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BILL
FOR

AN ‘ACT To PROVIDE FOR AND REGULATE COMMUNITY SBRVICE FOR
OFFENDERS IN CERTAIN CASES AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS,
2017 - '
Sponsored by Hon. Johnbull Shekarau
_ : B . B

ENACTED by the National A.sse'i‘nbly of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria as follows: . ‘
PART I - COMMUNITY SERVICE ORDERS

1.-(1) Where a person is convicted of a minor offehce,_ the Court
may, instead of sentencing that person to prison, make a community service
order.

(2) Before passing a community service order, the court shall
consider the circumstances, character and antecedents of the offender and
ask him or her whether he or she consents to the order.

(3) Before passing a community service order, the court ‘shall
explain to the offender in the language he or she understands, the effect of
the order and that if he or she fails in any respect to c-omply with it, he or she
may be liable to be sentenced to such term of imiptisonment as the court
could have imposed in respect of the offence.

2.4(1) The community service order shatl be performed for a period
of ot more than six months and the offender stiall not work for more than
fivé hours aday. - _ - ’

¢2) The offender shall be undei"t'hé supérvisiot of the supervising
officer narned in the community serviceorder.  *

(3) The community service order shall contain such requirements

" as the Court may consider necessary for the supérvision of the offender.

' (4)The Comfk making the commitnity service order shall give tothe
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1 superviéing officer a capy{df; tfle order together with any other documents and
2 information relating to the case.
grgl?ﬁ_l; ;g o 3 “3.-(1) If at any time during t_he ‘community service period, the
gé’:‘\};ﬂ;"{‘)?&’er 4 - offender fails to comply with the requ irements of the community service order,
5 the Court may issue a summons requiring the offender to appear before it.
6 (2} The court shall not issue any summons requiring the offender o
7 appear before it except on report by the supervising officer.
8. C(3) Ifthe o_ffcgder does not appear in obedience to the summons, the
9 . supervising court shall issue a warrant of arrest.
10 (A Ifit s p.rpved_ to the satisfaction of the supervising court that the
11  offender has failed to comply with any of the requirements of the community
12 service order, the court shall either: |
13 () vary the order to suit tﬁe circumstances of the case; or
14 (b) impose on him orhera fine not exceeding N3 0,00‘0; o1
15 (© cancel the order and sentence the offender to any punishment
16 which could have been imposed in respect of the offence and if the court thinks
17 fit, reducing the sentence taking into account community service already
1§ performed.
19 (5) If a super vising officer employs the offendcr for his or her
20 .personal benefit, the officer shall be liabletoa ﬁne not excecdmé r W500,000 or
21  aterm of imprisommentnot exceedmg oneyear. o
glﬁﬁg:‘li?}(égc(;f .. 22 | 4 Where an offender has been ordered to undergo comumurity
Lo * 23 - service conviction by an orlgmal court and is conthe_d by a subsequent court
24 .. foranother offence, the following rules shal appiy |
.25 (a) the subsequent court may add to the sentence by 1mposmg aterm
26 of lmprlsonment and cancai the order of commumty servme ‘
27 (b). the. subsequent court may take into accmmt tbe period of
23 . community service, served in reduct:o_q ofthe ?.dd;tmn al imprisonment;
29, (c) where the or_igin.al_coturt was the High C{;Llff and the subsequent
“ , T

%

court is the subordinate court, the subordinate court shall send the copy of the
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I proceedings to the High Court and on recelpt of the proceedmgs from the

2 ~ subordinate court, the High Court shall proceed under paragraphs (a) and (b)

3 of this sectmn .

4 (d) where the original court was a subordmate court and the '

5 subsequent court is the High Court dealmg thh the matter at tlrst instance or

6 on appeal or otherwise, the High Court shall proceed unde1 paragraphs (a)

7 and (b) ofthis seetion; | _ - :

8 {e) where a ‘sublseq;uent court has convicted the offender of an

g offence, that court may pass the sentence other than the imprisonment -and

10 order the offenderto continue undefgding commaunity service.

11 PART 11 - AMENDMENT REVIEW AND DISCHARGE OF COMMUNITY

12 _ SERVICE ORDERS o

13 5.-(1) An offender who intends to change his or her place of Amendmentof

- S S cornmunity service

14 residence shall inform the supervising officer of his or her intention to doso,  order

i5 (2) On receipf_ of thé -infcrmation, the supervising officer of body

16 shall inform the supervising court of the information giving the details

17 cormected with the case. - ‘ o

18 (3) The supervising court shall make approprlate amendment in the

i9 Community Service order, and inform the court having qu‘lSdiCthll for the

20 area where the offencier intends to go. '

21 (4) The court shall giv_e the offender a. copy of the amended

22 community service order whieﬁ the offender is required to present to the

23 new supervising court. o '

24 (5) Where an offender commlts an offence outside his or her usual

25 . area of residence, thecommumty service order shall be enforced in his ot her

26: . usual area of res1dence R o |

27 | 6. -(1) Where an offender has been ordered to undergo community  pischarge of
28 _ semcc for a perlod of more than four months, the supcwlsmg officer shall gggxncj: T,'r‘é’er
29 - givea repont toa supestmg court concermng the offender $ per formance

30

and general conduct.
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(2) Tlre édpérrising courtbased on the repdri: m adelby the supervisirr g
ofﬁcer may reduce the period of the commumty service specified in the
community service order by not more than one third where the offender is-of
good conduct.

(3) The supervrsmg officer shall make a report to court on the
termlnatlon of a community serv1ce order

PART 1M - ARRANGEMENT For COMMUNITY SERVICE
7 (1) The Minrster shall, from time to trme notlfy the Chief-Justice

of the Fedel atron in wrrtmg in Whlch places and in which areas arrangements

exists for the courts fo make commumty service order.

) The supervising officer who is to be responsﬂ)le for the
supervrsron ef an offender shall be the officer for the district area for the time -

being named in the order in which the offender resides, or will reside, and if that

' superws ing ofﬁcer dies or is unablé for any reason 1o carry outhis or her duties,

another supervrsmg officer shallbe appomted by the superv:smg court,

{3 Where the offender isa female the supcrvrsmg officer shall be
fernale " _
o .8.—(1) Tlrere shall be a comﬁ%iﬁtéé_to Eé known as the National
Commlttee on Commumty Servrce ' ‘ ~ o -

(2) The Nauonal Commrttee shall be a body corporatc with perpetual

succession and a common seal, and wrth power to sue and be sued in 1ts'

B T A )

corporate name.

(3) The Natronal Comm rttee shaﬂ couslst of thefo ﬂowmg
(a) adjudge nommated by the Chlef Justice of the Feder ation;
(b)the Secretary of the Nrgerran Law Ref@rm Commrssron (or hrs or.
her representatlve )7 ' '

(c) the Executwe Secretary of the Nanonal Human Rrghts
Commission; 2 . ' '
(d) the Director General ofthe LegalArd Councrl

(e) the Director of Public Prosecutions (or his or her representatwe),
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and Commassmner forJ ustlcc
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1 (fy the Comptroller General of Prisons (or his or her
2 representative);

3 (g)the Inspector General of Police (or his or her representative);

4 (h) three representatives of non-gove‘rnmental organizations;

5 (i) two representatives of the public appointed by the Minister;

] (jyarepresentative of State Security Service,

7 (4) The Chairperson of the National Committee shall be elected by
& the members of the Committee from among their number.

9 (5) The Minister may for good cause, revoke the appointment of a
10 person appointed under paragraph 3 of subsection of this section.

t1 (6) A chairperson elected under the subsection (4} of this section
12 shallhold office for one ear but shall be eligible for reelection.

13 (7) The functions ofthe National Committee shall be:

14 (a) to monitor the operation of community service in all its aspects
15 and to liaise and communicate with any officer or persons responsible for
16 the matter in issue;

17 - (b to propose measures for effective operation of commmunity
18 service; '

19 (c) to receive and consider any complaints or views and make
20 recommendations where possible, on the nature of commuhity service by
21 the offendet" ' |

22 ( ) to supervxse the work of the superwsmg officer and in that
23 1egal ds to co-or dmate its acttvmes with the supervising courts '

24 (¢) to undertake any other function reqmred of it under any law for
25 the proper 1mplcmentat10n oftheBtll o N -

26 (8) The Comm1ttee shall have State Commlttccs whose
27 . COlTl}i;(;S.lt-lDH dﬂd functions shall be as specttled by the M1mster in
28 consultatlon w1th the ﬁﬂttonal Commtttee and the State Attorney General
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9.-(1) The Minister may make regulations prescribing:

(a) the duties of the supervising officers;

(b) in consultation with the National Committee and the State
Attorney-General and Commissioner for Justice on the composition and
functions of the State Community service committees;

(é) any other matters that are nccessary for the proper implementation
olthis Bill;

(d) any forms necessary for the purposes of this Bill,

{2) The Minister may also issue guidelines as to the categories of
persons suitable to be appointed as supervising officers and the nature of work
connsidered suitable for community service and in respect of any matter which
appears to the Minister necessary for the proper implementation of this.Bill.

10. Notwithstanding any provision of this Bill, all offenders serving
punishment of imprisonment imposed on them within the last six months
before the coming into force of this Bill may be allowed to apply for
community service if otherwise eligible.

11. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires:

"community service" means' noncustodial punishment by which after
conviction, the court with consent of the offender makes an order for the
offenderto serve the community rather than undergo imprisonment;
"community service order" means an order made under this Bill requiring an
offender to perform work within the community fora specified period of time:
"community setvice period" means the period for which an offender is to
perform work;
underthe commumty service ordm
"court" means the ngh Court,ora subordmate court _
"Mm1ster" means the HonourableAtton ney General dnd MlmStEl for Justice;
"Mmor offence" me'ms an offence f01 which the court rnay pass a sentence of
notmore th antwo years |mpnsonment

"Na‘uonal Comm:ttee“ means the Natlonal Commlttee on Commumty Serwcu
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1 established by section 10 of this Bill;

2 noffender” means a person who has been ordered to undergo community

3 service;

4 *original court" means the court which tried the offence in relation to which

5 the community service order was made;

6 "supervising court” means the court which made the community service

7 order includes a court of similar jurisdiction where the offender might

3 subsequently reside;

9 "Supervising officer" means an officer appointed by the court to supervise

10 the offender during the community service.

11 12. This Billmay be cited as the Community Service Bill, 2017. Short Title

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The objective of this Bill is to provide for community service for persons
who commit minor offences, in order interalia:

(a)toreduce congestion in prisons;

(b) to rehabilitate prisoners in their communities by doing
productive work;

(¢)to prevent minot offenders mixing with hard core criminals.
The Bill seeks to empower a Court which convicts a person of a minor
offence, to direct the offender, with the consent of the offender o perform
community service in lieu of imprisonment.
The Bill further makes provision for other matters relating to community

service.
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