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A BILL
FOR

ANACT TO AMEND THE ENGINEERS (REGISTRATION, ETC.) ACT, CaP. E11,
Laws OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, 2004 AND FOR OTHER RELATED
MATTERS, 2017 ) -
Sponsored by Hon. Toby Okechulkwu
[ ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of
Nigeriaas follows-

1. The Engineers (Registration, Etc.} Act, Laws of the Federation
of Nigeria, 2004, (hereinafter called the Principal Act) is amended as set out
in this Bill.

2. Thelongtitle of the Principal Act is amended to read thus: |

“A Bill for an Act to Establish the Council for the Regulation of
Engineering in Nigeria and to make Provisions for Other Matters Connected
Thereto”.

3.—(ij The side noter ofthe Principal Act is amended by substituting
the word "Registration" the word “Regulation”. 7

(i) Section 1 (1) (a), {b) and (c) is amended by substituting the
word "Engineers” the words "Engineering Personnel". |

(iii) Section 1 (2) of the Principal Act is amended by striking out the

‘words “from the Register of Engineers, thatis”.

(iv) Section 1 (2)(g) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting
the existing provision with new provision thus: "one person who shall be
from the Armed Forces or Paramilitary in rotation, and™

(v) Section 1 (2) of the Principal Act is amended by introducing a
new section 1 (2) (i) as follows:

“(1) One person appointed to represent Association for Consulting

Engineering in Nigeria.” .
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1 {vi) Section 1 (2) ofthe Principal Act is amended by introducing anew
2 section 1 (2) 1) as follpws: '
3- "(i) One person ap'pointed to represent Federation of Constructing
4 Industry,”
5 (vil) Section 1 (2) o'flthe Principal Act is amended by introducing a
6 new section 1 (2) (k) as follows:
7 "(k) One person appointed to represent Manufacturing Association of
§  Nigeria." _ 7 _
*;\é;'ﬁ_n;';"”t of 9 - | 4.-(1) Section 2(2) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
10 theexisting provision, anew provision as follows:
1t - "(2) The Council shall appoint a firm of Auditors to audit its records in
12 everyfinancialyear".
1.3 "(ii} Section 2(3) of the Principal Act is amended by iniroducing new
14 section2(3)as follows: -
15 "(3) The Council shall establish and maintain a fund from which there
16 shall be defrayed all expenditure incurred by the Council.”
17 (1ii) Section 2(3) (a) of the Principal Act is amended by introducing a
18 newsection2(3) (a)as follows:
19 "(a) Thirty percent of funds forfeited to Government by offenders
- 20 shall be paid to COREN for its operational cost™:
Amendmaent 21 5, Section 4 of the Principal Act is-amended by substituting the
of Section 4 ‘
22 - existing provision, & new provision as follows:
23 (1) The existing Section 4(2) ofthe principal Act is substituted thus:
©24 "(2) The Registrar is the Accounting Officer and is to sce to the day to
25 - day running ofthe Registry". The Registrar shall be appointed to be in office for
26 | a term of three years and maybe re-appointed on one consecutive term of three
27 yearsonly," _
28 (ii) Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended by introducing a new
29 - Section4(3)as follows:
30 "(3) It shall be the duty of the Registrar to prepare and maintain, in
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I accordance with rules made by the Couneil under this section, registers as
2 appropriate of names, addresses and approved qualifications, and of such
3 other particulars as may be specified, of all pérsons who are éntit—l-ad in
4 ‘ac_cordance-"with the provisions of this Act to be registered as registered
5 engineering personnel and who apply in the specified manner to be so
6 registered"

7 (iii)-Section 4: of the Principal is amended by substituting for the
8 existing section 4(3), anew provision Sec‘_cioﬁ 4(3)thus:

9 ++ "(3) The registers of Engineering Personnel and Firms (in this Act
10 referredto as "the Registers™y shall consist of:

11 | (a) Enghﬁeers ; _

12 {b) Engineering Technologists;

13 (c) Engineering Techniciaﬁs; and

14 (d)Engineering Cm'_ftmﬁeri;

15 (e)Engineering COI.] sulting Firms;

16 - - (f)Engineering Firms". t .

17 (iv).Section 4 (4), of the Principal Act is amended by substitﬁtihg
18 forthe existing section 4(4), a new provision as follows: -

19 “(4) Subject to the following provisions ofthis section, the Council
20 shall make rules with respect to the form andkeeping of the registers and the
21 making of the entries fherein, and the_particu]aré:

22 (v) Section 4 of thé Principal Act is amended by subs.tituting for the
23 existing (4) (e), new provision: _ - 7

24 “{e) Issuing of praéticc license -and Speﬁiﬁ_cation of -period of
25 validity and the fees to be paid." _

26 (vi) Section 4 of the Principal Act is amended by ﬁltmducing new
27 subsection 4(4) (f) - () as follows:

28 "(f) Subject to this Act, a person shall not operate an engineering
29 firm or contracting .clompﬂny, unless there is a 1'egisiered Nigerian
30 engineering practitioner in partnership, joint venture, or other permanent
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1 associati{onwith-thatperson;
2 {h) To remove from the relevant of registers engineering personnel or
3 firms, all particulars relating to firms or persons registered improperly out of
4 mis-information, expiration of resident permits ete.
5 (f) To remove who s after due inquiry adjudged by the Council to
6  have been guilty in his professional capacity of infamous conduct, gross
7 negligence or incompetence, or
8 (i) To remove who is convicted of any criminal offence which in the
9  opinion ofthe Councilrenders him unfit to practice”.
10 (vii) Section 4(6) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
11 theexisting provision, new provision as follows:
12 "(6) Upon appeal, Council may direct the Registrar to restore to the
13 Vappropriate part of the register any particulars removed there fromm under this
14 subsection".
;‘}flgzl;ttiirgslg 15 6.-(i) The side note of section 6 the Principal Act is amended to read
16 “Engineering Personnel”;
17 (if) Section 6(1) (f) and (g} of the Principal Actis amended by deleting
18  theexisting provisions; and
19 (iii) Section 6 of the Principal Act IS amended by introducing new
20  Subsection (I4) as follows:
21 “Registered Engineering Firms under this Act shall have their
72 practice licence renewed bi-annually subject to payment of prescribe
23 practicing fees”.
Amendment of 24 7. Section 7(2) of the Principal Act is amended as follows:
seeten T 25 - “(2) Aregistered engineering technologist shall use the abbreviation
26  "Engr. Tech” before hisname”.
* Amendment of 27 8. Section 11 of the Principal Actis amended as follows:
seeton 28 () By Substituting the word "Consultants" with the words
290 "Organizations performing Engineering Services and Works"; in the side

note.”



2017

Engineers (Regisiration, Etc,) Act, (Amendment) Bill, 2017

C 2823

(= BV T L S

[=TR-CREE

1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(i) Section 11 (1) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting
the words "annually all organizations performing engineering consultancy
services" with the words" all organizations performing engineering services
and works"; ‘

(iii) Section 11 (2) of the Principal Act is mended by éubstituting
the existing provision, anew provision thus:

"An organization performing engineering services and works shall
not put itself out, solicit for or offer engineering services to the public or
engage in engineering practice unless it is registered under this Act”.

{iv) Section 11 (3) of the Principal Act is amended by Substituting
the existing provision, anew provision thus: -

"(3) An engineering company or engineering unit or body seeking
to be registered shall apply to the Council in the prescribed format.

{v) Section 11 ofthe Principal Act by inserting new subsections (4)

and (.5) as follows:

*(4) The Council may direct the Registrar to issue to the license

authorizing the applicant to carry on business on a prescribed fee if the
Couacil is satisfied that the applicant is fit to carry on engineering business.

{5} The business will be carried on by or under that of a registered
engineering practitioner".

9. Section 13(2), (a), (¢) and (3) of the Principal Act is amended as
follows: | -

"(2) {(a) he shall have acquired during his employment practical
experience under the personal supervision and guidance of one or more
registered engineering personnel;

"(c) The manner in which he carried out the duties of his
emﬁ[oyment and conduct during the period of his employment shall have
been saﬁsl’ewtdry".

"(3) Tt shall be the duty of the employer, being a registered
engineering personnel, supervising the work of persons employed with a

.

Amendment of
Section 13
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view to obteining a certificate of experience, to secure that the 1est-mentiened
person. is. afforded proper oppertunities of acquiring the practical experience
requlred forthe pm poses of paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of this section”.
10. Seetmn 14 of the Prmclpal Actis amended by inserting the words
"Engmeermg Technoleglsts“ unmed[ately after the word "Engmeers '
11. Sect1011 15(1), (3) and (3) (a) of the Prmcipal Act is amended by

substltuung the word “Reglsiered Engmeers” with the words "Engmeenn&,

where appearmg therem

12, Sec‘nen 16(1) (a) of the Punmpal Actis amended by subst:tutmg
the word "Engmeers” w1th the words "Englmel ing".
18, Section 17 of the PrmcxpalALt 18 amcnded as follows:
(1) Section 17(1)(3) of the Prmc;pnlAct is amended f1s follows:
"(a) that he has been selceted for cmploymem fora spemﬁed period in

a capae1ty in whlch a pcrson tully I‘CngtL] ed as an cnglneer or engincering

'teehnologsst under tlns Act would normally be employed and that he is or

intends to be i in ngena temperauly fel the pulpOSLS of selvmg for that, perlod
mtheemploymentmqucstmn and" ' | '
- (11) Seeuon 17(1) (b) and (5) of thc‘ leuml Act is 1mended by

substltutmg the wmd "engmeel'“ appedlmg therem ‘with the welds

"Engmeeung Personnel”

M ~(i) Section 18(1), (1) (b) and (2) (a) of the Prmc1pa1 Act is

1mend(,d by substltutmg the word "engmeel  appearing therein with the woids

"Engmeermg Personnel"

(11) Seetlon 18 (4) (5) and (6) of the Prmmpal Act is amended by

substltutmg f01 the exlstmg prov151cms new prowsmns thus

“(4) Any engmecrmg pe1 sonnel who have not pald his practicing fcc
is guﬂty ofan offence ' o
“(5) Any person or orgamzatlon who oﬁers engmecrmg services md

works or charges a professional fee without a valid hcense issued by the
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Council commits an offence and shall be liable ofa fine five times the annual
fees.”

“(6) Any organization not registered by the Council which offers

engincering services and works shall be guilty of an offence 'and on -

conviction by the Engineering Tribunal shall forfeit all Proceeds of the -

transaction to the Federal Government of Nigeria."

(iii) Section 18 of the Principal Act is amended By introducing new
subsections (7), (8), (9, (10) and (11) as follows:

“(7) If the Registrar or any other person employed by the Council
willfully makes any falsification in any matter relating to the Register, he
shall be guilty of an offence.” | |

*(8) A person guilty of an offence under section 18 (1) shall be
liable on conviction by the Engineering Tribunal shall forfeit ali Proceeds of
the transaction to the Federal Government of Nigeria,"

“(9) A person guilty of an offence under section 18 (2) shall be

- liable on conviction by the Engincering Tribunal shall lose licence for a

minimum term of one year and maximum term of five years."

(10) A person guilty of-an offence under section 18 (3) shall be

* liable on conviction by the COREN Engineering Tribunal to a fine not less

than N2,500,000,

{11) A person guilty of an offence under section 18 {6) shall be
liable on éonvi'cti_o_n by the Engincering Tribunal shall lose licence for a
minimum term of one year and maximum term of five years and pay a fine
not less than N1,080,000."

I5.-(1) Section 19(1) of the Principal Act is amended by
substituting the words "in the Armed Forces of the Federation" with the
words "inthe Privaie Sector". ,

(if) Section 19 (3) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting
for the existing provision, anew provision as follows:

"It shall be the duty of any person in charge -of any university,

Amendment of
Section 19
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Amendment of
Section 20

Amendment of
Section 21
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1 . polytechnic and college ;of education (technical) in the Federation, having
-gttached thereto a Faculty of Engineering, at which there is held a‘course of -

.- fraining intended for. persons ,who are. secking - to:become registered

o, the thivty- ﬂf?t day of March in every year, alist of themames, apd of such othey: -

2
3
4. . engineering personnel under this Act, to furnish to thé_,Regi strar,not later thar
5
6

particulars as the Council may by erderspecify; of all personis who:graduated:

7., 21y sugh course at the institytion in, question,at-ay.time, during the previous:

a1l

8 year". B S L TN S EE R E R I L SR I RE

9 e e i) Section 19(4) ofithe Principal Act is amended by inserting "while:

10 Private Sector includes all.non;governmental, organizations?iafter the words,:
0 . Private Sector includes all non;governy g )

11 “State owned company”. i e e et

120 ey 100 Section 20.of the Principal; Act is -amended. by substituting the:

A3 - worcl”engmeelmg, with the words "Engineering Pessonnel e, 1

14 17. Section.21. of the Principal; Act isiamended by . mtmducmg new:

15 subsections {2} and (3)and the exigting section 211 restumbered section 21 (1):

17 (2)Establishment of Engineering Regulation Monitoring:: ..

181, . o ¢+ (a) There shali be Engineering Regulation Monitoring (hereafier in;

iir

19; .. this Act. referred. to as, "ERM?), which-shall Be charged with;the iduties of;

20 monitoring firms and ensuring that engineering is:practiced- in. Nigeria ity

21, aceprdance with relevant codes of engineering practice, in the protection ofher
22, deyelopmentandeconemicinvestment;; i . 1y e JinE

23 o 1o () ERMshall consist ofpersmmelaf allgngingering.cadres;

24 (c) The team shall have access :to .ani;engineering praject site,
25 . Dl;l,él_n:uf‘acmring, ;cpginecring:;educatipn .ins‘t.-itutidm L or, any site Whéré{ E
26 ., engineering is peingpracticed.. .,

27 (3) In carrying out the functions as stated in section21.(2).of this Act, -
28, any marnufacturing, engineering firm, construction companies or pusons ar

29  group of persons whao obstructs, threaten violence. to any member.or on any

30. member commits. an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fing of



2017.

¢ 2827

—

[C-T-C N - S A S O

(8] o] [ =) [N ] b o] o] o] B o] ] f— p— [a— — — — [y [a— past —

+..persons N500,000 or 6 months'in inptisonent™.

N2,000,000 in case of companies, firms and institutions and in the tase of
18.-(i) Section 22 of the Principal Act IS amended introducing the

interpretations ofthe following -

"practice of Engineering” includes any professional service o creative work

requiring the application of special knowledge of mathématics, physics,

" chemistry, biclogy and enginééring in form of consuliation, invention,

discovery, valuation, research and téaching in recognized éngineering

and installation involving investigating, advising, operating, evaluating,

mieasuring,  ‘planning; ' designing, 'specifying, 'I'ay‘ing:- and dil'ectilfg,

constructing, commissioning, inspecting or testing in'toninection with any

.+ "publie.~or privite--utilities; ?sfruciﬂféé;.‘buildings machines, equipment,

processes, works or projects and including oil and gas industry;

1. "professional miscoriduet” refers to when any person who is licensed under

thisAct:
() deliberately fails to'follow the standards of conduct and practicé

ofthe engineering professioh set by the Council,

w1007 (b) cottimits gross negligenicé in- the conduct of his proféssional

duties; /e bl prER R L
(e allows ariother pérsol to practise in ighambe where the person:
’ ‘!_ l

FRE IR O RS

(i)isnotahokderofalicende; S~ = 00w
G iyt i pArtnBrshipwithi fim; 0 0 e
expertise or authority; AL

(iv)lacks fegards or cohcerf for cHehts rideds o rights; or

i (v) shows |incompetente orinability fo-*rendér professional

ekl

engineering services or works.

s {dy Kniowingly submits d Tand survey, valiafion of environmental

impact assessment docuriiént prepared‘by'a pérson who is not licensed to

(i) tdkes advantiges of ' client by ‘abusing position of trust, -

Amendiment of
Section 22

' institutions; planning, operation, mainténance supervision of construction
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prepare such documents under any written law bein gin force;

“registered engineering personnel” means a person registered under ‘the
various categories;

“registered engineering firm" means a firm registered under the various
categories;

"regulations" means regulations made by the Council;

"the Council" means the Council for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria
established by section [ (1) ofthis Act;

"the Registrar" means the Person appointed in pursuance of section 4 of this
Act; -

(1i) Section 22 of the Principal Act is amended by introducing new

22(2)(c) as follows:

- "(c) "temporary registration” includes registration for non-Nigerian
e11gmeering-_personnel". _

19. This Bill may be cited as the Engineers (Registration, Etc,) Act,
(Amendment) Bill, 2017.

SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL QUALIFICATIONS =~
V AND TENURE OF QOFFICE OF MEMBERS

1. Paragraph 1 (1) of the Principal Act is hereby by substituting the
word "engineer” with the wordé "Engineering Personne?”,

2. Paragraph 1 (2) of the Principal Act is amended by substiluting the
words "the Nigerian Society of Engineer" with the ‘words "Engineering
Aésociations". | |

3. Paragraph 1 (3} ofthe principal Act is deleted.

4. Para oraph 1 (5)ofthe PrincipalAct is amended by substituting the
word "cease" with the word "ceases".

5. Paragraph 1 (7) (a) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting

the word "Minister" with the word "Council".
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6. Paragraph 1 (7) (b) of the Principal Act is amended by
substituting the word "appointed” with the word "Elected",

7. Paragraph 1 {7)ofthe Principal Act is amended by introducing &
1w Sub-paragraphs (c) and (d) as follows:

“(¢) The President shall be elected to be in office for a term of three

rears and maybe re-elected on one consecutive term of three years only;

(dYThere shall be one Viéerpl'esident from among the Council

member and whose job or duties shall be determine by Council members",

8. Paragraph 2(1) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting

- the existing provisions, new Sub- ~paragraphs 2(1) (a} and (b) as follows;

"(a} The Counczl under this Act shall have power to do anythmg

_ whichin its opinion is calculated to fac1htate the carrying on of its actlvmes

(b) The Councﬂ under thls Act shall have pOWer to enter and’

ingpect sites”,

9, Paragraph 2(4) of the Prmmpal Act is amended by substituting
the word. "eleven" with the figure and words "40% of Members of the
Council",

10 Paragraph 2(6) of the Principal Act is amended by inserting a
new Sub- paragraphs (2) as follows:

"In the event of death, resignation or permanent incapacitation",

11. Paragraph 2(7) (2) of the Principal Act is amended by inserting

- the word "is" after word "he".

SECOND SCHEDULE 5

1. The Heading of the .PrihcipalAct isamended by substituting the

word "Engineers" with the words "Engineering Personnel”,

2. Paragraph | ofthe Principal Act is amended by substituting the
word “engjmeerm g" with the words "Engineering Personnel".

3. Paragraph 2(10) (a) of the Principal Act is amended by
substituting the word "relates" with the words "relate™,

4. Paragraph 2(13) of the Principal Act is amended by deleting the
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Engir;reers,_ (Reg_istmtiqn, Etc,) Act, (Amendment) Bill, 2017. 2017 -

_ word "at" before the word "afﬁdavrts"

- 5. Paragraph 2(15)(3) of the PrmolpalAet is amended by substltutmg:

the: word "council” with the word "counsel".

6. Paragraph2(16) ofthe Principal Act is. amended by substituting the;

. word_ "eng_meersj‘i wrth the;words_‘fi__ingrneer-lng _Perggone_l'f-m the interpretation

of "Chalrman

'? Paragraph 2(1 6)of the Prmclpat Agtis amendedby substitutmg the

. word "engmeers" with the words "Engineering Personnel" inthe mterpretatmn

R Paragraph 2( 1 6) of the PrmcrpalAct is amended by sybstituting the.

,word “Reglstrar“ wrth the words “Engmeermg Personne l" in the mterpretatlon_ _

s THIRDSCIIEDULD . s
L. ﬁeadmg of the Prmcrpal Act is amended by substltutlng the word.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Thls Blll seelcs to amend the Engineers (Registration, etc. )Act CAP E11 Laws,

., of the Federation, 2004 to introduce 3 new Register for Engineoring Firms,
-amend to include Engineering Personne] broaden the powers of the Council -

,_and 1ts Reglstrar and the recognrtlon of other Professronal Bodies outside the -

ngenan Soc:1ety of Engmeers to, nommate epresentatwes to the Counc1l

amongst others.
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