfies the Benchers-that he or sheds of good

Criteria for estl
to the Bar

Conferment of

the rank of Seni

Advocate of
Nigeria
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shallbe eligible for reappointMent for one further termi of two years only

(b) thie Attornej-General of the Federation;
(c) one Justice of the Supreme Court;’
T (d) the Premdent ofthe Court of Appeal;. -
| () five of the Chlef Judges ofthe- Stales
(fthe Chlef Judge ofthe Federal High Comt and -
{g) five legal practitioners who are Senior Advocates of Ni geria.

(4) The members of the committee under paragraphs (c), (¢), and (g)

of subsectlon (3) of thlS section shall be appointed by the Chlef Justice in

consultat]on with the Attomey General ofthe F edel atlon

(5) Members of the com1mttee under p'zragx aphs (0) (e) and (g) of |

subsection (3) of thlS sectm’hall hold office for two years after wh]ch they “
SR

(6) The Legal Practitioners' Privileges® Committee may act

: , notWIthstdndmg any vacancy in its membership.

(7) The- Legal Pracutmners inleges Committce may, w1th Lhe :

' '. dppl oval of the National Councﬂ of Ministers, male ruleq as fo the pr:\rllegcs o

‘be accorded to Senjor Advocates of Nigeria, as to the functions of a Iegai

practitioner, which are not to be performed by a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, as

to the mode of appearance before courts by a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, and

e generally, but without prejudxce to the foregoing, for ensuring the di gnity of the

.' -“rank of SemorAdvouate of N] gem

(8) Until the fir st rules made in pursuance of subséction (7) of this
section come.into force; a Senior Advocate of Nigeria shall not be entitled o
engage in practice as a member of the legal profession otherwise than as a

barrister, but nothing in this subsection shall be construed as precluding a

',-‘I,Senlol Advocate of Nigeria:from emer:ng mto or continuing in p’ll Lnel sth‘ -

. witha legal px actltwner whois not il Scmm Advocate ole gena

16.-(1) Noiwuhshndmg any othu' provision of this Act but subjcct as.
provided in section 8 (5) and the First Schedule hereto, ali courts of law in

Nigeria before which legal practitioners are entitled to appear shall accord to
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" every: law- officer specified i this section, the: following rights and =

TN
2

\O

2 privileges, that is to say- : _ :
3 {a) the exclusive right to sit in the inner-bar or; where no facilities
4 . - _'exist' for- an’inrer: bar, on the front row of seats available f(_)r legal
5 B practiti‘oners and - -
 ._‘ 6. _ (b) the right to mention any motmn inwhich he is appearmg orany.
| 7 ‘ other cause or matter wlnch ison the list for mentlon and not otherwise listed
& forhearing out:ofits turn on the cause list, : :
9 (2) The law officers to whom this sectibn applies are the Attorney-
10 General of. :th-é ‘Federation, the Attorney-General of any State in the
A1 Federation and the Solicitor-General ofthe Federation. -
12 (3) The ughts and prw[leges conferred on the law - ofﬁcers by
i3 . subsectmn (1yof tlns sectlon sha]l also be accorded to any member of the
t4 - - Body of Benchers.
15 17.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a person.shall be  enrolment
16 entitled to have his name enrolled if, and only if- |
17" (a) he has been called to the Bar by the Benchers; and
18 ' B (b) suéh a person p1‘odubes a ce_rt'iﬁcate of his call to the Barto the -~
19 registraf. | |
20 - (2) The Attorney-General may, after consultation with the Bar
21 Council, by-regulations provide for the enrolment of the names of persons
22 who are authorised by law to practise as members of the legal profession in
_- any country where, in his opinioh, persons whose names are on.the rodl.are
o z‘xfforded"sip‘e(:i‘ai ;facilities_for practising asﬁhem_b_er’s of that p1‘0fessi6n; and,
25 without prejudice to the generality of the poWer-conferred by the foregoing
26 provisions ofthis subsection, thelegulatlons may-
27 . {a) require persons seeking enrolment by virtue-of the regulations
28 to pass such examinations and o pay such fees as may be specified by or
TR undel the regulatlons, - ‘ -
.30 (b) prowde fo£ the mncellatmn of enr oiment havmg effect by |
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' Virfﬁe of the reguiatmns where it the 6pinion loe Atto;‘ncy-(]eheral the

facilities aforesald are altéred or withdtawn.
{3) Except 4n puisugice of 2 direction giveh trider the following
provisions of this At by fhe Supreme:Court or by tie disciplinary comiitice

gstablished undér those provisions, a person whose Hdme Has beeni struck off

- the roli in -plitéliatice ‘of a directio given eithér before .or afick the"

comniencenient of thiis Agt by that court of in pursimnce of a direction of tlie
‘distiplinary coriiilttes shall fiot be entitled to have his or ler name enrolled
Agai.

18.:(1) Subject-to the provisions of the-extFollowing subscetion and

of any enactréit in foree in any part of Nigeria prohibiting or restricting the

'i"'r"ig_h't"_of:any person ta be represetited by a legal préctitioner in procectings

betore ‘the Stipréme Court or the Sharia Court of Appeal or any atea or

'E;iistmhary court, a legal practitioner shall have the right of audience in all

ourts of law sitting in Nigeria. -

(2) No legal practitioner (other than such a persen as is mentioned in

‘subsection (3).of section 2 of this Act) shali be accorded the right of audience in

~ any court in Nigeria in any year, unless he has paid to the registrar in respect of

thatyear, an annual practising fee-
(a) in the case of a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, ofN20,000;
(b) in the case of a person of 15 or more years standing as a legal

.prac'titioner -at the beginning of that year, not being a Senior Advocate of

-V;ngena 0fNI17,500;

(c) in the case m‘ & person of more 1han 10- but less than 15 yeals '
standing as alegal practitioner at the beginning of'that year, niot being a Senior
Advocate of Nigeria, of NI12,500;

(d) in the case of a person of more than 5 but not more than 10 years
standing as a legal practitioner at the beginning of that year, of NI0,000; and

(c) in any. othel case, oiN 3;000.

(3) The Attorney -General of the Federatlon may, after ccmsu]idtwn
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with the Bar Coungil, from. time to time vary the varieus rates-of practising |

fees speeified insubsection (2)of this section.

(4) The registrarshall- .

(a) issuetoevery person byy whom a pracusmg feei is pald m respact

o of any yeargd recenpt forthe fee inthe prescrlbed form and’

(b} as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of January in

each year gmc_[ thercafter from time to time during_the year as_he'considers

-appropriate canse to be printed in the prescribed form and puton sale a list or

supplementary list of the legal practition_ers by whom practising fees have

" been pald in respect of thatyear and

(c) pay over to the assomatron as soon as may be aﬂ:er the. end of '

each. year a sum equal to nine tenths of the aggregate amount of the
practising fees received by him in pursuance of this.section during the year,
and a receipt purporting to, be issued and list purporting to be printed in

pursuance of this subsection in respect ofany year shall be evidence that the

* person named in the receipt or, as the case may be, that any persoi named in

the list has pald to the registrar the practising fee in respect of that year.

() Legal practitioners appearing before any coutt, tribunal or

. person exercising jurisdiction conferred by law to hear and determine any
. matter {including an_ arbitrator) shalf-take precedence among themselves

: accordmg to the table of precedence setout inthe Fll‘St Schedule to this Act.

- 19, (1) Subject to the provisions of this: sectmn a person shall not

' ..'be immune. from hablhty for damage atfributable to bis neghgence while

acting inis capacity asa legal pra;:_tl_thner, an_d_any provision purperting to
exclude or limit that liability in any contract shall be void.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall be construed as

preventmg the excluslon or Jmntatlon of the liability aforesaid in any case
L where a legal practmoner gives his serv1ces WJthout reward either by way of

~ fees, d]sbulsements or otherwise..

(3) Nothing in subsection (n of this section shall affect the

Liability for =

negligence
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. . application to a legal practitioner of the rule of law exempting Bdlristers from

" 'ithe ]tablhty aforesald inso far as thatrule apphes to the conduct of proceedin g5

in the face of any court, tribunal or otherbody. _
20.-(1) There shall be a committee to be known as the Legal
Practitioners Disciplinary Committee (hereafter in this Act referred to as lithe _

disciplinary committee") which shall be charged with the duty of considering

and determmmg any case where itis alleged that a person whose name is on the

roll has. mlsbehaved in hlS capamty as a'legal practltloner or should for’ any-

other reason be the subject of proceedings under this Act.
(2) The disciplinary committee shall consist of-
(a)the Attorney-General of the Federation, who shall be chairman;
(b) the Attorneys-General of the States in the Federation;

(c) twelve legal plactmoners of not Iess than ten years shndmg .

‘ 'appomted by the Benchers on the nommalwn ofthe: assocmtmn

(3) The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect
inrelation to the disciplinary committee.
21.-(1) Where-

(a) a person whose name is on the roll is Jjudged by the Disciplinary

, Commlttee to be gullty ofi mfamous conduct in any professlonal respect or :

(b)a person whose i name is on the roll is convmted by any court m'
Nigeria having power to award i imprisonment, of an offence (whether or notan
offence punishable with imprisonment) which in the- opinion of the
disciplinary committee is incompatibie with the status ofalegal practitioner;

(c) the disciplinary commlttee issatisfied that the name of any person

‘_.has been fraudulently enroiled the dlsclphnary commlttee may, ifit thmks fit, - o

gwe adirection-
- (i) ordering the registrar to strike that person's name offthe roll;
(i) suspending that person from practice by ordering him not to
engage in practice as a legal practitioner for éuch périoﬂ as may be specified in

the direction, or
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- "-'“(ii_i):;é-tidiﬁoniéhiﬁg that pérsoh, and any such direction i’nay,"\irhé'ro

appropriate, include provision requiring the refund of inoneys paid or the

handing over of documents or any other thing as the circumstances of the

case may require.

(2} Where a person whose name is on the roll is judged by the

: -.}].dtsmphnary comlmttee to be gm]ty of misconduct not amountmg to

'mfamous conduct whlch in the opinion of the dlsc:lp]maly commntee Is

incompatible with the status of a legal practitioner, the dtsmplmary

-committee may, if it thinks fit, give such a direction as is authorised by
. paragraph (c) (ii) or (ii) of subsection (I} of this section; and any such
direction may, where appropriate, inolude provision requiring the refund of

. —moneys pald 01 the handmg over of documents or any other thmg, as the i}

mrcurnstanceb of the case may requxre
(3) The disciplinary committee may, if it thinks fit, defer or further
defer its decision as to the giving of a direction under subsections ([) and (2)

of this section until a subsequent meeting of the committee; but no person

. shaflbeamember of the disciplinary commiitee for the purposes of reaching

' f-a demswn Whlch has been deferred or.further deferred unless hie was present :

asamember of the committee when the decision was deferred.
(4} It shall be the duty of the bar council to prepare, and from time
to time revise, a statement as to the kind of conduct which the council

considers to be infamous conduct in a professional respect, and the registrar

g shal] send to edch person whose name is on the roll and whose address is

L shown i tho records ofthe Sup1 eme Court relatmg to legal pr acutmncrs by

post tothat address, acopy of the statement as for the time being revised; but
the fact that any matters are not mentioned in such a statement shall not

preclude the Supreme Court or the disci plinafy commitiee from adjudging a

“person to be guilty of infamous conduct in a professional respect by

. refelencc 10 suchmattels

(5) For the pur poses of subsectlon (l) of tlns secuon a pcrson shaH



778

i not be treated as convicted as mentioned in paragraph (b) of that subsection
2 unless the conviction stands at a time when no appeal or further appeal is
] pending or may (without extension of time) be brought in connection with the
4 co'nvicﬁon
5. - _ (6) Wllen ‘the dlsclphnary cammlttee gives- a dlrectmn under- P
6 subsectlon {(Dor subsection {2) of this section, the dlsmplmary committee shali
7 causenotice ofthe direction 1o be served on the person towhom it relates.
8 (7) The person to whom such a direction relates may, at any time .
9 within twenty-eight days from the date of service on him of notice of the
10 direction, appea] against the direction to the Appeal Committee ofthe Body of
; 1] :{Benchers estabhshed undet sectlon 12 of this Act and’ the d:sc1phnary K |
» 12 commlttee may appear as respondent to the appeal and, for the purpose of
. 13 enabling directions to be given as to the costs of the appeal and of proceedings
i 14  before the disciplinary committee, shall be deemed to be a party thereto
15 whetherornot itappears on the hearing ofthe appeal.
.16 (BA dlrectlon of the dlsmphnary commlttee undel subsection (1) or ‘7 _
_' 17 F subsectmn (2) of this section shall take effect-. .- ' - S
18. - (a) where no appeal under this section is brought against the dsrection
19 within the time limited for the appeal, on the expiration of that time;
. 20 (b) where suéh an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out for *
21 - wantofprosecution, on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal;
22 () where such an appeal is brou ghtand s not w1thdrawn or struck out.
3 .as dferesald if. and when the appeal is dlsmlssed and shall not hke Lffeat"
24  exceptinaccordance with the foregoing provisions of this subsection.
U125 (9) Where a direction is given under_.subsection (1) or (2) of this
26 section for the refund ofmoneys paid or th_e;hqndin_g over of documents or amy
27  other thing and within twenty-eight days of the date of the direction (or where
28 an appeai is brought on the d1sm1ssal of the appcal) the legal practltmner talls
2‘;) 2 to comply with the dlrectmn the d1sc:1p11nary committeemay deal with the case

Legal Praciitioners Bill, 2017 - | SR T
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as one involving misconduct by the legal practitionér in his professional

capacity.

.22 (1) l’hme shali be a commlttee: 1o be known as the Appea} '

| Committee of lhe Body of Benchers (hereafter i ’rhts Act referred to as "the

appeal committee") which shall be charged with the duty ofhearing appeals

- from any direction given by the disciplinary committee.

(2) The appeal committee shall consist of the following seven

members of the Body of Benchers, as may be appointed by the Body of

. Benchers fromtlmetotlme thatis- -

(a) as Cha}rman a Benche‘-r Who is a membu of the Body of
Benchers other than by virtue of section 3 ( 1 ) (g) of this Act;

{b)two Attorneys-General in the Federation;

(¢)two Judges of the High Court of any State; and

{d) two members of the association.

(3) On any appeal againsta dtrectloh of t[le dlscxplmary comin !Hﬁ.e :

the appeal commlttee may allow or dismiss the appeal in whole or in part,

and if it is of opinion that any direction given by the disciplinary committee

should not have‘beex_i given or that a ditferent direction should have been

given by the discipli’hary committee (whether more or less severe), the

y -appeal comlmttee shal] revoke thc direction of lhe cllsc1phnary commlttee

: have been gwen, being adirection whlch,runder sectmn 11 ofthis Act, could

. ,fawﬁllly have been given by the disciplinary committee,

(4') The appeal COmmittee shall cause notice of any directi'oﬁ given
by it undcr this section to be served on the person to whom it relates. -

(5) T he pex son to whom such a du‘ectmn rciates may, at zmy time

) 'Wllhm haventy~e|ght days fmm the date of service on him of the nolice ufthe '

 direction, appcal agamst the direction to the Supreme Court; and the a,ppeal

Establishment -,

of Appeal”

Comnittee of the
body of Benchers,
ete

 -oF, as the case may be substltutt: therefore such d;rcctlon as it thmks ought to

_commlttee may appear as respondent to the appeai -and, for the purpose of

enabling directions to be given by the Supreme Court as to costs of the
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' 1 appeal hefore that court and ofproceedmgs before the, dlsclp]mary commlttee i

the appeal committee shall bé-deemed to be a party to the appeal before the .
Supreme Court, whether ornot it appears on the hearing of that appeal.
{6) A direcﬁpn of the appeal committee under subsection (3} of this
section shall take etfect-
B (a) where no appeal under this section is brought against the direction |
e jwit!iin-'the ﬁme limited for the appeal; on the e)_{p_iratioii;of that time;

() where such an appeal is brought and is withdrawn or struck out for

W oy o B W

wantof prosecution, on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal;

10 {c) where such an appeal is brought and is not withdrawn or struck out

11 as aforesaid, if and when the appeal is dismissed, and shall not take effect
12 ‘exceptln accordance w1th the foregomg prov1510ns of this subsection. _

o -1_3" I (7) Subject 10 thlS Act the Body of Benchers may make ru%es g

14 prescrlbm g the procedure to be followed in the conduct of appeals before the

15 ' appeal committee.

Disciplinary 16 23.-(1) Where it appears to the Supreme Court that a person whose
Jjurisdiction of }
the Supreme 17 name i on the roll has been guilty of infamous conduct in any prefessional

- Court -
Lo 18, ,respect Wlth regard to any matter of whlch the Court or any other court Di

1h9' 'record m Nigeria is or has been selzed the Supreme Comt may 1f it thinks ﬁt

20 | after hearing any representations made and evidence adduced by or on behalf

21  ofthat person and such other persons as the court considers appropriate, give
. 22 such a direction as is mentioned in subsection (1) of section 11,-7311(1 the

23 direction shall take effect forthwith; and except in the case of an admonition the

k 24 ) couxt shall cause notlce of the dwect:on to be published in the: Federal Gazette e

25 (2) Where it appears to the Chlef Justice that a Iegal pr actmoner
26 should be suspended from practice, either with a view to the institution against
27 him of proceedings under this Act before the disciplinary committee or while
28  any such proceedings are pending, the Chief Justice may if he thinks fit, after
29 affording the practitioner in question-an opportunity ef making representatioﬁ_s

‘ 30.;-_@1‘1‘?&'16 matter, ;giyé-_suqh.di‘rect_ﬁpn as is authorised by paragraph (i) of
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subsection (1) of section 11; and in deciding whether to give such a direction
in consequence of the conviction of a legal practitioner, the Chief Justice
shall be entitled to disregard the provisions of subsection (5) of that section.

24.-(1) Where either before or after the commencement of this Act

- the name of any person has been str uck off the roll or a person has been or is

'deemec[ to have been suspended from practice, he may, subject to the

provisi_ons of subsection (2) of this section, make an application for the
T estoratson of his name to the roll or the cancellation of the suspenswn-

(a) if the striking off or suspension was ordered by the Chief Justice
ofthe Supreme Court, to that court; and

" (b) inany other c—aSg; tothe discipiiﬂary conunittee. :

2) Al direction under subsection (1) of section 11 of this Act or
subsection (1) of section 13 of this Act may prohibit an application under
subsection (1) of this section until the expiration of the period specified in

the direction; and whera such an application is duly made to the Supreme

- ‘-Court or the dlsclplmary committee, the court or dlsc1p1mary committee

:.may dlrect that no further apphcatmn shiall be made under subsecuon {(1)of

this section until the expiration of the per iod spe01ﬁed in the direction undel
this subsection. |
25.-(1) There shall be a committee, to be called the Legal

Practitioners Remuneration Committee, which shall consistof-

Restoration of
names to roll, ete. -

Remuneration
of Practitioners

(a) the Attorney-General of the Federatmn who shall be thc

chalrman of the comrmttee

(b) the Attorneys-General of the States; and
(c) the president of the association and three other members of the
association.

{2) The quorum of the committee shall be three, of whom one shall

bt: the chau man of the commlttee or some other mcmber ot thc commlttu '

i nomlmted by hlm to act as chairman of the commlttee on thc occasion in

guestion.
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(3) The committee shall have power to make orders regulating
generally the charges of legal practitioners and, without prejudice to the

generality of that power, any such order may include provision as to ail or any .

- of the following matters, that is to. say—

(a) the maximum charges which may be made in respect of any
transaction or activity ofa description specified by the order;

(b) the ascertainment of the charges appropriate for any transaction or
activity by reference to such considerations as may be so spaciﬁed; 7

(c) the Lakmg by plactltloners of security Tor the paymem of then

L -r-cha1 ges and the allowance ofi 111terest with respecttot ihe securlty and

{d) agreements between practitioners and clients with respect to
charges. -

(4) The committee shall not make an order under this section unless
they have served a copy of the proposed order on the president of the

assomatlon and have conmdered any representatlons in wrmng made m the .

- '_commltlee by the assocmtlon w1th:n the perlod of three mouths begmnmg w1th

the date of service of the copy; and if the National Council of Ministers on any
of the twenty days on which it sits next after the day on which an order under

this section coines into force, resolves that the order be annulled it shall, except

 in relation to any thmg previously done by virtue of the order, cease to have

{.etfect onthe day. next followmg the datc of the resolut;on and be deemed never oo o

to have had effect _
. (5) Until the first drder made in pursuance of this section comes into

force, nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting the law in force in

“anypartof Nigeria with reépect tothe t;emuneration of legal practitioners. -
l 26.-(1) Subject to the provaslons of this Act, a legal practltloner shall :
ibe entltled 10 recover hlS charges by actlon in. any court of competenta -

}unsdlctmn

(2) Subject as aforesa:d a legal practltloner shall not be entltled 1o

begin an action to _recover hisorher qharges unless-
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(a) a bill for the charges containing particulars of the principal

- - 1tems mcluded inthe bill and mgned by him, or in the case of a hrm by one of

e V'the parlners or in thc name of the’ ﬁrm has been served on | the cilent

personally or left for him at his last address as known to the practitioner or
sent by postaddressed to the client at that address and

(b) the period of one month beginning with the date of delivery of
the blH has expired.

(3) In any case 1n Whlch a legal practmonei satlsﬁeb the court, onan

" apphcatlon made e:ther ex parte or iF the court so directs after gwmg the -

prgscribednotice—
(a) that he has delivered abill of chargestoa client; and

(b) that.on the face of it the charges appear to be proper in the

c1rcumstanccs and

(c) that there are c1rcumstance:~. 1ndlcatmg that the chent is about to

do some act- Whlch would probably prevent or delay the payment 1o the

practitioner of the charges, then, notw ithstanding that the period mentioned

in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section has not expired, the court

may direct that the practitioner be authorised'to bring and prosecule an

actmn to recover the charges unless before Judgment in the action the client

‘ ' gwes such sccunty for the payment of the charges as 1n'1y be spemﬁed inthe

d}rectlon

{4y The court may, if it thinks fit, on the appllcatlon of aclient-

(a) order a Jegal practitioner to deliver hig bil] of charges to the
chent -

(D) make an order for the delivery up of or otherw1se in rclatlon to,

E'any documents 111 the control of thie practltlmler which belong 1,0 or were
“received by him from or on behalf of the client, and without prejudice to the

- generality of the powers of the court to puniéh for contempt or o the

provisions of this Act relating to the discipline of legal practitioners, the

court may punish for contempt any practitioner who refuses or fails to
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* comply with an order under this subsection,

(5) The value of any consideration received by any person for
anything done by a legal practitioner in his capacity as a legal practitioner shall,
in so far as the value exceeds the minimum charges to which by virtue of this

Act the practitioner is entitled in respect of that thing, be recovered from any

'person who recelved the conslderatlon or from the pr: actltloner by the person -

'from whom the cons;deraﬂon moved either d1rectly orindirectly.

27.-(1) Except where a direction providing for the giving of security is
given under subsection (3) of section 16 of this Act and security is not given in
accordance with the direction, the court shall, on an application made by a

client within the period of one month from the date on which a bill of charges

.'-was:-_deli_VErgd.'to him, order-that the bill shall bé taxed and that no actioﬁ'tq e

recover the charges shall be begun until the taxation is completed,
(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, the court
may if it thinks fit, on an application fnade after the expiration of the period

aforesaid by the legal practit’ibner or {except as aforesaid) by the client in

. questmn-

(a) order that the blll shall be taxed

(b) order that until the taxation is completed no action to recover the
charges.mention‘ed in the bill shall be begun and any such action already begun
shall be stayed, and an order under the subsection may be made on such terms
(other than terms as to the costs ofthe taxation} as the court may determine.

(3) No order shall be made under subsection (2) of this section- -

(a) in any case, aﬁer the perlod of twere months from the date on..
Wthh thebillin questlon was paid;

' (b) except in a case where the court determmes that there are speclal

reasons for making such an order, if twelve_ months have expired since the date

of the delivery of t'he bill or if j’u-dgment has been given in an actionto recover

-, “the charg,es in quesnon and an or der made by v11tue of paragraph (b) of this . [

) subsectmnmay contain terms as to the costs of the taxation.
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28.-(1) The taxation of a bill of charges shall be in accordance with
the provisions of any order in force under section 15 of this Act; and where

no such order is in force or any item falling to be taxed is not dealt with by the

order, the charges to be allowed on taxation of the item shall not exceed such

as are réasonable having regard to.the skill, labour and responsibility

invoived and to all the circumstances of the case,

(2} If at the time and place appointed in pursuance of rules of court
for the taxation of a bill one of the parties appears and any other party does
not, the taxing officer shall proceed to tax the bill un]ess for special reasons

he determines to adjourn or further aoﬁourn the taxation so as to afford an

absent party an oppmtum[y tobe present; and whiere he daes sa determine he '

may also determine by whom any costs of the adjournment or further
adjournment shall be payable,

(3)- Where on the taxation of a bill it appears to the taxing officer
that there are circumstances of the case which make it appropriate to refer
1he taxation fo the coyrt, he shaii soreferit; andthe courtmay. Clthel '

(a) procced usdf to tax the bill and noufy to the taxing officer the
amount to be deciatcd and stated in his certificate in pursuance of the next
following qnbsection or

(b} refer the taxation back to the taxing officer with its direction in

the matter.

shall forthwith declare the amount due in respect of the bill and shall file in

the records of the cowrt a certificate signed by him stating that alﬁount; and
any party to the taxation shall be entitled on demand to have issued te him
free of charge an office copy ofthe certificate, | | .

(5) lfdny party to the taxation is dlssatlsf'ed with a determination
undex subsccnon (2) of this suctl(}n or the amount stated in a certific ate filed
in pursuance of this section (other than a certificate stating the amount

notified by the court under subsection (3) of this section), he may, within

‘(.4),,011 the cmﬁpietion of the taxation of a bill, the taxing officer

Procedure for
Taxation of
charges by Taxing
Officers
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twenty-one days from the date of the determination or filing, appeal to the

court.

or where the certificate is varied on appeal the certificate as so varied, shall be
conclusive as to the amount of the charges payable in respect of the bill; but
nothing in this subsection shali be construed as relieving a legal practitioner of -

any obligation to prove that a client is liable to pay a bill of charges? or as

, prccludmg a Client from dlsprovmg thathe is se liable.

(7) Subj ectto Lhe provisions ofa any order made by vir iue of subsectlon
(3} of section 17 of this Act, if the amount stated in a certificate under this
section relating to a bill of costs, or in such a certificate as varied on appeal, is

less than the amount of the bill before taxation and the difference is equal to

_one—sixth or more of the amount of the bill before taxation, the costs of the

taxation shail be payable by the legal practi.tionér, and in any other casethose - :.. .

costs shali be payab]e by the client.
29.-(1) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 24 of this Act, in
the four last foregoing sections and this section (hereafter in this section

referred to as "the remuneration provisions") the following expressions have

the following meanin gsunlessthe context otherwise requires, that is to say-
. ?"TblH of charges" mears such a b:ll ‘as is mentloned in’ paragraph . (d) Of.,

V subsection (2) of section 16 ofthis Act;

"charges” means any charges (whether by way of fees, disbursements,
expenses or otherwise) in respect of anything done by a legal practitioner in his

capacity as a legal practitioner;

client" means the person or any of the persons alleged to be liable to pay the

" charges of a legal practitioner;

"the court” means the High Court of the State in whicli the legal praciitioner in
question usually carries on his practice or usually resides or in which the client
in question usually resides or has his principal place of business ar, in the case

ofapractitioner authorised to practise by warrant, the High Court of the State in

" (6) The certificatc of the taxing officer in respect of a bill of charges,  *
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. -.which the proceedings specified in the application for the warrant were

beguny

"taxation"” means taxation by the proper officer of the court, and cognate
expressions shall be construed accordingly.
(2) For the purposes of the remuneration provisions, a bill of

charges is delivered if it is served on or left for or sent to the client as

‘mentioned in subsection (2) of section 16 of this Act and, in relation to & bill

éf C]lElll'gBS,- "defiver" and cognéte -expres:si'ons shatl be construed
accordingly.

{3) The remuneration provisions shall apply to a firm consisting of
legal practitioners in partnership as they apply to a legal practitioner.

{4) For the purposes of the remuneration provisions, a person shall
be dwmcd to be a legal practitioner in ;'f;iation to any charges-if'he was a
legal pr.actiti(.)ner thén lﬁe performed the services to which the charges
relate Safeguards for Clients, ete,

30.-(1) Subject to subsection (4) of this section, the Bar Council
may from time (o time as the council considers expedient, make rules-

{a) as to the opening and keeping by legal practitioners of accoun:s
atbanks for‘dients' moneys; and ' '

{b) as to the keeping by legal practitioners of records containing
particulars and information as to moneys received, held or paid by them for
oron account of their clients; and

{c) as 1o the opening and keeping by a legal practitioner who is the

sole trustee, or who is a co-trustee only with one or more of his partners,

clerks or setvants, of an account at a bank for ‘mbnéys ofany trust of which
he is the sole trustee or such & co-trustee as aforesaid; and

{d) as to the keeping by such a practitioner as is mentioned in
paragraph {c) of this subsection, of records containing particulars and

information as to meneys received, held or paid by him for or on account of

" any such trustas s so mentioned; and

Acrounts ard

records for oo

MOneys
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(e) empowering the Bar Council to take such action as it thinks
necessary to enable it to ascertain whether the rules are being complied with.
(2) Rules made under subsection (1} of this section shall not come into

force until they are approved by order of the Attorney-General, either without .

modlﬁcatlon or w1th such modlﬁcat]ons as he thinks fit; but before appmvmg L

‘any such ‘rles ‘with modlﬂcatlons the Atror11ey~GenelaE shall afford the Bar

Councii an opportunity of making representations with respect to the proposed
maodifications and shall consider any representations made in pursuance of this
subsection.

(3) If fit appears to the Attorney-General that any rules sheuld be

'_mdde, 1cv0ked or alteled in exermse of the powers confmlcd on the B’u

Counml by this sectlon he shall make a recommendation in that behalf to ti

Bar Council; and if within the period of six months beginning with the date of
the recommendation the council has not acted in accordance with the
recommendation, the Attorney-General may, within the perjod of twelve

months beginning with that date, make rules giving effect to the

- recommendation.

{4) Rutes under this section shall not require the keeping of accounts
or records-

(a) by a legal practitioncr in respect of moneys received, held or.paid
by him as amember of the public service of the Federation or a State; ot

(b} in such other circumstances ag may be specified by the rules

-(5) For ﬂne 'purpusés of this section, "ristee™ includesbcrsonaf

representative, and in relation (o a personat represen(ative any reference to a
trust shall be construed as areference to the deceased's estate,

31.~(1} A bank at which a legal practitioner keeps an account for .
clients' moneys shaill not, in respect of any liability of the practitioner to the

bank which does not arise in cormcctlon with that account, have or obtain any

'1ecoursc or ;I‘Tht whether by way of set-off, wuntel— C]dlm ch'nge or

otherwise, against moneys standing to the credit of that account.



