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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT T0O AMEND THE NIGERIAN PRESS COUNCIL ACT CAP. N128 LAWS

. OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Santuel Okon fkon
B | [
- ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeriaas follows: ' 7

1. The Nigerian Press Council Act Cap. N128 Laws of Federation

- of Nigeria, 2004 (in this Bill referred to as "the Principal Act") in this Bill.

2. Section 1 ofthe PrincipalAct is amended by deleting-
(a) af ter the word g™ i in line 1, the word, "hercby“ and

(b) after thc word nestablish” in hne 1 the words, "a body to be

known as".

3. Section2 of'the PrincipalAct is amended-

(ayin subsection (1), by déleting after the word, "and" inline 1, the

words, "the following™;

(b in subsection (1) {d), by subsmutmg for the word, "a" n line 1,

the words, ' atle%t one;

{e)in subsection (1 (fj‘

(i) by insertin after the word, "Ministry” in Jine, the words,
ng Iy

; "respausible for'; and

(i) by-'delcting after the word "information” in tine 1, the words,

“ Mand national orientdtion" ;

(d) in subsection (2) {b), by substltutmg for the words "not less
than" in hnel Lhc words, "at least"; and _
(&) in subsection (4) by inserting afler the word "oiﬁce" in line 2

the words, "of ms,mbcrs .
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Antendment of i 4. Section 3 (a) of the Principal Act is arﬁended by deleting after the
Sestion3 (2 2 word, "press” inline 1, the words, "and the conduct of".
é\:ﬁginﬂe{%ot‘ ! 5. Se'ctian 4(2} nftbe Principal Act isamended-
B 4 (aYinparage aph (c) by substituting for thc, word "policy" inline 1, the
5 word, "polies™: _ i
6. (b} in pa_ragraphr (e) by insefﬁng Elftell:' ﬂle word, "and™ in line 2, the
7 waord,."all; and | |
8 (c) in paragraph (g) by substitutin g forthe word, "discharge" in line 2,
9 the word, "perform™, 7 7 |
 Amendiment of 1 6. %ctioﬁ Softhe l’rincipal Actis amendud« |
- Section 5 - .
' 11 (a) in subsectmn (1), by qubsululmg for thc word, "cmpfoyee" in line
12 E the w&rd “staff” and _
13 {b) in subsection (2), by subﬁiiuting for the word, "employee” in fine
I4 . 2,the word, "staff™. . |
é&z;gingenrof 15 | 7. Section 6 of the Principal Act is amended by subs_t-itgting for the
fe ﬁgure "23"inline 3, the figure, "17",
gﬂ;ﬁi“;"“’" of  y7 8. Section 7 of the Principal Actis amendled by deletmg aflet the word,
' 18 "in.cludmg inline 1, the words; "terms and condltlon asto”,
g‘;gzgg“l“;“[ of 19 9 Section 15 ofthe Principal Actis gl.nendad-
20 (a)y by substituting for-
21 (iytheword, "No" in line 1, the word, "any",
22 ) :(ii) the word, "shall” in line 1; the wordé, "who personally"”,
23 {iiiythe Word, "dﬁﬁes" inline 1, the word, “ﬂmctiqns";
24 (b) by deleting éfter the word, "under” in line 2, the words, " or
25  pursuantto”; and o - | ‘ 7
26 {c) by inserting afier the word "Ac,l" in lme 2, the woxds, "shall be
27  indemnified by the Council”.
‘Amc"ﬂdlﬁeﬂt of 28 . 10. Section 170f the Prmmpal Actis amen ded—
Section 17 _
29 (a)in subsection (3) ’
30 (i) paragraph (a)} by substituting for the expressior, "N30,000" in Jine
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1 1, the expression, "N2,000, 009“

2 o (11) paragmph (b), by subsututmg tm the expression, "NZ,'O()O.'-' in

3 line l,the expressmn NSO 000", |

4 - (b)in subsection (4)

57 {1 pamg,mph (a), by substituting for the expression, "N1,000" in

6 line 1, the expression, "N10,000, 000;and

7 © (i) "paragraph (b), by substltutmg for the expressmn "N5, 000" in

g - line l,theexpi ession, "N100,000".

9 11. Section 10 (1) (a) of the Principal Act is amended by deleting  Amendment of

10 . after the word, "Council™ ini line 1, the words, "so required”. Section 1040 (a),

4 12 Section20(1)ofthe Principat Actis amended- | Amendment of
12 ~ (a)in paragraph (a) by deleting after-the-w’ord "tribunal" in line 2, Section 20 (1)
13 the words "havmg power to. 1mpose 1mpnsonment (whether or not such an

4 offence in pumshab}c with theim pﬂsonmcnt), and

15 ~ (b)in paragraph (¢) by substituting for the words-

16 " (i)"pursuant to” inline 2, the word, "under" and

17 - (ii) "thinks" inline 4, the word, "deem™;

18 | 13. Section 21 ofthe Principal Act is amended- o Amendment of
- 19 ‘_ . (ﬁ)_in‘ subsection (1) (b} by substituting for the words, " isguilty of" - Sestion2l

20 inline 3, the word, "commits"; ' -

21 ‘ (b) in subsection (2) (b), by substituting for the words, "is guilty of"

22 inling2; the word, "commits"; and

23 : ~ (¢) in subsection (2) (1), by substituting for the word, “he is guilty

24 -_ ot“ in line 2, the word, "commits”; and :
| 25 (d) insubsection (5)- _

26 © 7 (D)yby deleting aftet the 'word'; section” inline 1, the words, "of'this

27 Act", ‘

28 ' © (ii) in paragraph (a); by deleting before the word, "he" in line 1, the '

29 words, "in High Court",

30 (iif) in paragraph (a), by substituting for the expression, N200" in
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line 3, the express'io‘n, N1,000", and

(iv) by deleting .paragraph (b), and renumbering the section

~ accordingly.
-14. Sectlon 22(1) of the Principal Act is amended by msertmg aftel

the word "properly"mlmel the word, "prov:dmg"

15, Section 28 of the Prmmpal Act is amended by inserting after

subsectlon (3), anew subsection "(4)"

"(4) The Louncnl may acceptany gift of land, money or dther property | .

as such terms and conditions, if any, as may be Specified by the gift, provided
not in c011315tencc with the objcctwe ofthis Act".

16. Sectlon 23 (2) of the Prmc:pa! Act is amended by inserting aftex

' the word, "who" in line L, the word, ”wnI]ful[y".

_ 17. Section 34 of the Principal Act is amended by déleting after the
word, "proved" -in line 3, \.the‘ .wdrds, "be presumed contents qf the
documentation™. _ S _

18 Sectidn 36.(2) of the Principal Act is amended by-

{a) msu‘tmg after the word, "returns"” in llen 2, the words, "after 28
days ofthe notice"; and _ , |

(b) substituting for the words, "is guilty of" in line 2, the word,
"commits”, |

19. Section 37 of the Prmmpal Act is amended by deleting '1ﬂer the

) w0rd "Act"inlien 1, the words "unless the content otherwise requires”,

~20.The Bill may be cﬂ:ed ds  the: N i gman I’ress Ccunul (Amcndment)

Bl 2017 R f::f

EXPLANATORY MLMORANDUM

* This Bill secks toamend the Nigerian Press Council Act Cap. N128 Laws of the

Fedeldtlonof Nigeria, 2004,




