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A BILL
FOR

AN AcT To PROVIDE FOR FARMERS REGISTRATION ACT THAT WILL
CREATE A DATABASE OF FARMERS IN NIGERIA AND FOR OTHER RELATED
MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Michael Aden&i Omogbehin
{ ]

ENACTED by the Naticnal Assembly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as follows:
PART 1 - ESTABLISHMENT

1. There is hereby established  a Farmess Registration Act to
provide a Data Base of Farmers in Nigeria that will enable Government give
incentives to farmers.

PART 2 - PURPOSE OF THE ACT
‘2. Thepurpose of this Act is to provide for:

(a) A farm -business registration system designed to facilitate
access to the programs of government by farm businesses;

(b) The creation of a data base that may be used:

(i) By government depariments to verify f:‘g;m business eligibility
for programs of assistance; and

(ii) For the development of agricultural policy.

{c) The fairand equitabie funding of general farm organizations by
farm businesses; '

() To enable government deal with real farmiers.

" PART 3 - GENERAL FARM ORGANIZATION

3.-(1) To be considered a General Farm Organization for the
purposes of this Act, the organization must have at least the percentage of
registered farm businesses as members as prescribed in the regulations,

having geographic representation from across the province as prescribed by
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1 the regulations and meet any additional criteria prescribed by the regulations-.

2 (3) For the purpose of this Act, Ministry of Agriculture is recognized
3 as a General Farm di'géﬂiZElﬁOﬁ unless this recognition is revoked by the
4 Appeal Committee. |

5 {2) A Commodity Group, Marketing Board or Issue-Specific Group is
6  ‘notageneral organization for the purpose ofthisAct
7 PART 4 - REGISTRATION

anslgr;srtgstion ‘ 8 4.-(1) The Minister shall appoint a- person employed in the

9 departmentto be the Registrar of Farms,

10 " (2) The Registrar of Farms shall: -

11 {a}Receive applications for registration pursuant to this Act;

12 (b) Prescribe the methods and forms to be used for the purpose of
- 13 registration inrespect of sub-section 2 (a) ofthis Act;

14 (c) Receive and process fees collected pursuant to this Act as part of

15 theregistration process;

16 {d) Administer and oversee the registration process and data collected

17 pursuant to this Act;

18 - (&) Determine whether an organizationmeets the criteria for a general

19  farm organization;

20 (f) Whérea-the organization meets the criteria referred to in sub-section

21 2.{a), by order designate the organization as a general farm organization for the

22 purpose ofthis Act; and

23 (g) Perform such other functions as are assigned to the Registrar by

24 the Minister.

25 (3) Where the Minister approves, the Registrar of Farms may delegate

26  theRegistrar's duties under sub-section 2 of this section.

Annusl Fees 27 §.-(1) Upon payment of the annual fee prescribed by the regulations, a
28  farmbusiness may register with the Registrar on an annual basis in accordance
29  withthepreseribed regulations.

30 (2) With the approval of the Registrar, a farm operation that is not a
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farm business may upon payment of the annual fee prescribed by the

regulation, register with the Registrar on an annual basis in accordance with.

the prescribed regulations.

(3) Subject to the prescribed regulations, the fees referred to in sub-
section (1) and (2) of this section, shall be used in support of general farm
organizations. o

(4) Upon payments of annuat fees referred to in sub-sections (1)
and (2) of this section, the Registrar shall forward the fee and the name,

address, telephone number and registration number of the farm business or

farm operation that paid the fee to the appropriate general farm organization.

(5} Notwithstanding subsections (1)yand (2) of this section, a farm
business or a farm operation may at the time of payment of the annual fee
state that they do not want to be member of 2 general farm organization.

(6) Where a farn;l business or a farm operation makes a statement
referred to in sub-section (5) of this section, the Registrar shall not forward
the information veferred to in subsection (4) to a general farm organization,

6.-(1) For the purpose of verifying information submitted to the
Registrar pursuant to this section, the Registrar or a person authorized by the
Registrar shall: -

(a) at all reagonable times, inspect, examine, check or audit the
books, records and inventory of a farm business ora farm operation;

(b) enter upoﬁ and inspect any land, place or premises owned of
occupied by a farm business or farm operation.

(2) For the purpose of verifying information submitted toa general
farm organization pursuant to this section, The Registrar, or a person
authorized by the Registrar, shall:

(a) at all reasonable times, inspect, examine, check or audit the
books, records and 1nventory ofa general farm organization; or

(b) enter upon and mspect any land, place or prem1scs owned or

occupied by a general farm organization.

Information
Verification
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PART 5 - APPEALS

7.-(1} There shall be an Appeal Committee consistiﬁg of:

(2) One person who is an employee of the department appointed by
the Minister;

(b) One othér person appointed by the Minister.

(c) One registered farm-business operator appointed by each general
farm organization; and

(2) The members of the Appeal Committee shall be appointed for a
termnot to exceed three years as the Minister determines.

(3) The person appointed to the Appeal Commiitee pursuant to sub-
section (1) () of this section shall be the Chair of the Appeal Committee,

(4) The members of the Appeal Committee, other than the member
pursuant to sub-section (1) ( a) of this section, may be paid such reasonable
travelling and such other fees and allowances as the Minister shali determine.

8.-(1) Any person directly affected by a decision made pursuant to this
Actmay, withinsixty days of the decision appeal to the Appeal Committee,

(2) The Appeal Commitice may vary or confirm a decision made

- pursuant to this Act.

PART 6 - APPLICATION OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

9.-(1) For greater certainty, the Freedom of Information Act applies to
information submitted to the Registrar pursuant to section 8 of this Act.

(2) For greater eertainly, any personal information provided to a
general farm organization pursuant to sub-section 8(4) of this Act shail be kept
confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person, except as may be
necessary for the performance of the general farm organization's duties under
section 8 ofthis Act.

PART 7 - AUDIT BY AUDITOR (GENERAL
10. The regisiration process under this Act is subject to audit by the

Auditor General of the Federation or such other person as may be authorize by

‘the Auditor General of the Federation,
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1 PART 8 - REGULATIONS

2 11.-(1) The Minister shall supervise, manage and make regulations
3 generally for the purpose of this Act.

4 (2) The Minister shall make regulations:

5 (a) Regarding the registration process;

6 (b)The registration process shall be subject to section 4 (2)(a) of
7 this Act; Prescribing the criteria for a general farm organization;

3 {c) Prescribing any fees to be paid;

9 {d) Defining any term used but not defined in this Act; Respecting
10 such matters or things as may be considered necessary for carrying out
i1 effectively the intent and purpose of this Act.

12 (3).The regulétory exercise by the Minister shall be within the
13 ~ meaning and context of the Regulations Act.

14 PART 9 - INTERPRETATION

15 12. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwis;a requires:

16 (a) “Appeal Committee” means the Appeal Committee established
17 pursuant to this Act;

8 {b) “Department” means the Ministry of Agriculture;

19 {c) “Farmers” means all those who engages in_ all sorts of farming
20 including planting of crops, rearing anjmals and fishing etc. (d) "Minister"
21 means the Minister of Agriculture;

22 (e) “Registrar” means the Registrar of Farms appointed pursuant to
23 thisAct, | |

24 PART 10 - SHORT TITLE

25 13. ThisBill may be cited as Farmers Registration Bill, 2017,
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This bill seeks to professionalize fanning in Nigeria and diversify the economy

with a view to boost food production and economic activities. The bill defines

~whois aNigerian Farmer. It provides a means through which Nigerian Farmers

. are registered by the Ministry of Agriculture which will be useful for easier

identification and for purposes of giving incentives to farmers.



