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A BILL
FOR

ANACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONVOCATION OF A NATIONAL CONFERENCE
FOR THE PEOPLE OF NIGERIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING AND
ADOPTING A NEW CONSTITUTION, TO BE SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION
AND APPROVAL AT A REFERENDUM AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES CONNECTED
THERETO ,
Sponsors: Hon. O. K. Chinda, Hon. Peter Akpatason
{ ]

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federai
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1. Asfrom the commencement of this Ast, the convocation of any
Canference, be it National, CGH.SEitUﬁOME, Sovereign or by whatever name
or designation it may be called shall be made by the President or any person
having power or acting in that capacity in accordance with the provisions of
this Bill,

2. Such a cenference shall be held at an interval of not less than a
decade or at such other time and under such circumstances as the Presidont
with 2/3 majority of the National
Assembly may consider ifneces saryﬁor expedient to so do.

3.-(1) The participation of any person, individual, group or
association at the Conference shall be based on election and nomination on
the basis of all the identifiable Ethnic Nationalities in Nigeria.

(2) Each identified ethnic Nationality shall be represented at the
Conference by at Jeast one person to be so nominated from the particolar
ethnic Nationality,

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsections (1) and (2)
herein of this Bill, the Federal Government shall have power to nominate

peisons to participate at any Conference, having regard to equality of States,
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gender, Youths, recognised professional associations in the existing geo-
political zones inthe couniry,

4.-{1} Yor the purpose of this BIl, there shall be six peo-political
zones it Migeria, namely North-central; Morfh-Bast; Narth-West; South-East:
South-South and South-West zones.

(2} Each of the six geo-political zones shall consist of the States that
Taliunder that head or categorization.

5.-(1) Thore shall be established in each zove, n zone! Council.

{2) Each zonal Council shai! have a Chairman and two Members from
each of the Renatorial Districts of States within the pa;“s;i»c;u}zar zone and shall
serve a8 the rallying point for harnessing the aggregate views and pre-
conference position of such zone.

(3) Membars of a zonal Council shall be appointed by the traditional
councii and the State Governor in equal number,

{4} The Chairman of 2 zonal Councii shall be elected by Members of
that Coumncil.

(35) the inaugural meeting of the zonal council for the purposs of
electing the Chaivman of that Council shall be convened by the Governor of the
State by the Attorney-general of the Staie that nominated the ronal council and
the date, time and venue of such ineeting shail be notified to every member of
the council, ,

6. Aperson shall cease to hold office as Chairman or member of zonal
coymeil ift

{a) He becomes of insound mind;

{15) He becomes bankrapt or makes o composition with his creditors:

{c} He is convicted of a criminal offence or of any offence involving
fraud or dishonesty;

() He is guilty of serious misconduct relation to his duties;

{e} He accepts office as a public officer in the public service of the

Federation or in the publicservice of a State.
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7. Bubjectto the provisions of this Act, a Zonal Council shall have
powers to organise and conduct the election of the persons who are to serve
as delegates to the national conference from that zoue. For this purpose the
zonal council shall have power io employ its own machinery for organising
the election,

8.~(1} A person shail not be qualified to be elected as a dele gate to
the National Conference if he is employed in the public seivice of the
Federation or in the public service of a State.

(2} A person shalt not be quality to be elected as a delegate to the
National Conterence, notwithstanding the fact that he is & member of a
Zonal Commneil.

{3) In the election of delegates o the National Conference, a Zonal
Council shall ensure that ag far as the practicable, ethnic groups or
nationalities indigenous to the zone and the shades of politice] opinion in the
area for which it is established are fairly represented and further that the
delegates Include persons who by reason of their academic backgronnds,
experience in or knowledge of the affairs of the country or membership of
imporiant interest groups can contribute meaningfully to deliberations ai the
National Conference. .

{4) Notwithstanding the provisions of section {3) of this section, a
zonal council may co-opt any person as a delegate to represent the zone,
including a person from the zone, but the fotal number of delegates from any
zone shall not exceed that allocated to itunder the provisions of this Bill.

(5) Subject to the provision of subsection {3) of this seciion,
delegates to the Conference shall be by nomination or election as the case
may be.

(6) 2 person shall not be elected or nominated as a delegate to the
national conference, or if elected or nominated shall cease to be a member if
any of the events mentioned in subsections (a)-(e) of section {6} of this Bl

{(which would disqualify a chairman or member of a zonal Couneil) occurs
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i invelation to him.
2 (7) Any vacancy occurring among the delegates to the National
3 Conference shall be filled by an election conducted by the appropriate Zonal
4 Couneil in accordance with the provisions of this Bill.
5 9.+(1) Theve shall be for the purpose of this Bill a Mational Conference
6  Committee which shall, subject to this Bill have full power to delibetate upon
7 and produce a draft Constitution or amendment of same for the Federal
8 Republic of Nigeria as well as other matters relating to the nnity, welfare and
9 good goveriment of the country.
10 (2) For the purpose of subsection 1 above, a draft new constitution
11 prepared by a Committee and members of the presidential advisory commiitee
12 on National Conference appointed for that purpose by the President shall be
13 laidbefore the conference and form the basis of its deliberation and decision.
i4 10, The outcome of a National Conference shall be subjected ic a
15 referendum and the outconie of the referendum shall be adopted by the
16 National Assembly, subject to the procedure for passage ofan ordinary Bill.
17 11, The NASS shall ;lzomlude ifs deliberations on same within 4
18  monthsand fDr‘Ward to President for assent within 2 months.
i9 12, Where same is not passed or assenied to after the stipulated time, it
20 will be deemed to have been passed orassented to.
Interpretation 21 13. InthisBill and except where the context otherwise requires;

22 "National Conference” means body of persons established in accordance with
23 theprovigions {;f this Bill;
24 "President” Means the President ofthe Federal Republic of Migeria;
25  "Public Service of the Federation" or "public service of a State” has the
26  meaning assigned fo those cxpressions in the constitution of the Federal
27  Republic of Nigeria, 1999;
28  “Fihnic Nationaliy” means thie people of Nigeria consisting of social groups,
29  with self perpetuating biological group sharing the saive culture, symbols
30 language, value system, custom, normative behaviour and whose members are
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anchored in a particular part of Nigeria homeland and/or safe heaven ;
"State" or "States" refers to a territory or territories described as such in part]
of the First to schedule to the Constitution of the Federal republic of Nigeria,
1999 and include the government in control of such territory or territories;
"Zone" and cognate expression refer to any of the six groups of states
mentioned in section 4 of this Bill,

14. This Bill may be cited as the National Conference and
Referendum Bill and shall come into force on the date of its public in the
Gazette.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to provide for the convocation of a National Conference and
the holding of a Referendum and for other purposes connected thereto in

Nigeria,
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