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A BILL
FOR

AN AcT To PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE OF

ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTITIONERS OF NIGERIA AND FOR RELATED

‘MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Obinna Chidoka
| [ !

BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria as follows:
PART I - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PRACTITIONERS OF NIGERIA

L. ~(1) Therc is hereby established a body to be known as the
Institute of environmental Practitioners of Nigeria (in this bill referred to as
the Institute).

(2) The Institute:

(a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a
common seal;

(b)may sue and be sued in its corporate name; and

{c) may for the purpose of carrying out its functions, subject to the
limitations in this Bill and to any law for time being in force, acquire, hold or
dispose of property, whethar movable or immoveable.

- 2. -(1)There shall be established for the Institute a Governing
Council (the council) charged with the responsibility for the administration
and general management of the Institute.

(2) The Council éhall congsist of:

(a) President of'the Institute, who shall be the chairmar:

{b) Vice-President of the Institute who shall be the Vice-Chairman;
(c) National Treasurer of the Institute who shall be the treasurer;

(d) Minister of Environment or his representative who shall not be
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i below the rank of a Director;
2 (2) Minister of Petroleum or his representative who shall not be below
3 therank of a Director;
4 (f) Minister of Agriculture or his representative who shall not be
5 below theTtank of a Director,
6 {g) the immediate past president of the Institute;
7 {h) five persons appointed by the Institite;
8 (i} Chairmen of branches of the Institute;
9 (i) Chairman board of Fellows; and
10 (k) Chairmen of committees of the Council.
Sehedule 11 (3) The i)l'ovision of the first schedule to this Bill shall regulate the
12 proceedings of the Council and related matters.
Function of 13 3. The [nstituie shall:
the Institute
14 (a) determine what standard of knowledge and skili are £ be atlained
15 by persons seeking to become registered as Environmental Practitioners in
16  Nigeria; _
17 (b) secure ir accordance with the provisions of this Bill, the
18  establishment and maintenance of a register of Members and the publication of
19 alistof such members;
.20 {c) regulate and control all aspects of the environmental practice in
21  Nigeria(Professional Services); and _
22 : (d) perform through the Council, functions conferred on it by this Bill.
Functions of 23 4. The Council shall be responsible for:
the Council .
24 (a) ensuring the effective and efficient implementation of the function
25  ofthe Institute;
26 (b) supervising and monitoring the operations of the Institute;
27 (¢) maintaining the highest level of integrity and honesty in the
28  operations of the Institute; '
29 (d) the consideration and approval of the annual budget of the
30 Institute;
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(e) presentation of the report and account preparad by the Institute
1o the Minister,

(1) the approval of the audited accounts and the consideration of the
management letters from the external auditors;

(g) appointment and temoval of auditors, provision of the
necessary facilities and remuneration; and

{h) carrying outsuch other activities as are necessary and expedient
for achieving the objectives and functions of the Institute.

5, Aperson registered as an envirormental Practitioner under the-
Institute shall be a:

(a) Fellow, if the person has:

(i) spentatleast Ten years as a full member of the instituie, or

(ii) contribute significanily to the practice and development of
environmental management:

{bYMember, ifthe person has:

(i) Spentatleastsix yearsasanAssociate, and

(il) adjudged by the Council to possess an adequate knowledge of
environmental management; and

{c)Associate, if, the personis a:

(i} University graduate who has spent at least four years in an
affiliate grade; .

(i) holder of university degree in environmental science or any
refated discipline, or a person who has performed duties at a senior level in
environmental 1ﬁanag_ement continuously for at least six years;

(ili) graduate of the Institute who has competently performed
executive or advisory duties at a senior level in environmental management
for at least four years since election to the grade of member and

{iv) non-graduate whio has spent at least ten years in an affiliate
orade, and possesses standard knowledge and qualities essential for a

successful practice of environmental management.
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PART II = FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

6.-(1) There shall be established for the Institute a Fund, which shat!
be méinaged and controlled by the Council,

{2) There shall be paid into the fund:

(a) all fees, charges and monies payable to the Institute pﬁrsuant 1o
this Bill;

(b) all monies provided by the Federal Governiment to the council by
way of grant or loan or otherwise; and _

(¢) other monies received by the Institute in course of its operations or
inrelation tothe exercise of'its function under this Bill.

(3) There shall be paid out ofthe Fund of the institute:

(a) remuneration and allowantces of the Institute;

(b} any money borrowed by the Council on behalf of tiie Institute and
interest payable on such monies;

(¢} such reasonable expenses and allowances of members of the
Council in discharging their duties for the Institute, as the Council may
determine; and

(d) any other expenses incurred by the Council in the discharge of its
Tunction under this Bill.

(4) The Council may invest monies from the fund in any security
created or issued by or on behalf of the Government of the Federation or any
othersecurity in Nigeria as may be approved by the council.

(5) The Council may on behalf of the Insiitute, from time 10 time

borrow money for the purpose of running the Institute, which shali be paid inte-

the Fund.

7. The Council shall on behalf of the Institute keep proper accounts in

respect of each year, and the Council shall cause the accounts to be audited by
an external auditor appointed in accordance with the guidelines supplied by

the Auditor-General for the Federation, and the audited accounts submitted to

‘the members at the general meeting of the institute,

B
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1 PART III - THE REGISTRATION AND THE REGISTER

2 8.-(1) The Council shall appoint a Person knowledgeable in  Appoiniment of

. Register, ete and

3 environmental practice Tor not less than Ten years‘ to be the Registrar of the - E;L’;iifoﬂ of
4 Institute, and such other persons as the Council may from time to time thinlk

5 necessary to assist the Registrar in the performance of his functions under

6 this Bill,

7 (2) The Registrar shall be the Chief Executive officer of the

8 Institute and Secretary to the Council. -

9 (3) The Registrar shall prepare and maintain a Register of names,

10 addresses and approved qualifications and other relevant particulars as may

11 ke specified in ihe rules made by Council, of all categories and classes of

iz members/persons registered as Environmental practitioners in the Country.

13 (4) The register shall consist of five parts; each part shall be in

14 respect of Fellows, Members, Associates, Affiliates, Graduates and

15 Students.

i6 {5} Subject to the provisions of this section, the Council may make

i7 tules with respect to the creation and maintenance of the register inciuding:

18 {a) the making of'applications for enrolment;

19 (b) notifying the Registrar as to any change in any particulars

20 submiited by any person;

21 . (c) authorizing a registered person to have any quaTiﬁcation

22 relevant to this Bill, and |

23 (d) specifying the fees, including subscription to be paid to the

24 Institute upon the entry of names on the register and authorizing the

25 Registrar to refuse the entry of a name in the register until specified entry

26 fees have been paid. ,

27 8. Itshallbe the duty of the Registrar to: Duties of the
28 (&) correct, as directed by the Council, any wrong entry in the o

29 register;

30 (b)update the registered particulars of registered persons;
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(c) remove from the register the name of any registered person who
has died;

{(d) record the names of members of the institute who have defaulted
for more than four months in the payment of annual subseriptions:

(¢) take such action in relation thereto (including rémova] of the
names of defaulters from the register) as the Council under this Bill. may direct
orrequire.

10. -(13The Registrar shall ensure that: |

(a) the register or any corrections made therein shall be printed,
published ard put on sale for members of the public not later than two years
from the commencement of this Act; and

(b} a copy of each edition of the register and a list of any corrections
made, shall be dcpdsited at the principal office of the Institute and made
available to members of the public,

(2) A published copy of the Register and any corrections therein shall
be admissible in evidence to prove registration of a person.

PART IV - REGISTRATION

11.-(1) The Council shall register annually all qualified
Environmental Practitioners and organisations.

(2) A person, organisation or firm shall not practice as an
Environmental Practitioners or consultant in Nigeria unless registered by the
Council.

PART V - PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINE

12. There shall be established a committee known as Environmental
practitioners Disciplinary Committee, which shall be charged with the duty of
considering and determining any case of discipline against any erring
members,

PART VI - MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS
13. Persons who possess acceptable qualifications with at least five

years cognate experience shall be admitted as Members of the Institute.

B
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“feesto be pald for reglstratlon and other purposes unde1 this Bl]l and when

of not iess thantwo (2) years,

- Praet;tloners and other materlals 3

14, 'Ihe Council shall prescnbe rules and regulations, mcludmg Fets

andhow such fees shall bepaid. = _

15. The Councll can admlt persons to the Instltute as Honorary_ uonmry:
members prowded not morg than five (5) perscms are admltted for a perlod__ 7
16 TheInstltuteshall | ‘, o | :_' _ _' Do g o Library

(a) pmvnde and mamtam a lnbrary comprlsmg of books research'.

B _' matenals and publlcatlons that wall bulld the capacnty of the Enwronmental T

oved by the Councﬂ

(b) encourage research mto envi onmental and other related'-‘-"‘_' S

L subJectsand S

(c}formulate andmake rules

" membership.
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3 ' tb) recklessly makes a statement which is false m a material
- -2 | part:cular. 7 . |
7 -' 3. he shall be gmlty of an offence aud shall be Ilable to a fine of ur 1o
7:( 1mpnsonment for... years or not exceeding .. years or to both ﬁne and
5 imprlsonment ‘il, .
6 _ (2) It shall be an offence under this Bill forsanyone who is not a
7 member and who is not registered with th&Institute to solicit, pmcﬁre practice
8 br oﬁ)wlse undertake an environmental professional _]Ob or Jconsu]tancy
i S 9 ' serv:ces mcludmg the pieparatson of Environmental Impact Assessmeiit
_h, L0 (EIA) and EnwroumentalAssessment Repgrts (EARs) and studies.
: “dt 1-'3; §31 !t shall also be an offerice for anyone to- award an environmental ¢
iZ |ob cqntract or’ eonsultancy services to anyone wnhout first ensuring and
- 13 - confi nnmg matthercontraqtor or;consultant_ is qualified and registered with the
T 1;1 lnstltutetopraetlceas ani environmental practltlonerm Nigeria: |
o 1_5 R A IE any persoi; group or orgamzatmn is- found to be in breach of
TS Sectlons 18(2) and(3) above, such person, group or organization shall be gullty
17 of an offenceand shall be hable toa ﬁne of . o orto imprisonment for .. years '
18: - or not exceedmg < or to Both fine and iinprn;onment and-if the case ofan -
1 9 ;' orgamiatlon or body corporate, the: Dlrector(s) of Suqh an orgamzat:on or body
20 cm'porate shall individually and collectlvely be wcarmusly liable:
Inleé}reintion ) L - 2%, TathisBill: a Y u
2 "li'lStitiité" means the Ih'?stitufé-ofEnviroﬁménfél Praciitioners of Nigeria; o
93 -~ " Association” means the Association of Environimentil Practitioriers;
.~ '-"Minisfer;'imééﬁsMi_nistéfin cha_tge'-Envirbnméﬁt; W g o
25 """"Cbunbil';.iai‘ééns Go’vémingCouni:il ofthe Institute; . = SR o
26 "Fees" llicludesaﬁnual subscription; A \ .
~ , ;’7 - "Member" meansareglsteredmen_‘lberdﬂﬁe Institute; * £
) B - 2i§ "'ﬁmctitionérs?"meansienv"ironmenial Pracfitidfi’éf;s“-" G
. 29 “Trlbunal" méaﬁsﬂnwronmental Practltloners'DlsclplmeTnbunal
s 30 "Reglster means register of members; and
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] _ “Régistl'af;' means chief executive ofthe lﬁstitute.
2 22. This Bill ;néy be. cited as the Institute of Environmental ShertTitle
3 Practitioners of Nigeria (Establishment) Bill, 2017.
4 I SCHEDULE - '. T
5 Ckmse 3(3)
6 SUPPLBMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE INSTITUTB: - | i
7 PROCEEDINGS OF THE CounciL
8 1. Subject to provisions of this Bill and other appﬁcable -i_au'fs-,.
9 “Council may make orders regulating its proceedings or those rof ény_ 7
10 committee it sets up | - )_
i 2. Where standing orders made under péragraph 1of tliis Schedule
12 | provide for the Council to co-opt persons who are not members of the
13 - council, such persons may advise the Council on any matter referred to thcm |
14 by the Councii, but shall not be entitled to vote at ameeting: nf the Council or
15 counttowardsaquorum. T oo o 5
.16 3. The Council may appomt onie ;ll’ more mmm:ttees to carry out 7
17 " onits behalf such functmns asthe councnl may determme e
18 4. A cnmmtttee appmnted under ‘this paragraph shall consmt of
19 such number of persons as may be determmed by the Council and aperson
20 shall holdoffice in accordancc w1th the terms ofhis appomtment '
: 2{1 , 77 5 A decnsuon of .a Committee of the Council shall be of no effect
- 22 B ulltllitls cont" rmedby the Council. -
23 ., - Meetings of the Counc:l _
24 BN '['he councll shall meet whenever it is considered necaessary (but
25 “netlessthan twicea year)by gwmg notice to; allmembers concemed at least
26 seven (7) days| befmethe meeting, - . - '
727_ : . The Chalrman shall preside at every meetmg of tha COllllCll and .
28 ... inhis absence the Vice Chairman shall preslde '
29 8 Five members ef the Councnl other than the Chatrman shall
30

forma quorum atthe meetmg
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1 - " 9. Unless oihefv@is‘e provided in this Bill, decisions shall be by a
2 simple majority of the votes of the members present, but in the event that equal
3 votesare coSt, the person presiding shall cast the'decid'ing vote, |
4 ‘ e ' . Committees
5 o 10 Subject to standmg orders the Councﬂ may appomt one or more
6 committees to carry out on its behalf such dunes as the Counc:l may determme
7 a and make necessary reports - _
8 - 11 A comm1ttee appomted under paragraph 10 of thls schedule shall
: 9 ) - con51st of the number of persons tobe determmed by the Councﬂ and not more
10 : than the one-thlrd of those persons may be persons who are not members of the
| li | Councﬂ a person other than'a member of the Counc1l may hold off'lce.on__t_he
. 12 ' Commlttee in accordance w1th thegetter of appomtment prowded
o 13 B - -‘ _ 12 The quorum of any commlttee ‘set up by the Counc1l shall be .
E 14 determ med by the Councﬂ J

:j '._..‘,]5 13 The deCISlon of the commlttee shaIl be of no effect untﬂ

conﬁrmed by the Councﬂ
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17. The valldlty ofa prcceedmg ofthe counc11 shall notbe affected -

by;
(a) a vacancy inthe membershlp ofthe Council, .
" (b) byadefectin the appointment ofa member of the Councal or -

{c) by reason that & perso_n. n_-ot entitled to do so took part ln‘the

- proceedings.

18 A member of the Council and.a jacrsdﬁ holding ofﬁcc ona .

committee of the Counc11 who has a personal interest in a contract or an

© arrangement cntered into-or proposed to be conmdered by the Councxl or the '

commlttee shall forthw1th disclosé his mterest to the council or ccmmlttee :

!
and shall notvote on any questmn relating to that _contract or arr_angement.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Thls Bill seeks to establish the Instltute of Environmental Practltloners of

_ _ngerla to be charged w1th the’ respons:blhty of regulatmg and managmg

=env1ronmentalpract1ces mNzgerla _‘ e Lo s

.. .







